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AN INNOVATIVE AND COURAGEOUS INITIATIVE

EDITORIAL

Jérôme Ringot is a rider, coach, horse 
dealer and show organizer in France. 

Now approaching his 50s, and a true socio-pro-
fessional involved in the equine sector, he is also 
a member of the Board of Directors of the SHF 
(Société Hippique Française) in charge of training 
and developing young horses in France, which 
organizes in particular ‘La Grande Semaine de 
l'Élevage’ in Fontainebleau (August 26 to Septem-
ber 4, 2022). 

Interviewed in issue No. 
419 of the weekly Eperon of 
May 25, Ringot supports the 
courageous decision taken by 
the SHF, which now prohibits 
the use of hind boots and fet-
lock boots for classes involving 
young horses. These so-called 
‘protections’ are occasionally 
used ‘scientifically’ by some rid-
ers as a reminder to the horse 
that he must “think about cross-
ing his feet” above the bar when 
he jumps. 

This is obviously a sensitive subject, debat-
able and controversial among professionals. 
However for the SHF as well, according to our 
information from the Selle Français Stud Book, it’s 
no longer time to dither but to make a firm deci-
sion. The so-called well-being of the horse above 
all else... And when in doubt – two precautions are 
better than one! 

Under the pen of Jocelyne Alligier, Ringot 
declared: “For along time now we’ve seen a rise 
in cheating [methods]. The subject has also been 
debated for a long time and we have made a lot 
of observations by watching video clips which 
have shown clear evidence of fraud. We also 
have proof of the tampering with leg boots by sad-
dlers! 

“[Surveillance] is the role of the paddock 
stewards, but they can’t do everything, and it’s 
hard to put two stewards per paddock because 
we’re short of people. This creates additional 
costs for the organizers who – at some competi-
tions with very few committed personnel – already 
barely cover their expenses. There is also a safety 
issue: [For a steward] removing fetlock boots with 
a four-year old stallion can be risky. So, we made 

the decision to remove those hind 
boots and fetlock books.  

The only question concerned 
the timeline. On this point, it was 
the Board of Directors of the SHF 
that voted for its immediate imple-
mentation as legal processes are 
currently powerless to punish 
fraudsters. We saw this at the FEI 
level when sanctions have been 
overturned by the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport [CAS Ed’s note] upon 
appeal.  

“I have had discussions on 
this subject with Michel Guyot [Edi-

tor’s note: President of the SHF], and it is a priority 
to develop the appropriate legal means of 
response. The coming weeks will show whether 
some riders are turning away from the SHF […].” 

In reality, and with all due credit to the SHF, 
such a decision might be interpreted in one of two 
ways, in our eyes: Firstly, defensive; secondly, 
offensive. Defensive, because it is, indeed, 
essential to hand no arguments to the increas-
ingly active lobbies that challenge the validity of 
horseback riding in practice and highlights the 
possible abuses of riders. 

But let’s look at the positive side for the 
breeding of the sport horse and the riders who 
buy them. To see a young horse jump without arti-
fice, to be able to judge its innate capabilities, is 



this not the best guarantee of its quality? 
We believe that the courageous initiative of 

the SHF, which organizes one of the best prepara-
tory circuits for young horses in the world, will be 
seen as an important lesson, and that other 
organizers and/or studbooks will follow its exam-
ple. 

It is also likely in the coming years that this 

precautionary principle will also apply to horses of 
all ages whose competitions are organized under 
the auspices of the National Federations and the 
International Equestrian Federation (FEI).  

In the interests of all players in the sport: 
breeders, owners, and riders. 

 
Xavier Libbrecht

6 June 2022



SOLID GROUNDWORK GETS SA BREEDING ON COURSE

WBFSH TRIBUNE

7Timeo hominem unius libri June 2022  

The South 
A f r i c a n 

Warmblood industry 
has been going 
through a process of 
modernization over 
the past 20 years, and 
while South Africa 
may seem miles away 
from the profitable 
breeding centres of 
Europe, the country 
has a thriving horse 

industry, intent on breeding to as high a stan-
dard as can be found anywhere else in the 
world. 

Our initial Warmblood 
breeding was under-pinned by 
mainly Hanoverian Warm-
bloods imported to Namibia by 
the resident German colonists. 
The horses that adapted to the 
surrounding austere, wild 
desert conditions were very 
old-fashioned in type, with flat 
rumps, high set on tails, and 
often standing out behind. But 
they were resilient, strong, and 
were among the first crosses 
to the resident Thoroughbred 
population that was being 
used as showjumpers in South Africa. 

The Thoroughbred influence came via 
South Africa’s thriving racing industry. Second 
careers for many of these horses were eventing, 
showjumping, and as broodmares. However, it 
took some time to breed a good foundation of 
Warmblood sport horses. Much work was put in 
by our inspectors, who travelled the length and 
breadth of South Africa, instructing breeders 
and assessing progeny. 

Momentum took off in early 2000 when 
frozen semen imports became simpler to come 
by. The slow transition to using the best we 
could bring from Europe, started to filter into the 
population. Proven competition mares retired to 
stud thereby enabling breeders to evolve. Mod-
ern types, length of leg, scope, and natural abil-
ity to do their job with ease, made the breed 
sought-after. In time people started to import 
horses directly from Europe with regularity, fur-
ther widening the gene pool. 

An additional boost came when two of the 
country’s big studfarms, Callaho and Capital, 
came into the breeding industry. Their business 
approach was high-end and they consistently 

imported from Europe, so set-
ting up the latest of breeding 
lines on two magnificent studs. 
They introduced horse auc-
tions to the South African mar-
ket, which had a significant 
impact on the improvement of 
bloodlines found in the compe-
tition arena. The auction for-
mat had never previously 
worked, but with good market-
ing and transparent prepara-
tion, the concept took hold. 
Today these auctions form part 
of South Africa’s annual 
Warmblood events and are 

eagerly anticipated by buyers. 
In a sport that has evolved rapidly via 

branding, advertising and digital exposure, the 
South African Warmblood horses have risen to 
the challenge and proven their worth. 

 
Frances Cheboub 

Breed Manager 
South African Warmblood Horse Soci-
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Lusitano stallion Equador has died: “With deep sadness and broken hearts, we 
announce that our beloved Olympic hero Equador MVL has passed away,” co-owner 
Diogo Lima Mayer posted on social media. “Following a cervical injury, Equador had an 
emergency surgery undertaken by one of the world’s leading surgeons in France, but 
despite all the efforts, he didn’t survive post-surgery.” Equador (2009: Quo-Vadis - Que-
Ha x Hostil) was the first and only Lusitano and Iberian Horsee that passed the 75% in 
international GP and holds every international record for an Iberian-bred horse. Diogo 
Lima Mayer owned Equador together with Belgian Marc Lebbe and Polish Katarzyna 
Gontarska. The three made every possible financial effort to show him internationally, 
resulting in selection for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. According to Diogo Lima 
Mayer: “Equador has left no one indifferent with whom he crossed paths, impressing with 
his adorable character, golden heart, and fighting spirit. In this difficult moment for all of 
us, we would like to address Equador’s long-time best friend, João Torrão. Together they 
have developed a partnership difficult to express in words. They have written history for 
Portugal and the Lusitano breed, breaking records and opening new horizons for our coun-
try in dressage. Their history has inspired us and the whole equestrian community worldwide. We will honor his legacy and his mem-
ory by continuing the outstanding path he started for our Monte Velho studfarm in international dressage. This was an unique jour-
ney and Equador will always stay in our hearts.” CvA 
 
 

Assembly of delegates: At the recent delegates’ assembly of the  Ver-
band der Züchter des Oldenburger Pferdes e.V. (OL) Marco Pundsack 
was elected, succeeding vice chairman Bodo Willms, while Wilfried 
Fleming becomes a new member of the board. At the Oldenburger 
Pferde Zentrum Vechta, Bodo Willms was bidden farewell as deputy 
chairman of the Verband der Züchter des Oldenburger Pferdes e.V., 
handing his seat to Marco Pundsack, who has been a long-standing 
member of the board. Honor where honor is due, however, as Willms 
was elected as an honorary member of the Verband der Züchter des 
Oldenburger Pferdes e.V. after his many years of service. Wilfried 
Fleming was also elected to the board of the Verband der Züchter des 
Oldenburger Pferdes e.V. as the agricultural engineer has been a mem-
ber of OL and the Springpferdezuchtverband Oldenburg-Internation-
al e.V. for many years. His passion for horses developed through his 
family and contact with fellow breeders, and his retirement as a suc-
cessful entrepreneur will allow him to further develop, promote, and 
strengthen the Verband der Züchter des Oldenburger Pferdes e.V. with 
great commitment. 

 
 
AGS changes its name to AG DSP: The Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Süddeutschen 
Pferdezuchtverbände (AGS) formally changed its name on May 16, 2022, to 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutsches Sportpferd (AG DSP) – setting a new milestone 
for the 1990-founded AGS studbook. With 9,416 Warmblood mares and 9,069 
small-horse mares, this now becomes the largest breeding association in Germany, 
and has also announced a new logo. Since 2014 the five associations (Landesver-
band Bayerischer Pferdezüchter, Pferdezuchtverband Brandenburg-Anhalt e.V., 
Pferdezuchtverband Baden-Württemberg, Pferdezuchtverband Sachsen-Thürin-
gen, Pferdezuchtverband Rheinland-Pfalz-Saar) have been breeding the 
‘youngest’ Warmblood horse, and also includes two pony associations, plus breed-
ers from the Hessen and Bavarian breeding association, as well as holders of stal-
lions of the German Sporthorse. The new logo shows the head of a pony to 
acknowledge that breeders of ‘small horses’ – which make up nearly 50% of the 
mare herd of AG DSP – are also suitably recognized.                S.G.

BRIEFS

Lusitano stallion Equador, ridden by 
João Torrão (POR)

New OL Board: (l-r) Marco Pundsack, vice chairman, 
Verband der Züchter des Oldenburger Pferdes; Silvia 
Breher, board member; Dr. Wolfgang Schulze-Schlep-
pinghoff, president of Oldenburger Pferdezuchtverband; 
Wilfried Fleming, board member; Wilhelm Strohm, 
board member and 1st chairman of OLD-Förderverein. 

(Photo: Oldbg Studbook) 



Plus the mares Ballerine III AA (Rantzau xx - Manuela AA x 
Labrador xx, bred by Baronne Empain and M.G. Calmon) 

and Ifrane AA (Chateau du Diable xx - Oita AA x Cidre 
Mousseux, breeder: Roland Gilberton). In this article I 
specifically refer to the breeders/studbooks from Belgium, 
France and Germany.  
 
Origins linked to 19th century HN policy 
 
The origin of the breed is linked to the policy pursued by the 
Haras Nationaux administration in the 19th century. Under 
the leadership of Raoul de Bonneval, then Antonin Laurent 
Chébrou de Lespinats, and later Eugène Gayot, the breed 
was created and took off. It is a combination of ‘pure 
Arabian blood’ (which was difficult to prove in the past), 
Oriental blood, Thoroughbred, and the old half-blood 
breeds of south-western France.  

Originally intended for military purposes, the horse was 
then used for racing, and later for luxury and sport, with the 
studbook being established in 1833. According to a quote by 
Carl Gustav Wrangel, from the book Die Rassen des Pferdes: ihre 
Entstehung, geschichtliche Entwicklung und charakteristischen 
Kennzeichen, Volume 1, written in 1908: “The task of Anglo-
Arabian breeding is to supply the market with a horse 
which combines the best qualities of the English and 
Arabian Thoroughbreds and which, in those regions 
where the mare materially requires a stallion closer to the 
Oriental type, without being so small and light as the 
product of pure Oriental breeding, can be used with 
greater advantage than the English Thoroughbred.”  

The first crosses were carried out under the auspices 
of the Haras Nationaux (state stud farms in France, now 
part of the Institut français du Cheval), with the help of 
the directors of renowned Haras Nationaux such as the 
Haras du Pin and Pompadour. Subsequently, it was the 
Haras Nationaux of Pau and Tarbes that played an 
important role in the development of the breed, 
especially by supplying the armies of Napoleon I with 
horses. Thus, the south-west of France is generally 
considered to be the cradle of the Anglo-Arab breed.  

 

Anglo Arab foundation bloodlines 
 

Denousté ox (Latif ox - Djaïma ox x Khouri ox, breeder: 
Mr. Lalague), born in 1921 became a foundation stallion for 
the Anglo Arab breed, and is one of the most influential 
Arabian sires in the breed’s evolution. Another extraordinary 
stallion was the Anglo Arab Nithard AA (Kesbeth AA - 
Nitouche AA x Lotus VIII AA). Nithard AA was born in 1948 
and stood at the Haras Nationaux de Pau from 1952 to 1968. 
He is the equivalent of Ibrahim for the Selle Français as he is 
so present in the origins of maternal and paternal Anglo Arab 
bloodlines.  

Nithard’s most influential sons are Ventoux AA (sire of the 
private stallion Iago C AA), Alize AA, Samuel AA; Brick AA 
(sire of the mare Khadidja, who jumped 1m60); Rio Negro AA 
(sire of the stallion Faritchou AA); Urtois AA (sire of the 
stallions Fol Avril AA and Hadj A AA); Oracle AA; and Quilling 
AA.  

Nithard AA was also the full brother of Nickel AA, a 
stallion of the Haras Nationaux de St-Lô who gave excellent 
broodmares in Normandy like the famous Bourrée (dam of 
Narcotique, P'Tit, Ulane du Plessis, Venus du Plessis, Flore du 
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The vitality of AA bloodlines in 
today’s top sport horses
BY ADRIANA VAN TILBURG 
PHOTOGRAPHY: PETER LLEWELLYN, UMBERTO MARTUSCELLI, AND COURTESY ANAA 
In the past stallions like Inschallah AA (Israel AA - Resena AA x Nithard AA), bred by Jacques 
Guicheny) and Ramzes AA (Rittersporn xx - Jordi x 532 Shagya X-3) have marked German 
Warmblood breeding. And in Belgium Garitchou AA (Nikou AA - Maritchou AA x Aiglon VII AA,  
Pierre Bouchet) and Et Hop AA (Pancho II AA - Tob de Fondelyn AA x Karikal IV AA, Philippe 
Caumont) have contributed substantially.

Ryon d’Anzex AA ridden by Fernando Fourcade (ESP)



Plessis II, etc.). The well-known Selle Français stallion Quick 
Star (Galoubet A - Stella x Nithard AA), like Inschallah AA, also 
has Nithard AA as his damsire. The more recent NRPS-bred 
stallion Andiamo (Animo), who performed at 1m60 level, 
came from the AA-bred mare Taj Mahal AA (Garitchou AA - 
Joyeuse AA x Nithard AA). 

More recently, the Anglo Arabian has claimed the 
spotlight once again thanks to the success of sport horses such 
as: 
• Quenelle du Py AA (2004) – recorded good placings at 
CSI5*/CSI5*-W/CSIO5* as well as GCT classes with Olivier 
Robert (FRA); 
• Upsilon AA (2008) – nine wins, three seconds, and one third 
place in just 18 outings at CCI3*/CIC3*/CICO3* with Thomas 
Carlile (FRA); 
• Vassily de Lassos (2009) – Individual bronze at the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic Games in 2021 with Australia’s Andrew Hoy; 
• Vasnupied de Jonkiere AA (2009) – CSI4*/CSI5* with 
Charles Henri Ferme (FRA), and more recently with Marie 
Eugenie Angles (FRA); 
• Prestige Kalone AA (2010) – CSI5*/CSIO3* with Canada’s 
Danielle Lambert, and previously CSI5*-W with Philippe 
Rozier (FRA); 
• Quelstar du Vic Bilh (2004); CSI3* 1m50 with Alexandra 
Francart; 
• Sherazade du Gévaudan (2006) – CSI5*/CSIO5*/CSI5* 
GCT/GCL with Swiss Romain Duguet, and good placings in 
2019 wityh Sabrina Crotta (SUI) and Christiana Duguet (SUI); 
• Ténarèze (2007) – CCI4*/CICO3* with Harry Meade 
(GBR), following excellent young-horse wins with Thomas 
Carlile (FRA) – three wins, two seconds, and one third out of 
six starts. 

 
Anglo Arabians abroad: Ramzes AA 

 
The most famous Anglo-Arab stallion in Germany is 

without doubt the 1937-born Ramzes AA, bred in Poland, by 
Marie Gräffin Plater-Zyberk. In Ramzes AA we find at least 28 
times the Arabian stallion Bairactar – the famous ancestor of 

Weil (1813-1838), of Marbach breeding. He is also the 
foundation sire of the Amurath ox line.  

Following a showjumping career he stood at stud in 
Holstein in 1951 and 1952, then again from 1959 to 1960. 
Meanwhile, he became known as a sire of Westfalian 
broodmares with many of his offspring doing particularly well 
in dressage up to Olympic level. Despite a small number of 
offspring, Ramzes AA really bred true-to-type, with broodmares 
from northern Germany producing outstanding showjumpers. 
Nowadays he is perhaps best known as Ramiro’s (Raimond) 
grandsire, and can be found in most Holstein pedigrees; also 
through Capitol I who has a double cross on Ramzes AA 
through Retina and Vase.  

According to Harm Thormählen: “Ramzes AA made the 
horses nobler here in Holstein. He competed himself at 1m40 
under the saddle of Heinz-Heinrich Brinckmann. That was 
right after WWII. What I really liked about Ramzes AA was that 
he was very intelligent, beautiful, and had performance 
quality. Ramzes AA stood not far away from our farm so we 
rode our mares to him. I think it’s outstanding that he jumped 
at that level and also passed on his intelligence, sportiness, and 
sensitivity. Without these qualities Capitol I would never have 
been able to produce so many sport horses. Capitol I has 
Ramzes AA perfectly balanced twice through his paternal and 
maternal sides: Once as the sire of Retina, who is the mother 
of Capitano; and once as the father of Vase, the mother of 
Capitol’s dam, Folia.  

“Capitol I had brutal jumping power and was always 
presented last during the stallion show. Back then it was very 
cold and breeders would be standing on newspapers to avoid 
their feet getting too cold. His owner, the Holsteiner Verband, 
managed his career as a stallion very well, and the blood of 
Ramzes AA has influenced Capitol I’s heredity tremendously as 
well as his damline. The use of Anglo Arab stallions could be 
interesting. They are modern horses, will add intelligence, 
maintain rideability, and will not diminish the jump.” 

 
Resena’s stamp on German breeding 
 

It proved to be very successful when German breeders 
started choosing their stallions in France, and if one had to be 
highlighted among the best it would certainly be Inschallah 
AA, who produced excellent horses in both showjumping and 
dressage in Oldenburg.  

Born in 1968 in the Pyrénées Atlantiques, Inschallah was a 
large horse with substantial flesh and bone, and had one of the 
most prestigious Anglo-Arabian pedigrees. The progeny of his 
dam Resena AA (Nithard AA), are still very active and present 
in France. During the 20 years spent at Gestüt Vorwerk with 
Georg Vorwerk he produced around 30 colts, perpetuating the 
line to to the present-day with stallions in dressage and 
showjumping; for example, Mr. Blue and Rohdiamant.   

Inschallah AA produced outstanding showjumpers as 
could be expected with his dam being a full sister to the 1992 
Barcelona Olympic Games dressage competitor Olifant 
Charière AA ridden by Serge Cornut (FRA). He also produced 
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Nithard AA (Kesbeth AA - Nitouche AA x Lotus VIII AA)



other good Grand Prix-level dressage horses, including 
Inferno (in Sweden), Ile de Bourbon, and Inervall (in 
Germany).  

Gudula Vorwerk-Happ and her husband Jochen Happ 
explained: “My father Georg Vorwerk went to France to find 
new blood to help modernize the heavily built Oldenburger 
horses. My father was very progressive, but the problem was  
not being able to buy the best stallions in Germany due to the 
state studs claiming first rights at various approvals. This 
included the top-10 stallions, so as a private stallion owner you 
always had second choice. He asked around for other 
possibilities and contacted Dr. Dieter Schön of the Chamber of 
Agriculture, who was also for a period the president of the 
Oldenburger Verband. Dr. Schön had connections in France 
and travelled with my father as he could speak French. Quite 
by accident he found Furioso II (Furioso xx - Dame de Ranville 
x Talisman), although this stallion wasn’t the reason they went 
to France. He first saw Furioso II in his box and asked if he 
could be taken out. It was a true strike of lightening as he had 
an outstanding pedigree. This all happened at the famous 
stable of French horse dealer Alfred Lefévre.  

“Having had to much success with Furioso, my father 
returned to France and thought it would be good for 
breeding to try again with Anglo Arab blood. I didn’t think 
that the breeders would use Anglo Arab stallions, although I 
do believe that the right individuals with movement and 
good jumping technique are entitled to breed. But it’s 
important that the stallion has a record of performance to 
show for what part of sport (dressage, eventing, or jumping) 
the stallion is most suitable.”  

The dressage-bred horses Bella Rose, Emillio (both 
Grand Prix dressage under the saddle of Isabel Werth), and 
Priboy are out of mothers by the Anglo Arab stallion Cacir 
AA (Cacique AA - Resena AA x Nithard AA, breeder: Jacques 
Guicheney and Martial Suhas), and all three were bred by 
ZG Strunk (Wilhelm, Heike†, and Heinrich Strunk – who 
bred Isabell Werth’s Bella Rose) .  

From 1985 to 1996 Cacir AA was located in Gevelsberg, on 

the border between Rhineland and Westfalia. The interest of 
Dr. Gerd Lehmann, the state stud manager at the time, was 
aroused by this stallion’s first-class conformation and his 
athletic disposition. The latter was impressively proven by Cacir 
AA’s performance test alongside his pedigree: His dam, 
Resena AA was also the dam of Inschallah AA. Dr. Lehmann's 
idea was to expand genetic diversity, and out of only a few 
coverings he produced six advanced-level dressage horses and 
six advanced-level jumping horses 

 
More French influence 

 
Flic en Flac Vimaje AA (2015: Shaman du Yam’s [SF] - 

Resena de Rouhet AA x Mokkaido X) was the only Anglo 
Arabian presented at the three-year-old Selle Français stallion 
championship in Saint-Lô in 2018, and ranked sixth overall 
with very good free jumping and jumping-under-saddle marks 
(respectively 16.88/20 and 17.25/20). Flic en Flac traces to the 
well-known great lines of the Adour region and Inschallah’s 
dam, Resena AA, a reference that certainly influenced the 
Oldenburg Studbook.  

Josef Kathmann and his daughter Carolin explain about 
the purchase of Flic en Flac Vimaje AA: “We discovered Flic en 
Flac AA in October 2018 at the Selle Français licensing in 
Saint-Lô. My father and I had travelled to Normandy with the 
Oldenburg breeding director Dr. Schulze-Schleppinghoff to 
find an interesting, outcross blooded jumping stallion for our 
station. Actually, we were interested in another stallion, but 
Flic en Flac AA immediately captivated us during his free 
jumping. The following day, the three-year-old had to jump 
under saddle outside in the big arena and Flic performed the 
task just super cool, galloping energetically from the 
hindquarters with great reflexes and incredibly good 
hindquarters at the jump. In addition, we found out that Flic 
comes from the direct damline of Inschallah AA, who was 
stationed at Vorwerk in Cappeln at the time, and brought a lot 
of good for Oldenburg and also for our breeding yard. So it 
was clear to us that he had to go to Hausstette.”  

At that time Dr. Schleppinghoff said: “Josef, buy the grey 
horse, we have already travelled all over Europe for such a 
horse and have not found an equal refiner in the last 30 years. 
And so the story took its course. Exactly two years later, Flic en 
Flac AA was awarded the 1c Main Premium Champion at the 
Springpferdezuchtverband Oldenburg-International due to 
his good foals. At the first offspring evaluation Dr. André Hahn 
praised his ‘correct, long-legged, highly modern blood foals 
with a very good movement’. We are convinced that the use of 
Anglo-Arabian blood is incredibly good for the Warmblood 
population, as they represent a completely different, new 
blood influence, and also bring toughness, willingness to 
perform, and endurance. In addition, all the offspring we have 
had the pleasure of meeting so far are characterized by an 
incredibly likeable, totally people-oriented character.” 

Dr. Wolfgang Schulze-Schleppinghoff has for a long time 
been the breeding director of the Oldenburger Verband, 
and since last year president of the Oldenburger Verband. 
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He says: “Anglo Arab bloodlines have for centuries played an 
important role in German breeding. They also played an 
important role in te Trakehner breeding in East-Prussia 
around 1900. For example the stallion Nana Sahib AA 
(Roitelet xx - Namir AA x Alger xx) was born in 1900 and 
had a relatively important influence on Trakehner breeding. 
He became the damsire of Cancara (Master Magpie xx) and 
other famous Trakehner stallions. After that you had Ramzes 
AA in Holstein. In my opinion he is the only one who has 
persisted in pedigrees, stamping through the generations.  

“He stood at the Janow Podlaski stud, which I visited once, 
and saw the Anglo Arab stallion Veritas AA (Vidoc AA - Isis 
d’Or AA x Rio Negro AA), who also stood for a while in 
Oldenburg. Inschallah AA was in his time a very influential 
stallion and modernized the breed with nobility. His offspring 
were tall, had a good jump, and could move well. He also had 
a lot of approved sons. So he really put his mark on 
Oldenburger breeding. He was in my opinion a very important 
stallion and was what we needed at the time in our breeding, 
so we owe the Anglo Arabian horse a lot in Oldenburg. The 
breed really helped us to modernize the breed during the 
period when the heavy work-type horse changed into a 
modern riding horse type. I also think that the time is now 
right to bring new blood through the right Anglo Arabian 
stallion into Germany’s Warmblood breeding population.” 

 
The mare Brillante x 
 
Bred by Roger Martinez, Matcho AA (Pancho II AA - Timab 
de Fondelyn AA x Karikal IV AA) started his honorable career 
in racing with two wins and four places in nine starts.  Matcho 
AA did well in Hanoverian dressage horse breeding, 
particularly as a dam producer. As a sire he gave 37 advanced 
dressage horses, and eight advanced jumping horses, as well as 
seven driving horses at advanced level. He sired 43 approved 
sons, and also did well as a damsire, fathering Lissaro van de 
Helle (Lissabon - Marquesa) for breeder Jürgen Dittmer and, 
according to Dr. Schulze-Schleppinghoff: “Matcho AA had a 
lot of influence on German Warmblood breeding. He had 
many sons approved for breeding, and his strength was in 
producing dressage horses.” 

The noble, long-lined Warendorf State Stud stallion 
Upan la Jarthe AA (Pancho II AA - Uob de Fondelyn AA x 
Flor II AA, breeder: Jules Louis Claessen Ten Ambergen) 
comes out of the same damline as Matcho AA and is without 
doubt a particularly valuable representative of his breed. He 
stood from 1995 to 2005 in Warendorf and was approved for 
the Trakehner Studbook as well as the Rheinland and 
Westfalian studbooks. He gave, for example, Westfalian 
approved stallion Up to Date (out of Zarah x Zeus x 
Wettstreit) and jumped at 1m60 under the saddle of Michael 
Whitaker. From this damline also comes the stallion Et Hop 
AA who sired BWP ambassador Lys de Darmen (out of 
Darmen by Tanäel, bred by Raymond Groult). These three 
Pancho II AA sons all trace back to the Anglo Arab mare 
Brillante AA (Noveldo AA - Oranza AA x Idano AA).  

The legacy of Zeus 

Bred and born at Pierre Dambier’s stud in Charentes, 
Zeus (Arlequin AA - Urielle x Matador AA) was a full brother 
to the excellent Diablesse (Arlequin AA), successful at 
international level in showjumping, and his name changed 
several times when he stood in the Netherlands and 
Oldenburg. A worthy Arlequin colt, Zeus produced 
headstrong but really talented jumpers who had some issues in 
coping with the German style of riding. However, Zeus asserted 
himself to become one of the best stallions in the world in his 
time – ranked sixth as an international sire with the WBFSH in 
the 1990s according to the number of registered offspring – 
before he turned out to be an outstanding dam producer 
(including Tinka’s Boy).  

Zeus is the sire of many jumping horses that were 
successful at World Cup level when bred to Warmblood dams 
(i.e. Ennio, Czar, Playback, Midnight Madness, Lonesome 
Dove, etc.) or near half blood (Zandor Z, Zalza, etc.). In 
Germany he produced more than 200 offspring that were 
jumping at 1m40 and higher. He also had 24 approved sons 
in Germany.  

Speaking about Zeus, Gudala Vorwerk-Happ said; “Zeus 
was a very strong stallion, and died a few days for his 30th 
birthday. We started with artificial insemination because we 
leased Zeus for a few years to the Netherlands. He stood at the 
studfarm of Hans Rehbergen, and his name used then was 
Nurzeus. I really don’t see Zeus as an Anglo Arab stallion. Yes, 
his line is very much influenced by Anglo Arab blood, but he 
was registered as a Selle Français stallion.”  

 
Anglo Arabs in sport  
 

When breeders and studbooks are looking for blood to 
refresh their bloodlines, they look to the past when Anglo Arab 
blood proved its worth in sport horse breeding in eventing and 
showjumping.  

Gilles Bertran de Balanda was a member of the French 
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junior team in 1968 and 1969, and reserve rider for the 
Munich 1972 Olympic Games with Urbin, a Selle Français 
horse owned by FFSE (which later became the FFE – French 
Equestrian Federation). 

In 1976, he was again the reserve rider for the Montreal 
Olympic Games with the grey Anglo-Arabian Béarn 
(Dionysos II AA - Sambre et Meuse x Dan II) with whom he 
won the Rome Grand Prix. The pair also scored a double 
clear round in the Nations Cup of Aachen. His number-one 
top horse was also an Anglo Arab, Sigurd (Djecko AA - 
Synthese xx x Atys xx). Balanda recalls: “I learned to ride on 
Thoroughbred and Anglo Arab horses. I love the Anglo Arab  
because of my education and I love that the horses have 
blood. My first best horse in my life when I began to compete 
in showjumping was Sigurd AA. I won a lot with this horse; 
CSIOs, Nation Cups, the World Championship in La Baule. 
He was a very special horse, very small but with a big 
character, and when he gave his heart he gave it all. I rode 
him everywhere. I also rode Fol Avril AA. He had a big heart 
and an outstanding canter. I even rode him in some classes 
in Aachen, but he lacked a little scope for top sport.   

“I think that the Anglo Arab can be very interesting for 
sport horse breeding, although I’m not sure if they have every 
inch of scope to get to the top. The qualities of the Anglo Arab 
are their agility and carefulness, and giving blood to their 
offspring. Plus, it’s good to have this blood in the motherline, 
when you consider the stallion Quick Star, ridden by Meredith 
Michaels Beerbaum. He was the combination of the stallion 
Galoubet A, whom I rode, while his mother was Stella, a small 
mare by Nithard AA. She was very hot and sensitive and was 
ridden by Nelson Pessoa in sport. The combination of 
Galoubet A and AA blood made Quick Star.”  

Bred by Jean-Luc Frezier, Ryon d’Anzex AA (Massando AA 
- Hera B x Dandy du Verger) competed at 1m60 level under 
the saddle of Spain’s Fernando Fourcade. He won the CSIO 
Grand Prix in Barcelona, finished third in Falsterbo, fifth in La 
Baule, and also distinguished himself in Nations Cups, as well 
as at the Mediterranean Games (winning team bronze). He 
was also a member of the Spanish team at the 1993 European 
Championships and the 1994 World Championships in The 
Hague. Fernando Fourcade recalls: “He was a very careful 
horse and a big fighter. I won the Barcelona CSIO five-star 
Grand Prix with him and together weparticipated in the World 
Equestrian Games and European Championship. I think he 
was the best horse I ever had.” 

The Anglo Arab stallion Cook du Midour AA (Iago C AA - 
Leila Vergoignan AA x Demon Dissipe II AA, bred by 
Dominique Philipponnat) was also active at the highest level in 
showjumping under the saddle of Frenchwoman Alexandra 
Ledermann. She recalls: “Cook du Midour AA was a fabulous 
stallion with an extraordinary character, magnificent gaits, with 
a lot of balance and amplitude, and great jumping ability. He 
was not at all Anglo Arabian because he was very tall (172cms) 
and massive, with a rather cold temperament. My best memory 
with him is our third place in the 1m60 Grand Prix in Aachen 
where he did a magnificent triple clear in 2000.” His mother 

Leila Vergoignan AA competed at international level under 
the saddle of Hervé Godignon. 

Thomas Carlile is a French Olympic eventing rider who 
lives in the south-west of France and has already had a lot of 
success with several Anglo Arab and half Anglo Arab horses:  
“For me as a rider it is more important to have quality in the 
horse, the breed is quite secondary. I come from the south-west 
of France so I was in the middle of the Anglo Arabian breeding 
community. It was a type of breed that was quite common for 
me to ride, and although I appreciate the qualities of the 
breed, I’m not an Anglo Arab purist. I am a competitive rider.  

“The real quality of the Anglo Arab is their speed and 
stamina, mainly for eventing. Their agility, the toughness,  and 
their health is usually very good. The pure Anglo Arabs have 
not been affected by some of the diseases appearing in 
Warmblood breeding. Quite often the Anglo Arab is very 
sensitive and careful. They usually have a bit of heat about 
them. I see a lot of breeders who want to bring blood to a mare 
using a Thoroughbred, although Thoroughbreds tend to be 
very cold; bringing blood – as in stamina and speed – but they 
don’t always bring the energy. The Thoroughbred can be slow 
in the jump were the Anglo Arab is a lot more agile, quicker in 
their feet, and more reactive. These are the qualities I look for 
in a pure Anglo Arab horse.  

“But for modern sport the Anglo Arab often lacks some 
strength in the back and a bit of bone, and they don’t have all 
the scope. In the nineties the Anglo Arabs were really good at 
1m35 or 1m40, but they didn’t have the scope and power for 
higher. although there were the exceptions that jumped 1m60. 
That is the interesting part of a half-bred. If you can cross a 
bloodmare with a Warmblood to bring the movement, the 
scope, and the power with the strength in the back, that is 
where the magic can work. There is also the bonus regarding 
the mare educating the foal with temperament, generosity, and 
energy. In the past there was one type of Anglo Arab horse for 
different disciplines and now there are two different types of 
Anglo Arabs; for sport and racing. They are two completely 
different types. We have lost some of the alchemy that created 
so many great Anglo Arabs in the eighties and nineties. 

“As it’s very difficult to find new bloodlines, I went out of 
interest to Dr. Andreas Gygax in Poland to find new blood. I 
brought back a young stallion, but because the breeding was 
unknown to Anglo Arab breeders they didn’t use him. It was 
too strange for them. The horse is now with Andrew Hoy.”  

The above-mentioned horse, OSO Monolitos AA (Huzar 
AA - Mocca AA x Baryt AA, bred by Aleksander Loj) is, in fact, 
a Malopolska-bred horse of a very nice type.  

 
Landgestüt Marbach 

 
Landgestüt Marbach has a long tradition with stallions that 

add blood and refinement to the breeding population; 
Thoroughbreds, Trakehners, pure Arabians, Shagya Arabian,s 
and Anglo Arabs. State Stud director Astrid von Velsen-
Zerweck provides an insight as to how these refinement 
stallions work at Landgestüt Marbach: “Our stud has been 
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connected with Arabian horses since 1817 which was the work 
of King William I of Württemberg. The Württemberger breed 
has for several centuries used Trakehner or East Prussian 
bloodlines for refinement, so there has always been a 
connection to refinement blood.  

“I also have a background with refinement blood 
because my father used to be the breeding director with the 
Trakehner Studbook. I grew up with horses that had a lot of 
blood, so I already had some knowledge in understanding 
these bloodlines. The breeders here in Württemberg are also 
open minded. Every year we have stallion parades and invite  
guest countries and one year we invited France to come with 
stallions. At that time the state studs still existed so they 
brought, for example, Flipper d’Elle [Selle Français] and 
Icare d'Olympe AA (Feticheur AA - Unastella AA x Impulsif 
AA, bred by Pierre de la Serve). We then leased Icare 
d'Olympe AA and purchased him when the state studs in 
France dissolved. He is still with us and is now 26. I was 
interested in acquiring another Anglo Arab stallion and 
that’s how I discovered Nathan de la Tour AA (Fusain du 
Defey AA - Suzy de la Tour AA x Faritchou AA, bred by Jean-
Michel Garnier), so I leased him for three or four years and 
covered quite a number of mares who gave good offspring 
for Trakehner and Warmblood breeding. We still have 
frozen semen from him because his offspring are really 
good. Through contact with Génétiqu’Anglo I always looked 
to have one or more Anglo Arab stallions to offer to the 
breeders.  

“In 2018, the Trakehner studbook started an initiative to 
use more Anglo Arab stallions as a blood alternative with 
performance. As Trakehner is a closed studbook, it’s 
important for them to be able to bring in new blood that they 
are allowed to use. So they travelled throughout France to 
discover as many stallions as possible who would be eligible for 
the Trakehner Studbook. They made a list of stallions that 
could work, purchased frozen semen, and stored it with us, and 
the project is going very well.  

“Thanks to this project we now have Cestuy la de 
L’Esques AA (King Size AA - Gaia of Ultan AA x Ultan AA, 
bred by Laurent Jamault). He is a very interesting stallion 
who is now competing at CCI3* under the saddle of Thomas 
Carlile. Plus we offer Potter du Manaou AA (Ryon D’Anzex 
AA - Ienisseie du Loup AA x Rif du Crocq AA, bred by 
Claude Saramon) who has already given the 1m60 horse 
Prestige Kalone AA, as well as the CCI4* successful eventing 
horse Don Juan de Rouhet AA IFCE.” 

In terms of Anglo Arab stallions having a lot to offer to 
Warmblood breeders, Astrid von Velsen-Zerweck says; “We use 
Anglo Arab bloodlines for the same purpose as Trakehner 
horses; they are bred for generations as riding horses. Also in 
Anglo Arab breeding you have several breeding directions, as 
well as the one for racing, but we look at the Anglo Arab horses 
that are bred for their riding-horse qualities, eventing, and 
jumping. That is why I find the Anglo Arab horses very 
interesting as they match well to our jumping horses and to our 
blood-typed Trakehner mares. 

“Our jumping horses are in need of another refreshment 
of refinement blood, not in the way that they need to be more 
noble, but needing more refinement blood in the pedigree. 
Our horses have a lot of Thoroughbred and also Anglo Arab 
blood in generations that are further back in a pedigree. With 
the known Anglo Arab stallions you can connect with the old 
bloodlines to reinforce the positive characteristics, or you use 
the Anglo Arab bloodlines really as an out-cross effect. The 
ones who are selected for jumping will add characteristics for 
jumping. You try to get the positive features through finding 
these stallions and using them. The positive features you 
should always try to get are the willingness to perform, a good 
character, sound horses, strong horses, and fertility. When you 
use the horses that are selected for this you will get the 
elements that you can use. But it’s very important that you 
select the right one, although that’s the same with every horse 
for breeding. There are also several Anglo Arab motherlines in 
France that were crossed with jumping-bred Warmblood 
stallions and who bring performance.” 

 
New blood in Belgium and Germany 

 
Encouraged by positive results, German breeders continue 

their search for Anglo Arab stallions, although they are still 
difficult to find. Nevertheless, in 2018 they discovered two 
promising new colts in France.  

I’ll Win Domerguie AA (Potter du Manaou AA - 
Bahirade Domerguie AA x l’Elu de Dun AA, bred by Patrick 
Loudieres and Kirsten Blachetta), third in the French 
national championship for foals, caught the eye of the 
German breeders present in Pompadour. Since then, 
Süderhof stud presented him at the stallion approvals in 
Pompadour in 2021 where he was approved. He will join 
L’Elu de Dun AA (Prima d’Or AA) and Fandsy AA (Safir AA) 
at the Söderhof Stud. The second colt was the previously 
mentioned Flic en Flac Vimaje AA. 
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Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games in 2021 with Andrew Hoy (AUS)



Joris van Dijck owns a studfarm in Belgium and is the 
owner of the very promising stallion Ermitage Kalone, about 
whom he says; “We are definitely not against AA blood in 
breeding as we had a pure AA stallion at our stud. Also my own 
father’s-bred stallion Obourg (Richebourg - Jusquiame de 
Champenotte x Oberon du Moulin) comes out of an AA 
damline. Now we have Ermitage Kalone (Catoki -Bellaventure 
Kalone x Kannan, bred by Magali Dessalles) at our stud. The 
famous French mare Opaline des Pins (Garitchou AA - Jasmina 
x Almè) foaled all her foals with us. I am convinced that the 
Anglo Arab gives blood to the offspring. I see that too with 
Ermitage Kalone as he has so much blood, and with Obourg 
the same. Opaline des Pins had almost too much blood for 
sport but she was perfect as a broodmare.” 

We have seen in the past in Belgium that Anglo Arab 
marelines were able to create top horses. The line of 
Ballerine III X has produced an incredible number of 
approved stallions and sport horses. The most famous one, 
to date, remains Itot du Chateau (Le Tot de Semilly - Sophie 
du Chateau x Galoubet A, bred by Jean Grandjean) who 
jumped at the Olympic Games, in Nations Cups, and World 
Cups under the saddle of Edwina Tops-Alexander.  

The line of Ifrane AA also produced many top-class sport 
horses and approved stallions, including two 1m60 jumpers.  
From recent times we should also mention Mylord Carthago 
(Carthago) and Bamako de Muze (Darco) out of Fragance 
de Chalus (Jalisco B - Nifrane x Fury de la Cense, bred by 
Solange Planson). These lines are also suitable for refining 
and for adding new blood to the population of eventing and 
showjumping horses.  

 
Geographical influence 
 

Gautier Bouchard is a breeder from the Midi Pyrénées – 
the main area in France where Anglo Arab horses are bred –  
and is a third generation AA breeder following his parents and 
grandparents. Gautier started to cross Anglo Arab bloodlines 
with Warmblood stallions and provides his insights as to what 
Anglo Arabs can bring to Warmblood breeding: “I am crossing 
Anglo Arab lines with Warmblood stallions because I think I 
can make good horses for sport with this combination. You 
need to keep in mind that the blood of Anglo Arabs is 
interesting for showjumping and also for eventing. These 
horses are not heavy in type, they have a lot of energy because 
they have more blood. Their advantage compared to a 
Thoroughbred is that they have jumping in their blood, they 
have the intelligence for jumping. For eventing the blood is 
also important to maintain the speed and stamina. The Anglo 
Arab horse does not have excellent movement, which makes it 
interesting to cross with, for example, German-bred mares who 
do have good movement. Anglo Arab horses do everything for 
their rider. They have a lot of courage and willingness to 
perform. You need to give an Anglo Arab horse more time to 
allow them grow, and they are very sensitive and will quickly tell 
you if they have pain. It is also important for them to get a 
connection with their rider.  

“One very important advantage is that the horses are 
intelligent. Often in training it’s enough to show them 
something just once. We can measure their breeding value in 
the fact that a lot of interesting French damlines began with an 
Anglo Arab damline. Selle Français breeders purchased Anglo 
Arab mares and could cross them without the pressure to keep 
them pure-bred, thereby using the mares to improve the Selle 
Français stock.  

“Prestige Kalone AA was very special to watch when he was 
a young horse, magical. You sensed that he could jump higher. 
What is important with crossing Anglo Arab stallions is that you 
need to really put a lot of thought into why you want to use a 
certain stallion. The Anglo Arab has a bit of its own way of 
jumping. I would suggest using taller mares that need 
refinement, but who also have a lot of power and a very good 
front-end technique. This would come into mind for stallions 
like Flic en Flac Vimaje AA and Prestige Kalone AA.” 

 
The Anglo Arab’s versatility 
 

I focused in this article on the use of Anglo Arab 
bloodlines for sport, in particular eventing and showjumping. 
However, Matcho AA produced some dressage horses in 
Germany.  

However, in France there are three breeding directions for 
the Anglo Arab horse; as a sport horse, for racing, and for 
endurance. One French breeder who has been successful in 
breeding horses for all three disciplines is Renée Laure Koch. 
Among her pure-bred Arabians, group winners or placers born 
at the Haras du Maury are very much represented. It should be 
noted that while Arabian horse racing is not well known in the 
world of equestrian sports, they are now being raced in many 
countries, with substantial prize money on offer.  

Renée Laure Koch is one of the major players in this 
international industry where she officiates at all levels: trainer, 
broker, breeder, advisor to investors from the Middle East, etc. 
At the same time she has ridden and won in jumping and at 
the highest level in endurance. But it all started in equestrian 
sport with Anglo-Arabs. “I can’t do everything by myself like 
training Arabians for racing and showjumping, so I gave my 
showjumping horses to the rider, Patrick Sisqueille. He likes 
and respects the horses, he gives them the time they need, and 
that’s important. Although I still like a lot the Anglo Arab, I 
don’t breed with them now because of the marketplace.  

“I started racing with Arabian horses with French 
bloodlines and never forget the work done by older breeders 
when I plan the stallion for the mare – always taking the 
previous generations into account. It makes me sad that a lot 
of breeders stopped breeding pure Anglo Arab horses as 
they still have one part of my heart. It’s disappointing that 
breeders didn’t breed their Anglo mares to Anglo Arab 
stallions to get a filly to continue the line. If we continue like 
we are doing now we will lose the Anglo Arab horse. I 
understand it is what the market wants, but I was not a 
breeder for the market. I don’t judge other breeders, it is just 
a pity that we lose this concentration of quality. If you 
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understand the Anglo Arab horse you will understand that 
they are the best horses on the world. 

“When I started to breed Arabian horses I rode one or two 
first and said they are fantastic horses. I was looking at the 
studbooks and I saw all the work that was done by the old 
breeders and I noticed that also here we were losing fantastic 
Arabian blood. For me as a breeder there are no differences in 
breeding a sport horse or a racehorse. It all starts with the right 
mare. You need to know exactly want you want to breed. For 
the Anglo Arab sport horse it was important for me to know 
how the horse jumped and moved. For the Arabian racehorse 
I try to find a mare with a good conformation, and with a 
stallion I try to find what he can improve in the offspring. The 
Arabian horse is very late ripening, so I tried to look for 
stallions that are more mature.  

“In France we do a lot of endurance with Arabian-bred 
horses, because sometimes the horses are not good enough for 
flat racing or they need more time to mature. In racing we go 
faster and faster, and I said if we’re going faster we need Anglo 
Arab horses. I was the first in France and perhaps the first in 
the world who tried with Anglo Arab horses. From the outset I 
tried with 50% Anglo with the Arabian blood very close, 
because the Arabian horse has a lot of endurance. My way of 
working is that when you believe in something you need to do 
it, even if it takes a long time to get the answer. I purchased two 
horses for endurance, one was a 50% mix Anglo-
Arab/Arabian. The horse was not very good in flat racing, and 
in endurance the heartbeat is not allowed to be higher than 
64. In the beginning this horse always had a heartbeat higher 
than 64. The horse had had a bad experience in the past and 
this was something it needed to forget. The French endurance 
trainer told me that this horse would never become an 
endurance horse, but I continued, and slowly he became a very 
good competitor. So good, in fact, that I sold him to Sheikh 
Mohammed Al Maktoum, and I think he was probably the first 
Anglo Arab horse to win in the Emirates with Sheikh 
Mohammed.  

“In breeding it’s not possible to go the quick way. You need 
time and you also need to have the right rider on your horse. 
A horse needs a lot of education and work to reach Grand Prix 
level and to become good. I think I’ve been really lucky with 
the horses in my life. I worked really hard and a lot of my family 
and friends said that I was crazy. But I liked this so I was happy 
all the time. You need a lot of luck in breeding.” 

 
The rise and fall and rise of Anglo Arabians 

 
Dr. Raffaele Cherchi, veterinarian and director of Agris, a 

public organization in Sardinia that deals with reproduction 
and the breeding of horses, in 2020 published the 
monography in the Italian language L’Anglo Arabo – la 
versatilità, il cuore, la classe di un cavallo europeo (The Anglo 
Arabian – the versatility, the heart, the class of a European 
horse), which was subsequently translated into French. In hid 
book Dr. Cherchi describes the origins of the breed, its 
characteristics, and its evolution in the various countries where 

it was and still is bred. He also tried to analyze the recent 
decline of the Anglo Arabian and captured the first signs of the 
breed crisis, that still affects the development and maintenance 
of Anglo Arabians into the late 1980s. It must be premised, 
however, that for a long time and, at least until the end of the 
1990s, AA sport horses competed at the same level with all 
other breeds in equestrian competitions. 

Then, the primary Anglo-Arabian horse producing 
countries saw a reduction in engagement from some vital 
public organizations that formerly operated in favor of 
Anglo Arabs; a situation that was not sufficiently outweighed 
by private production which was thereby deprived of reliable 
points of reference as well as long-term planning and 
programmes. In fact, even today private production is 
extremely fragmented and has not found a way to administer 
itself effectively and create rules to guarantee minimum 
levels of management.  

So, at the end of the 1990s and in the first decade of the 
new millennium, Anglo Arabians showed a dramatic drop in 
production; mostly in France and Italy, the number of Anglo 
Arabian breeders had practically halved. At the same time 
the physiognomy of the breeders changed, most of whom 
started their breeding activity as hobbyists while old AA 
breeders’ families simply stopped breeding, so the number 
of breeders seriously decreased in direct proportion to the 
number of mares and stallions.  

At the same time, the globalization of breeding markets 
and the opening of numerous foreign Warmblood 
studbooks led to new commercial competition which, in 
turn, caused a worrying fall – mainly in France – in the  
number of births in subsequent years: From around 2,000 
foals in 1996 to approximately 700 in 2016. Similarly, in Italy 
(Sardinia), the drop in births was dramatic; quantifiable at 
around 65% fewer during the same period. 

This overall collapse of production and the consequent 
numerical contraction of the population have, as a side 
effect, effected a reduction in genetic variability and a 
worrying consanguinity (not always ‘technically’ desired) in 
the main genetic lines, and pushed the breed to a serious 
risk of extinction – at least with regard to the Anglo Arabian 
sport line. 

However, despite the intense reduction in the number of 
Anglo Arabians, they continued to perform quite well even 
in international competitions. Just recall the names of 
important performers such as Crocus Jacob (Emir de la Fot 
AA - Poursuite AA x Oxys du Voulgis X) ridden by Jean Luc 
Force; Alco (Nanval), Paprika della Loggia (Fougeaux X - 
Bellivienne SF x Arlequin X AA) ridden by Roberto Arioldi, 
and many others. 

Dr. Cherchi is mindful that the global population of 
Anglo-Arabians, in absolute terms, has never been plentiful 
from a numerical point of view but, consequently, its  
consistent presence at very good levels in sporting 
competitions must be considered important in percentage 
terms. He argues that the little-diffused phenomenon of high 
performance by Anglo-Arabian horses in recent times must, 
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therefore, be traced back to the low production that cannot 
even be remotely compared to the global number of 
Warmblood horses in production in the world. If this 
consideration had its validity in the past, today it is even more 
evident if we consider a numerically insignificant production 
of Anglo Arabians for sporting disciplines and their 
distinguished presence in important competitions.  

Noteworthy, and mentioned earlier are performers such 
as Prestige Kalone or Vasnupied de Jonkiere, born in the 
midst of the Anglo Arabian crisis in France. In this context, 
and considering the overall contraction of the Anglo-
Arabian population globally, the greatest concern is that the 
Anglo-Arabian sport line will fall, and the worrying progress 
of this phenomenon is that a growing number of excellent 
Anglo Arabians mares are only being covered or inseminated 
by stallions of other breeds, in the name of globalizing a 
‘type’ of horse and selected above all, if not exclusively for 
showjumping.  

In 2009, this phenomenon already affected a third of the 
Anglo-Arabian mares (the best of them) and today it is 
estimated that over 80% are used in this way, i.e. the stock of 
mares in the sport line is almost entirely destined to produce 
for other breeds, without regenerating in purity. 

This deplorable situation has produced the following 
effects:  
• the use of the best genetics for crossing with other breeds that 
have benefited from them; 
• the use of lower quality mares to produce purity resulting in 
the systematic reproductive use of lower genetic variables. 
In light of the above, an overall decline in the quality of pure 
Anglo-Arabian products appears inevitable.  

It is not difficult to understand that, in this context, the 
state of Anglo-Arabians horses in sporting activity, and in 
particular showjumping, derived from this insane selective 
‘overturned’ practice. In turn, this has created a strong 
prejudice again the Anglo Arabian and the consequent 
atrophy of its once excellent market. Basically, we are faced 
with an absurd paradox. In fact, while the Anglo-Arabian 
stallions are confirmed and are still sought as ‘improvers’ for 
all the breeds into which their blood is introduced, their 
sporting quality, so to speak, remains at stake or, in the worst 
case scenario has regressed due to the unavailability of the best 
genetic lines for pure-bred production.  

A determined marketing operation by producers and 
distributors of frozen semen of stallions from other studbooks, 
when it was very rare to find frozen semen of Anglo-Arabian 
stallions, has helped to fuel the phenomenon of the off-breed 
employment of the best Anglo Arabian mares, impoverishing 
the Anglo Arabian breed itself and fomenting prejudice and 
discredit. This prejudice is unfair and not well reasoned if we 
consider the successes of the very few ‘good family’ Anglo 
Arabians for sport that have remained, and are nowadays 
competing against the tens of thousands of horses from 
globalized Warmblood productions.  

The real problem for Anglo-Arabian sport horses at the 
moment is the very low number of high quality AA mares 

that produce in Section II of the studbook; the difficulty of 
recovering the best genetic components of the breed from 
the AA studbook’s Section III; and the persistent 
indiscriminate use of the best AA mares only for the 
production of sport horses belonging to other breed 
studbooks. Obviously, these are problems that the 
international governance of the AA breed will have to take 
into account in identifying the best strategies to combat the 
extinction of the breed. CIAA (Conference Internationale 
de l’Anglo Arabe) is working on this. 

In his book Cherchi recognizes the leading role of 
France and the primogeniture in the experimentation and 
formal definition of the Anglo Arabian breed, but at the 
same time he remembers how Anglo Arabian crosses also 
occurred in other European countries where the parental 
breeds were present; i.e. Thoroughbred and Arabian horses. 
In these countries (Italy, Poland, Spain, etc.) the native 
mares entered these crossings combining with the 
Thoroughbred and Arabian bloodlines. This also happened 
in Italy and, particularly, in Sardinia. 

Italy is the second largest producer of Anglo Arabian 
horses after France but it is in the island of Sardinia that 
most of the Italian Anglo Arabian production is bred. 
Sardinian breeders produce Anglo Arabians for both racing 
and sport. The number of foals born on this Mediterranean 
island of the Mediterranean is second only to that of Anglo-
Arabians born in France even though, as everywhere, the 
decline in births in recent decades has been dramatic and 
has seriously affected the sport line of the Anglo-Arabian. 
The Anglo-Arabian racing line, on the other hand, has been 
resistant and has not been conditioned by any breed 
prejudice, only by the results and the prize money.  

The Anglo Arabians born in Sardinia are also protagonists 
of the famous and reckless race called the Palio di Siena which 
every year takes place in August in the beautiful town of 
Tuscany. Since 2000, in this very traditional race, the horses 
have been almost exclusively Anglo Arabians from Sardinia. 

The origins of the Anglo Arabian horse in Sardinia dates 
back to the second half of the 19th century, when their native 
mares of Oriental origin were crossed with Arabian and 
Oriental stallions but also with the Thoroughbred. The first 
selected group of broodmares was called the ‘Sardinian 
Arab’, although it was genetically Anglo Arabian, 
considering the Anglo-Eastern origin of most of the mares.  

From the 1960s to the end of the last century, Sardinia 
produced excellent AA horses for sport competitions that had 
very good performances both in show jumping and in 
eventing also at an international level. 

 
Hanging on by a thread! 
 

In conclusion, Thomas Carlile perhaps offers what could 
be seen as a survival scenario: “The Anglo Arab breed in 
France needs a kick up the backside now. If you want to breed 
a quality horse you have to think outside the box and search 
for quality.” ■
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The fact that this news attracted the most hits of any 
previously published item indicated how engaged the 

horse industry had become with regard to the plight of 
equines in Ukraine. Many equestrian federations and 
corporations immediately responded by donating, 
gathering, and transporting feed and essential supplies to 
support breeders and riders left vulnerable by the Russian 
invasion of their homeland. Our long-time Polish 
correspondent, Agata Grosicka, has been on the frontline in 
terms of connecting with breeders and horse owners 
crossing the border, and on May 17 reported in an email that 
over two million Ukrainian refugees had so far arrived, and 
more with every passing day. “Today I passed Warsaw West 
railway station where there are many NGO tents with food, 
etc. I saw many people arriving – coming from Mariupol and 

Donetsk – the far eastern region of Ukraine.” She also noted 
that some refugees are, in fact, now returning to Kyiv, and 
she’d heard that Lviv – a western city of Ukraine, is fairly safe 
and is regaining its social vibrancy. 

We are, therefore, privileged to publish the following 
interview with Anita Krylova, who evacuated 11 horses from 
her equestrian centre and made the difficult journey of 
nearly 800 kilometres from Kyiv to the Polish border. 
 

◆ Where did you live and keep your horses in Ukraine? 
I’m from Kharkov and lived there, but four years ago I 

moved to Kyiv, invited by Natalia Popova, the owner of 
Magnat Stables. I moved there with my horses and my family. 
I’m also the head trainer of Liberty Horses in Ukraine, which 
I also founded. In Kyiv I worked with children teaching them 
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An emotional journey for Anita 
Krylova from Ukraine to Poland
BY AGATA GROSICKA 
PHOTOGRAPHY: AGATA GROSICKA

Editor’s introduction: On March 9, 2022, we published a ‘news flash’ on our website 
announcing that Cornet Obolensky and Comme Il Faut NRW had been evacuated from 
Ukraine and had safely crossed the border into Poland. 

l-r: Anita’s partner Maxim Kaciurovskij, Ilona Turowska, Anita Krylova, and Bohdana Sycewska  
with some of the horses evacuated from Ukraine



how to look after my own horses, and hoping that they would 
grow into good adults. My work received a lot of recognition 
in the equestrian world because it involved gentle training, 
with no pressure. The liberty system is very good for personal 
development.  

 
◆ When did you decide to leave Kyiv? 

On Thursday, February 24, I woke up at 6:00 a.m. and 
heard some strange noise not too far from my house. We 
lived just outside Kyiv. I was alone at home with my daughter 
because Maxim, my partner, had gone to Dniepropietrovsk 
to pick up a horse. At first I didn’t know what was happening 
but I soon understood that the war had just started. I saw 
many notifications from my friends on my phone writing to 
tell me about bombs falling. I was six months pregnant and 
at first could not pull myself together, so I called Maxim, who 
was in the Donieck area collecting the horse, and he 
confirmed the news. I grabbed our documents and waited. I 
called my mother who was in Kharkov at that time and she 
sent me a photo taken from her window where I could see 
soldiers. Our family house was close to the border so I told 
her to grab the necessary documents and move to another 
part of city and stay with friends for a couple of days. Later 
she went to Lviv through Poltava, where she waited for me.  

When Maxim returned home we discussed the whole 
situation. He’s originally from Donetsk and during 2014 war 
he evacuated horses from the war zone. He said that we had 
to leave now, but I couldn’t go and leave my horses behind.  
We asked our horse friends to lend us a horse truck but 
nobody was willing, which I totally understood because 
everybody needed their own transportation for evacuation. 
So in the end Maxim borrowed a regular non-horse truck 
and adapted it so we could transport as many horses as 
possible. It was our only chance.  

It took Maxim three nights and two days to adapt the 
truck and make it safe for transporting horses. The truck was 
ready at 6:00 a.m., we packed in two hours and set off west 
with our 11 horses. I contacted Natalia Popova, the owner of 
Magnat Stables in Kyiv and she helped us to get through the 
so-called ‘Green Corridor’. It was the only safe way westwards 
at that time. We travelled around Kyiv, south to Czerkasy, and 
all the way to the town of Khmielnicki. 

At that time I posted a request for help on social media 
because I knew that I wouldn’t be able to cross the border on 
my own – we didn’t have sufficient money to pay first for fuel 
and then for any expenses such as border protocols and 
customs. We didn’t even know how much it would cost – we 
were actually among the first people who tried to evacuate 
horses, so I also asked many questions on social media. 

 
◆ Who answered you? 

Many people from Ukraine, even from Russia. From 
Belarus, Poland, Germany, and other countries. A lot of 
people wrote and sent some money, offering to 
accommodate some of my horses: Two, four, or even five. It 
was amazing. Then Ilona Turowska wrote that she could take 

all of my horses. At that time we had three such invitations, 
but I remember that hers stuck in my mind. I was very scared 
about our future, but I’d read about Ilona and understood 
that she was a breeder living in the eastern part of Poland. I 
really had a good feeling about her and her place.  

At that time we had been on the road for three days and 
two nights. It was very difficult for us and for our horses. We 
slept in the truck and could only stop to water our horses 
twice a day. In fact, the only place we could get water was at 
fuel stations, which were all closing at 4:00 p.m. At night we 
could find neither food nor water for us or the horses.  

 
◆ Where did you make your first stopover?  

We stopped in Khmielnicki at the place called the 
Paradise Stables, owned by friends of ours. They offered us 
five big boxes – all the free boxes they had. We 
accommodated two horses in each box, one pony was put in 
the round pen. We were then able to rest.   

 
◆ Were you in contact with any organizations at that time 
such as Help Ukrainian Horses or other NGOs offering 
assistance? 

No. Some people from these NGOs wrote to me, but I 
had little time to respond and managed to get help through 
private people. I felt very tired and was taken to hospital in 
Khmielnicki because there was threat to my pregnancy due 
to stress. Many people were offering help, and I was 
surprised by the number of countries inviting us to come. I 
decided to accept Ilona’s invitation, not only because of the 
location of her stud (about 100 kms from the Ukrainian 
border), but I had a good feeling about it. When we 
contacted each other online I understood that she’s a good 
person. That was very important to me. As soon as I 
understood this I said to my team that we had a place and 
we’re heading there.  

 
◆ Which part of your journey was the most difficult for you? 

The first days on the road from Kyiv to Khmielnicki were 
the most stressful for us because we didn’t know what was 
going to happen to us and were extremely worried about our 
future. We also had little money and, at that time, my mother  
was still in Kharkov. I was driving and crying, our horses were 
losing so much weight and muscle. We’d been looking after 
them to keep them in a good shape but now it was all gone, 
but luckily they were still alive. Whenever we opened the 
truck and went inside to give them water, I touched each one 
of them to make sure they were okay. For them the most 
important thing was that they were all together, and if any 
one of them got stressed, they looked at one another and felt 
relieved.  

 
◆ What happened when you reached Lviv? 

We were supposed to get some supplies for our horses, 
but everything was delayed. In Khmielnicki we’d been given 
some documents but then on the road we were called and 
informed about some problems. In Lviv we asked some 
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friends about accommodation for our horses while we waited 

for the problems to be sorted out and found a stable outside 
the city called ‘At Mr. Roman’. Mr. Roman turned out to be 
a wonderful person. He didn’t have boxes for our horses but 
he organized a paddock where we could keep them together 
except for our two stallions who were also with us. He gave 
us feed for horses which he’d received from Germany and 
we stayed there for three days. Our horses calmed down and 
in the meantime we tried to help other Ukrainian stables. We 
took the humanitarian feed and delivered it by car to the 
Lviv Hipodrome where they were keeping horses evacuated 
from Kharkov.  

 
◆ What happened when you arrived at the Polish border in 
Korczowa? 

It wasn’t difficult but took a lot of time. On the 
Ukrainian side there was a problem with our declaration. 
The custom officers were very helpful but it lasted six hours. 
We were running from one window to another doing 
paperwork, checking the truck, our passports. When we 
finally got all our stamps, we would have to cross the EU 
border into Poland, but I was scared that we were running 
out of time because on Sundays the border was closed. 

There was one truck ahead of us with 18 
horses and we were afraid we would be stuck 
at the border till Monday morning. A Polish 
border vet understood our problem and 
tried to get the paperwork done as quickly as 
possible, but it still took us the whole day. I 
did so much running that at the final 
customs window I was so stressed that I just 
started crying. Finally, when we got all the 
stamps at the Polish border and were free to 
go, I just stood there and cried happy tears 
that the journey was almost at an end. When 
we entered Polish territory, we just stopped a 
truck and stood there for a minute saying 
“we’ve done this”. I called Ilona and we 
arrived at her place a couple of hours later – 
we were both happy and exhausted because 
we hadn’t slept in more than 24 hours. 
When we arrived at Ilona’s Zamlyniec stud I 
hugged her and realized we’re going to be 
fine. She’d been in touch with us the whole 
time, trying to help, calling border officials 
and vets. She also raised money to help us 
and the horses. 

 
◆ What are your plans now? 

Now we’re simply trying to understand 
what we can do in the near future, and how 
we want to put our lives in order.   

 
◆ What kind of horses do you have? 

They are horses of Ukrainian breed, which are my 
favorite horses and my favorite mare called 
Spieszka, two horses of Taryska breed – 

these are blue-eyed palominos, bred in Estonia. One of my 
horses is Arabian. I also have a two-year-old Przewalskii mare 
who was rescued from the fire outside Chernobyl two years 
ago when she was only a few days old. I’ve been looking after 
her ever since. Now she’s been rescued for the second time 
in her life. 

 
◆ Have you been in contact with other Ukrainian stables? 

Of course. We know each other and have been trying to 
help each other organizing transportation and feed for our 
horses. Some stables have been burned down, some flooded, 
and some horses were simply set free to live at large so they 
would have more chances to survive. 

 
Anita Krylova has decided to remain in Poland with her 

family and horses. Her family has found a place not far away 
from Ilona Turowska’s stud which they would like to adapt to 
a stable, which Maxim is busy renovating at the moment. 
They want to settle there. Anita’s son will be born in June. ■
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In fact, the evening saw an exciting bidding duel between 
customers from Germany and the United States for 

catalogue number eight, Ronja Räubertochter. The Raven x 
Fidertanz daughter (bred and exhibited by Norbert 
Horstmann, Lüdinghausen) descends from the damline of 
Abegglen FH NRW, who celebrated great successes with 
Victoria Max-Theurer. With her typey appearance and her 
movement quality, the young filly convinced especially the 
customers from Germany in the end. For the hammer price 
of €17,000, she will move to the home of regular customers 
from the Münsterland, who also bought catalogue numbers 
one and 11, Fantastic Boy (For Romance x Everdale) and 
Sungino Perfect de Pad (So Perfect x Dimaggio), 
respectively.  

The virtual hammer fell at €14,500 for number three, 
Sir Kunterbunt (bred and exhibited by ZG Könnemann, 
Rhede). The chestnut colt had already enjoyed great 
popularity in advance of the sale, with his YouTube video 
being by far the most viewed of this auction collection. The 
son of Sir Donnerhall I x Fidertanz found his new home with 
regular customers from the Oldenburg region. 

Among the potential young jumping horses, with his 
striking face, the eye-catching catalogue number six also 
comes with an impressive pedigree. His dam C'est la vie by 
Cayetano L is half sister tp the highly successful showjumper 
Lektor ridden by Jessica Kürten (IRL). Henry (Hickstead 
Blue), was bred and exhibited by Ludger Hellkuhl, Dülmen, 
and changed hands for €10,500. 

Of the 20 foals 
offered for sale, 15 
changed hands that 
evening. On average, 
the customers of the 
Westfalian Studbook 
invested €8,950 in 
young horses for either 
dressage or jumping, 
with a total turnover of 
€134,250, and four of 
the sold foals cracked 
the €10,000 mark.  

Foreign customers 
were also very active 
during the five-day 
bidding period, and in 
the end two of the foals 
will be heading abroad 
to new owners.  

For many of the 
foals both new foreign 
as well as regular 
customers placed pre 
bids. ■

Raven tops the price list at 
Westfalian Foal Auction
BY JEAN LLEWELLYN  /  PRESS RELEASE 
PHOTOGRAPHY: RECKIMEDIA

In the second Westfalian foal auction of the year, 20 of the youngest Westfalians were offered 
for sale, with 75% finding new owners. A daughter of Raven danced to the top price, however, 
when Ronja Räubertochter changed hands at a hammer price of €17,000. On average, the 
foals that evening sole for €8,950. 

Most popular foal with dressage pedigree Ronja Räubertochter by Raven x Fidertanz



Sarah bred her chestnut gelding Corouet from her own 
former upper-level mount, Lilly Corinne. (Lovis Corinth 

x Fierant xx). “I had a fabulous mare that went to the 
European Championships in 2015, we had already started 
breeding with her. Corouet is our first born, it wasn’t a thing 
we had done before, but she was a fantastic mare and we 
thought why not?,”  

Sarah added that she had chosen the sire, Balou du 
Rouet (Baloubet du Rouet - Georgia x Continue) because 
she had another event horse sired by him. “I love what he 
produces… [and Corouet's] got a mighty big attitude in a 
small package. We have continued breeding and have some 
lovely siblings coming behind him.” 

Despite the fact that we have been told many times, you 
can’t specifically breed an eventer, the facts tell us otherwise, 
and many times the push to breed has come from the need 
to produce a horse for a member of the family to compete. 

The founding father of event horse breeding was the 
Englishman Sam Barr who in 1961 purchased a 
Thoroughbred foal he named Welton Gameful (Prince's 
Game xx out of a mare by the Pharos xx son Philae xx). 
Thereafter, ‘Welton’ became the prefix for Barr’s horses. 
Gameful was very much a family project and took Sam's 12-

year-old daughter, Dawn, Pony Club eventing. As a two-year-
old Gameful had covered four mares, the first foal to arrive, 
Gamekeeper, went on to qualify for Badminton with 
Sergeant Ben Jones. 

Gameful died as a result of a paddock accident at the age 
of 14, but his three sons carried on the legacy: Welton Louis, 
Welton Crackerjack, and Welton Apollo. 

Louis, 1968, was out of an Irish showjumping mare who 
was the dam of Gazelle (Welton Gameful x Your Fancy xx). 
Gazelle was the dam of Yarlands Summersong (by the 
Trakehner Fleetwater Opposition), an absolute star with 
French eventer Marie-Christine Duroy. Gazelle was also the 
dam of Jennie Loriston Clark’s stallion Catherston Dazzler 
(Dutch Courage). 

Crackerjack (1974) was by Gameful out of Queens Entry 
by the Thoroughbred Kings Approach xx out of Irish Lady 
by Bachelors Honor xx. Four decades later, Crackerjack 
remains one of the handful of stallions to event at the 
highest level, placing 13th at Burghley with double clears. He 
was the sire of winners at the big three: Badminton, 
Burghley, and Kentucky. 

Apollo, 1975, by Gameful out of an intermediate 
eventer, Water Rights by Game Rights xx (by Big Game xx 

out of a mare by another influential sire of 
eventers, Water Serpent xx). Although Apollo was 
technically Thoroughbred, his dam was not 
recognized by Wetherbys. Apollo completed 
Badminton three years running placing eighth in 
1989, and was a member of the British team at the 
1989 European Championships. 

Sam Barr told me back in 1996 that the 
inspiration for his breeding program came from a 
cattle breeder: “I was very lucky because when I 
started off I was put in touch with one of the best 
cattle breeders in England. A very free thinking 
chap called Ben Cooper, and he taught me a lot 
about breeding. He was not tied to statistics and 
not tied to the paperwork. His breeding was for 
performance from performance in-depth. Really 
that sums up what he did. Originally I started with 
a classically bred Thoroughbred stallion with 
wonderful bloodlines and used him over Irish 
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Grow your own! Grassroots 
eventing breeding
BY CHRISTOPHER HECTOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY: FEI/LIBBY LAW, FEI/RICHARD JUILLIART, PETER LLEWELLYN

When Sarah Bullimore finished the 2022 five-star dressage phase in Lexington in second 
place, just behind the eventual winners, Michael Jung and FRH Chipmunk (Contendro I x 
Reichsgraf), the story she had to tell the press was one that has been heard over-and-over in 
the world of eventing... Sarah had grown her own. 

Sarah Bullimore (GBR) riding her own-bred Corouet  
(Balou du Rouet - Lilly Corinne x Lovis Corinth)



Draught mares. I started with pure Irish Draught. 
In the early years we could win events with half-
bred horses. That's changed. We've gradually 
come to the point  where the minimum is three 
quarters.” 

 
Friedrich Butt 

 
The most successful eventing breeder in 

history, Friedrich Butt, started out to breed horses 
for himself for beach racing, which was popular in 
the part of Germany where he lived. The horses 
were branded Hanoverian but Mr. Butt quickly 
discovered that the trick was to breed every time 
to a Thoroughbred stallion, and generation after 
generation the percentage of Thoroughbred 
blood increased, until typically stars like Ingrid 
Klimke's Butts Abraxis were 63/64ths 
Thoroughbred. And the legacy lives on thanks to 
Volker Steinkruas, who bought the core of Butts’ 
mare band after his death. Volker told me, 
“Friedrich Butts was a passionate rider of races on the beach 
of the North Sea at Cuxhaven. When the tide is away they 
race along the beach. He must have been a very sensitive 
man who was really a very brave horseman just to follow his 
idea and not  listen to anybody, just breed blood to blood.” 

Interesting then, that in this year’s Badminton start list 
we find William Fox Pitt riding Little Fire bred by Volker 
Steinkraus.The Hanoverian gelding is by Graf Top (Graf 
Grannus x Calypso II) out of Heraldik’s Angara by the 
leading eventing sire, the Czech Thoroughbred Heraldik xx, 
a stallion that Butt used time and time again with spectacular 
success. 

Little Fire is one of six progeny out of Angara. As well as 
the five star competitor Little Fire, there are two at two-star 
level, Jirrima Anchor (Sunlight xx) and Butts Anakin (Full 
House xx). Little Fire won the young horse CCI1* at 
Tattersalls and last year also won the four-star at Houghton 
Hall as well as completing the five-star at Pau.  

 
Margareta Algotsson 

 
There can be little doubt that Margareta Algotsson has 

been the most successful breeder of Olympic eventing 
horses, EVER! I wanted to know what came first; her two 
incredibly brilliant eventing daughters, Linda and Sara, or 
the succession of wonderful eventing horses that she bred 
for the girls to ride. It turns out that the answer was neither 
– Margareta was breeding horses for herself to showjump: “I 
bought this little mare, Princess Fair (Prince Fair xx x 
Cosmos xx) for myself to compete with, then when she was a 
little bit older I bred a foal from her. She had 10 foals for me, 
and now grandchildren and grandchildren’s children. She 
was the beginning of everything. I found her in the south of 
Sweden, her father was imported from England, he was a 
Thoroughbred. He was a Swedish Derby winner, and they 

used him for Swedish Warmblood mares. He had many foals 
that were very good in showjumping. 

“When I found Princess Fair, she was two-years-old. I saw 
her free jumping at her breeder’s. She was jumping like a 
cat, that’s a mare I should have, I thought. I had her for 
showjumping, there was not so much eventing in Sweden in 
that time, it was mostly showjumping and dressage.” In 2012, 
Sara Algotsson-Ostholt and Wega took a silver medal at the 
London Olympic Games. winners at the 2012 Games 

 
◆ When you started to breed with her were you trying to 
breed eventers? 

“No, at the beginning it was for showjumping. I have 
always used showjumping stallions. She was very much like a 
Thoroughbred, not so big. All of her foals have been 
eventers. My daughters were interested in eventing, so that’s 
where the horses went – they also competed in showjumping, 
but the girls thought it was much more fun to compete in 
eventing – more exciting.” 

For Margareta’s daughter, Linda, Princess Fair produced 
the gelding that took her to two World Equestrian Games 
and two Olympic Games; Stand by Me, by Stanford (Anart x 
Ravello). [I’ll never forget when the dreaded flying change 
had been introduced to the eventing test and the riders were 
all struggling with it, Linda riding Stand by Me around the 
arena at Badminton, tossing off three-times changes!]  

Princess Fair also foaled La Fair (Labrador), Linda’s ride 
at the London 2012 Games, and My Fair Lady (Testarossa) 
who took her to the Aachen WEG in 2006. 

For Sara, Princess Fair produced Robin des Bois (Robin 
Z) who took her to the Athens Games in 2002, and was the 
grand-dam of Wega (by Irco Mena out of La Fair) who went 
within a (last!) rail of winning gold for Sara at London. 

I asked Margareta how she selected her stallions: “They 
must have rhythm in their movement, but jumping is the 
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Ridden by William Fox-Pitt (GBR), Little Fire (Graf Top), damsire Heraldik 
xx – a favourite Thoroughbred of Friedrich Butt 



most important because they’re jumping in two of the three 
things they are doing. I’m not so fond of horses that just 
move very well, they must have a good jump and they must 
have self confidence, that they could jump whatever 
happens. They must be able to think by themselves and 
make their own decisions.” 

One of her most successful was Stanford (Anart x 
Ravello), the sire of the first mega-star, Stand By Me. He 
stood at the state stud, Flyinge and was the typical mix that 
made the Swedish Warmblood a popular all-rounder in the 
seventies and eighties. A mix of Trakehner, Thoroughbred, 
Hanoverian, and Swedish mares, he bred dressage horses, 
showjumpers and eventers. 

Robin des Bois, who was born a year earlier than Stand 
by Me, was by the successful showjumping sire, Robin Z 
(Ramiro x Almé). My Fair Lady was by Testarossa (Pasteur x 
Hartung), a German Trakehner who competed in dressage, 
while La Fair was by Labrador (Jovial x Pompe), three-
eithths Thoroughbred and the rest traditional Swedish 
Warmblood. 

La Fair was bred to Irco Mena (Irco Marco x Menelek 
xx) to produce Wega. Irco Mena was a Dutch-bred grandson 
of the influential Trakehner Marco Polo, but with two 
crosses of the imposing (not to say, tank) Sinaeda. Irco Mena 
was out of an Irish mare, three-quarters Thoroughbred. 

Princess Fair was bred to the English Thoroughbred 
Dalby Jaguar (Sharp Edge xx x Royal Palm xx) to produce 

Fairlisia, who bred to Cardento (Capitol x Lord) foaled 
Fairnando in 2005, and with Feliciano (Irco Marco x 
Utrillo) – who starred for Sweden in the showjumping at 
the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games – she produced Fairnet 
in 2006, the second of the two horses Linda entered for 
Rio.  

Margaret’s achievement is so much more impressive 
when you realise just how few foals she bred. 

 
◆ How many foals did you breed each year?  

“Not many, two, three, that’s all. We don’t have such 
big stables so we can’t have many horses. In Sweden it is 
cold and we cannot have them outside in the winter.” 

 
◆ Your success is incredible, you must have bred more 
Olympic eventers than any other person in the world…  

“Yes, I think so too. Our horses have always done 
their job and tried to do the best they could – they have 
a good head.” 

 
• Are you still breeding horses?  

“I’m not breeding any more, and my youngest horse 
is now three years. My daughters breed now. Sara, who 
lives in Germany, has one of my mares and breeds a lot of 
horses from her, and Linda also has a mare that she 

breeds with. I think now they have to take over.” 
 

Pippa Funnell 
 

We all know that Pippa Funnell is one of the world's 
great eventing riders, but she too has grown her own. I 
enjoyed seeing her at the 2016 World Breeding 
Championship for Young Horses in Le Lion d’Angers riding 
one of them, Billy Walk On.  

Billy Walk On is by Billy Mexico who is by Cevin Z (three 
crosses of Cor de la Bryère, two of Capitol, one of 
Sacramento Song xx, and one of Ladykiller xx) out of 
Bidorette, by that great Selle Français export to Holland, Le 
Mexico, out of one of Jan Greve’s great mares, the Almé 
daughter, Twiggy. Billy Walk On is out of an Irish mare, 
Shannon Line by Golden Bash out of a Bossumpierre mare 
– that’s 85.75% blood. 

Billy Walk On’s dressage test was a delight, the bay 
gelding is just so perfectly balanced, everything was so 
relaxed and scopey, particularly the enormous walk. 

The Billy Stud is run by Pippa, and her husband, 
showjumper, William Funnell, and breeder, Donal Barnwell. 
I asked her if they set out to breed eventers or showjumpers? 
“Showjumpers, but a lot of the mares have quite old 
fashioned Irish/Thoroughbred breeding. The modern 
showjumper has to have quite a lot of quality and blood, so 
even though we are breeding for showjumpers, some of 
them have enough quality to go eventing.” 

 
• How many stallions in your program? 

“We’ve bred some of our own, and we’ve got some 
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Welton Envoy – a son of Welton Crackerjack – ridden by Blyth Tait 
(NZL) on the cross-country course during the Sydney 2000 Olympic 

Games, from which the pair later retired



younger stallions. Billy Congo (by the Voltaire son, Vechta 
out of a mare by the Almé son, Animo, with Irish breeding 
on the bottom line) would be our main one. Cevin Z is 
another one we own and we use him quite a lot, but we are 
also using outside stallions as well. Billy Mexico we bred by 
Cevin out of a Le Mexico mare.” 

 
• Is it easier to breed eventers than jumpers? 

“No, it’s much the same. We’ve got a lot of horses 
traveling all over the world now, and this week we’ve got our 
first on-line auction, with 10 three-year-olds up for sale.” 

Billy Walk On went on to the highest level. In 2019 he 
contested Badminton but did not complete, but later finished 
sixth at Blenheim four-star, and in 2021 was second in the five-
star at Bicton. He was another on the 2022  Badminton start list 
but was retired on the cross-country track. 

 
Karin Donckers 

 
The Belgian eventer Karin Donckers is another 

successful rider/breeder. One of the more extraordinary 
stories in eventing is the career of the Belgian mare, Britt, 
who was ridden internationally by Karin at the European 
Junior Championships in 1988, the Young Riders 
Championships in 1990, the Barcelona Olympic Games in 
1992, the Europeans in 1993, and the World Equestrian 
Games in The Hague in 1994. 

Since then Karin has bred a bewildering series of 
successful eventers from Britt, whose own pedigree is not 
exactly star-studded. She is by the three-quarter 
Thoroughbred, Iseng, out of a Belgian mare, Oekie by Flevo 
– yet she is more or less on her way to founding her own 
studbook. Indeed one of the three home-bred horses Karin 
had at Le Lion in 2016 was Lady Brown in the seven-year-old 
championship. She is by Lord Britten Z, who is by Risueño 
La Silla xx out of Britt, and out of Milly, who is a grand-
daughter of Britt. When I interviewed her at the 2013 World 
Breeding Championship for Young Horses in eventing Karin 

confessed that she couldn’t actually remember when she first 
saw this great mare: “I was just a child. It was my father who 
bought the horse when she was a foal, I think I was still riding 
my pony.” 

 
◆ What a career, from Junior Championships through to the 
Olympic Games… 

“That’s true, and then you realize after such a good 
horse how difficult it is to do the same with other horses, 
because Britt was a mare who really took me everywhere and 
did everything for me, I just had to stay on her. She taught 
me what eventing was.” 

 
◆ After that you set up a very interesting breeding program 
and have generations on the ground... 

“Even the fourth generation now – and I have two seven-
year-olds now who are foals from Britt, and one six-year-old 
from Gazelle de la Brasserie (Karacondo x Arlequin x) my 
other good mare who twice did the Olympic Games. It’s very 
nice to have three of my own breeding here at the WBCYH. 
Two of them from Britt, and one an embryo transplant from 
Gazelle.” 

 
◆ Britt bred for many years… 

“When she was 21 she went to Mexico and was there for 
a time with Alfonso Romo, who did some embryo transplants 
but they didn’t work. We still have a mare and a stallion from 
that time, who we breed with. She had foals when she was 21, 
22, 23, 24, that’s very special. She died when she was 28.” 

 
◆ What has been your philosophy when you look for 
stallions for your breeding program? 

“You have to look at the mare, her breeding, what her 
strengths are, what her weaknesses are, and try to find a 
stallion that can cover that. We started with the Warmblood 
mares, so for a few years we put some blood in, and after 
three or four generations, you get the good balance, the 
right amount of Warmblood and the right amount of 

Thoroughbred. I don’t feel that the first generation 
gives you immediately what you want, it’s more the 
third, fourth generation when you start feeling you 
have a bit of everything. It takes a while before you can 
breed eventing horses.” 

 
◆ When you ride the young ones, can you feel they are 
like Britt? 

“The character of willingness to fight when they are 
at a show, that’s something I definitely feel coming back 
every time. The will to really give the best of themselves, 
that is the positive thing that Britt had too.” 

It says something too about the character of those 
who are attracted to eventing. I can think of a couple 
of dressage riders, one or two showjumpers, who have 
bred their own, but it's the eventers that are ready to 
go that extra step and actually make the horses they 
ride... ■
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Gazelle de la Brasserie CH in the hands of Karin Donckers (BEL) at the 
Aachen 2006 World Equestrian Games
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Certainly, the show ground was bustling, when 26 
combinations lined up for the 1m60 Grand Prix with courses 
designed by Rafael Ferrarez and Marina Azevedo, over which 
12 pairs qualified for the second round. Finally, only three 
secured double clear rounds.  

On this occasion, Brazil’s national breeding missed the 
top place by the smallest of margins, finishing in third with 
Brazilian rider Stephan Bacha aboard Chevaux Primavera 
Montana Império Egípcio (Calvaro Z x Paroli) in 55:28  
seconds and without penalties. Stephan is still leading the 
2022 senior ranking and also the qualifiers for the Brazilian 
team that will participate in the the South American Games 
(Odesur 2022), October 7-11, in Paraguay. 

Marcello Ciavaglia rode the Brazilian Sport Horse GR 
Garuda (Douglas x Corland) into fourth place in 51:88 
seconds having incurred just one penalty. In fifth place were 
André Moura and Hennesy M (Calido x Cardento), 
recording four faults in 57:88 seconds. Guilherme Foroni 
and Casella Blanca JMen (Cachas X Cassini I) finished the 
course with one penalty in 58:39, to complete the 
international podium.  

It was Argentinian rider Leandro Moschini riding the 
nine-year-old Abril Iconthon who claimed victory by crossing 

the finish line in 53:04, seconded by Stephan Barcha riding 
Artois d’Avillon (Kashmir van Schuttershof) in 55:03 – both 
with double clear rounds.  

The Grand Prix, which was sponsored by Gauss Capital 
offered R$200,000 in prizes and served as one of the 
qualifying competitions for the 2023 World Cup Finals, in 

Omaha, USA. Pedro Paulo Lacerda, team 
manager of Time Brasil, followed the 
competition closely. “It’s a demanding course, of 
high obstacles, and we expected that the pairs 
would get better and better with each qualifier, 
working hard to get to Odesur with the best team 
possible.”.  

Fernando Sperb, president of Confederação 
Brasileira de Hipismo, brought attention to the 
cycle of success accomplished by the 
confederation during his tenure since January 
2022: “I am very happy;we’ve been able to 
implement many projects. We have got to the 
third round of the senior top ranking and also, 
here in Paraná, will be hosting rounds of the 
Amateur’s and Young Horses’ Circuits, which 
were created under our administration and have 
reached great success. As the pairs improve with 
the qualifiers, we’re getting our teams ready to 
achieve more goals.” ■

International GP podium for 
four Brazilian Sport Horses
BY ROBERTA MILANI  /  ABCCH (TRANSLATION BY CAROLINE PADILLA) 
PHOTOGRAPHY: LUIS RUAS

Held at Sociedade Hípica Paraense in Curitiba, Brazil, the International Jumping Competition 
Cidade de Curitiba counted towards the senior top ranking and also as qualifiers for the 2022 
Odesur and the 2023 World Cup.

Stephan Barcha riding Chevaux Primavera Império Egípcio

GP awardees with Fernando Sperb, Oscar Martinez and Justo 
Albarracín 



The word Elite stems from the French word élite, which 
in turn comes from the Latin word eligere (to ‘pick out’ 

or to ‘choose’). When it comes to the pure-bred Spanish 
horses, there are just 13 who have earned the Elite 
descriptive. They include:  
• Ermitaño III (1985: Ganador VIII - Ermitana IV x Cazo) 
• Evento (1985: Leviton - Tecnica x Jenson) 
• Kabileño VIII (2000: Pampero VII - Kabila X x Nevado 

IX) breeder Yeguada Marin García, owner Rancho el 
Marengo 
• Utrerano VII (1993: Librijano III - Utrerana IV 1982 B x 
Levante III 1970) breeder Hrdos. D Miguel Bohorquez 
Ruiz, owner Miguel Angel de Cardenas Osuna 
• Impaciente II (1997: Talisman IV x Fumana x Expres)  
breeder Hermanos Camacho Benítez, owner Jauquicoa 
Martinena 

• Cacique IX (2003: 
Ermitano III - 
Regenta XV x 
Hortelano XIV) 
breeder Retortillo 
S.A, owner Centro 
Reproducción 
Equina Pepe Anton 
• Americano XXXIII 
(Corinto X - 
Americana XXVII x 
Botijo VI) 
breeder/owner 
Yeguada el Romerito 
• Doblón TR (1998: 
Ermitano III - 
Espuela x Nervioso 
XI) breeder Yeguada 
el Tremedal, owner 
Yeguada Susaeta 
• Duque CXIII (2005: 
Educado X - 
Violetera IX x 
Geofago) 
breeder/owner 
Yeguada Las Arenas 
• Jinete IX (2006: 
Deseado XXIX - Diva 
XVII x Goloso XIII) 
breeder Leopoldo 
García Almazán, 
owner Yeguada 
Mendoza Cadema 
• Yegüerito III (1997: 

30 June 2022

Pure-bred Spanish: Stallions 
of elite quality and distinction
BY LILY FORADO 
PHOTOGRAPHY: WOJCIECH KWIATKOWSKI 
When Sarah Bullimore finished the 2022 five-atar dressage phase in Lexington in second 
place, just behind the eventual winners, Michael Jung and FRH Chipmunk (Contendro I x 
Reichsgraf), the story she had to tell the press was one that has been heard over-and-over in 
the world of eventing... Sarah had grown her own. 

Doblon TR ridden by Guillermo Garcia Ayala from the studfarm Yeguada Susaeta 
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Garboso XVII - Yegüerita x Albero II) 
breeder Hrdos. D Miguel Bohorquez 
Ruiz, owner Yeguada Altajara 
• Pastelero VII (2000: Generoso 
XXXIII - Traviesa XI x Limeno VIII) 
breeder/owner Yeguada Piñero, 
plus a single mare named  
• Coral XXV (2003: Ermitano III - 
Isleña XV x Cartujo) bred and owned 
by Yeguada Arroyomonte. 

Genetic selection may be nothing 
new, but the techniques used are. 
ANCCE (Asociacion Nacional de 
Criadores de Caballos de Pura Raza 
Española), has a very strict breeding 
program. When it comes to Pura Raza 
Española (PRE) breeding, the Elite 
breeding horses are the cream of the 
crop, bearing the highest distinction 
within their Genetic Breeding 
Program. A total of 11 horses have 
earned this category and appeared in 
the 2021 Breeding Stock Catalog – 
being a valuable source of verified and 
rigorous information about PRE 
breeding horses. 

  
Elite genetic category 
 

The PRE Breeding Program was 
approved in 2004; when the Elite 
genetic category was included for the 
first time.  Horses earning this category 
are inscribed in the Register of Elite 
Breeding Stock in the PRE Studbook, a 
distinctive stamp is placed in their 
passport, and they are listed on the LG 
PRE ANCCE Studbook web page. From 
a genetic point of view, these breeding 
horses are the most outstanding as their 
genetic information has been verified.  

In other words, these breeding 
horses have contributed or are 
contributing to providing their 
descendants with certain qualities. 
Overall, they have a genetic lineage 
that has been verified over and over 
again. They maintain that lineage and 
evolution, while improving the herd of 
PRE horses.  

  
Selective breeding 

  
To obtain the distinctive Elite 

Breeding Stock category, a horse must 
meet a series of ANCCE-established 

requirements. As the PRE Breeding 
Program’s technical director, Pedro J. 
Azor says; “Every horse earning the elite 
genetic category must have previously 
achieved the distinction as Breeding 
Stock Improver for Dressage and 
Conformation Traits for Dressage.” 

To genetically assess horses, and 
obtain their GGI (Global Genetic 
Index), it is essential that the horse 
and/or its descendants participate in 
the performance tests for Dressage: 
Young Horse Selection Tests or Lineal 
Conformation Score (mainly basic 
assessment as breeding stock). 

The more participation data 
obtained for a horse’s descendants, the 
greater the reliability of the GGI. 
Moreover, horses have to surpass a 
series of pre-established health and 
reproductive requirements. 

  
Recognition and Legacy 

 
The genetic category as Elite 

Breeding Stock is the highest possible 
category that a horse may obtain within 
the PRE Breeding Stock Catalog. For 
breeders, this distinction is a 
greatsource of pride because, at the 
same time, their horses bear the 
responsibility of playing an essential 
role in the legacy and improvement of 
the breed.  

As long as a horse is reproductively 
active, it retains the earned 
distinctions. The selection of a stallion 
or breeding mare is the puzzle for each 
and every breeder. The Breeding Stock 
Catalog is like a referee’s whistle or a 
painter’s brush. In summary, it is an 
essential tool to improve the breed as it 
contains endless genetic information 
for each of the listed horses.  

Of all Purebred Spanish Horses, 13 
have earned the elite stamp. In the past 
edition of this Catalog, the milestone 
was the inclusion of a mare that was 
incorporated into this select group; the 
first to attain the Genetic Category as 
an elite breeding horse. ■ 

 
This article has been reproduced courtesy of 
the ANCCE Magazine: 
https://www.revistaelcaballo.com/es/260/#
page=24
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Basically, there are two options: 
The Breeders’ Sales – in which 

all Zangersheide foals can be 
entered via the website (see link at 
the end of this article). For these 
sales foal owners can submit their 
own photos and/or video, so there 
is no need to attend any of the 
selection days. You are, of course, 
very welcome to come to a 
selection day if you prefer 
professional images. In that case 
you need to enter your foal for one 
of the selection days. For all your 
questions regarding the Breeders’ 
Sales please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with us at: breedersauction@ 
zangersheide.com. 
 
(Online) Auction 
 

In order to qualify for any of 
our Online Auctions, Live Auctions or the Quality Auction, 
the foal must be presented at one of the selection days. You 
can find the dates of our various selection days on our 
website https://zangersheide.auction/selection-days. 
Entering for any of the selection days can be done via the 
website and is obligatory. 

Please note: In order to take part, a foal must be 
registered with Studbook Zangersheide. On the day of the 
selection the foal has to be at least one month old. An 
independent jury member will be present on the various 
selection days to assess the foals. 

In the week following the selection day you will be 
informed via email whether your foal has been selected for 
an online or live auction, or for the Breeders’ Sales. 

For all your questions 
regarding auctions you are 
welcome to get in touch 
with Diliana Augustus 
(photo right): auction@ 
zangersheide.com. 
 
 
 
 
Website link for foal entries: 
https://breeders.zangersheide.auction/en/verkoop-uw-
paard
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Invaluable client assistance 
for Zangersheide auctions
BY BIANCA CREMERS  /  STUDFARM ZANGERSHEIDE 
PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY STUDFARM ZANGERSHEIDE

How can Zangersheide assist you with the sale of your foal? The Lanaken-based studbook 
provides an easy to manage system for inscribing foals as well as the qualification process for 
its Online Auctions, Live Auctions and/or the Quality Auction. 

 
IMPORTANT ZANGERSHEIDE DATES 
 
Selection Days Events/Auctions  

 
May 28 Lanaken (BEL) 
June 3 Lanaken (BEL) 
June 11 Marl (GER) 
June 17 Sentower Live (BEL) 
June 25 Exloo (NED)   
July 2-5 Online Foal Auction 
July 2 Lanaken (BEL) 
July 10 Z-Festival, Deauville (FRA) 
July 14-17 Z-Festival, Lanaken (BEL) 
July 21 Lanaken (BEL) 
August 6-9 Online Foal Auctions 
August 19 Peelbergen Live Auction (BEL) 
September 23/24 Zangersheide Quality Auction,  

Lanaken (BEL) 
November 12-15 Online Auction – Embryos and 

Broodmares   
December 17-20 Online Auction – Young Horses

Especial for Fun Z – sold at Zangersheide Quality Auction 2021 
for €160,000



For example, the Calvaro Z offspring Faro, previously 
ridden by Willem Greve, is continuing his career with 

McLain Ward, while Etalon and Fabregas are active at 
1m50/1m60 level. As a breeder and trainer, Romboud  
Zielman lays a strong foundation.  

As a farrier, Dutchman Romboud Zielman knows like no 
other that a sound foundation is the right starting point. He 
also applies that notion to his breeding, where he laid a 
sturdy basis thanks to excellent starting material. His father 
Gerrit Zielman started this bloodline that traces back to the 
Plesman daughter Veronic. Romboud carefully built on that 
and most mares out of this performance family have 
produced international sport horses.  

His love for breeding was already there from a young 
age, and riding has always been Romboud’s additional 
passion; he still produces horses from saddle-broke to ZZ-
level. “I used to go to Stud Zwartjens in Raalte with my father, 
there they had sons of top progenitors such as Farn and 
Marco Polo at stud. When I was 16 I met Bé van der Beeke, 
who had completely immersed himself in Holsteiner 
bloodlines and was on the phone with Maas Hell for hours. 

Bé only had twelve percent vision in one eye and lived 
together with his mother who was well over 80 years old, so 
at that time I started helping them around the house. His 
mother could look outside through the cracks in the wall, so 
it was convenient that I had some carpentry skills. Bé was 
truly ‘begeistert’ [excited] about Holsteiner breeding, so I 
have learned a lot and got so many insights in breeding from 
him,” recalls Romboud (47).  

“It is incredibly interesting to see how jumper breeding 
was established and which stallions and families have played 
a key role in it. Bé was for example a fan of Cor de la Bryère 
and the Holsteiner marelines 104A and 18A2. At a certain 
moment in time, he brought the stallion Contendro II to the 
Netherlands and I have used him for my breeding. 
Thoroughbred breeding has also been essential. I love to see 
the blood of stallions such as Furioso xx, Cottage Son xx, 
Ramzes x, Rantzau xx, Ladykiller xx and Orange Peel xx. 
Those stallions have truly taken jumper breeding to another 
level. Thoroughbred lines 1 and 2 frequently recur, among 
others in the stallion Lucky Boy xx that was used a lot in the 
Netherlands.” 
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Zieleman: Small breeding 
yields generational success
BY JENNEKE SMIT  /  KWPN 
PHOTOGRAPHY: JACOB MELISSEN, DIRK CAREMANS

By delving into the bloodlines, characters, and qualities of his horses, Romboud Zielman has 
built a successful breeding. Out of a relatively small number of breeding products, multiple 
horses have already popped up in the international sport. 

Horses are a family affair at the Zielman’s. Left, the Contendro II mare Buratine, right the Voltaire daughter Ratine.  
Both have already produced Grand Prix horses



Thoroughbreds 

In 1983, Gerrit Zielman, Romboud’s father, bought the 
Plesman daughter Veronic and this mare evolved into a 
foundation mare. “Plesman lost his license later but ensured 
the inflow of the blood of Ramzes x and Ladykiller xx, of 
which I was already a fan at that time.” Veronic passed her 
IBOP with AA91 and was henceforth declared keur. She was 
bred to the Uppercut xx son Uniek, which resulted in the 
mare Dirmatine in 1985. “She was champion of the foal 
inspection in Heino and later we bred her full brother. I 
jumped at Z-level with him before he was sold to Israel, 
where he jumped 1m50 to my understanding. Dirmatine 
turned out to be a super broodmare, she always foaled good 
jumpers.” 

In 1993 she gave birth a foal by G.Ramiro Z, the mare 
Loratine, who also had a tremendous influence on Zielman’s 
breeding. “Partially because Ratina Z jumped so well, I 
wanted my father to use Ramiro. The covering fee was 5,000 
guilder (€2,587) so that was preceded by a heated debate, 
but luckily it gave us a filly. Thanks to Ramiro, we got Ramzes 
x and Cottage Son xx in our bloodlines, which turned out to 
be important founders. At the time of World War I, the 
French and Germans had 60% Thoroughbred in their 
horses, while we started at zero percent here in the 
Netherlands. I have always been an advocate of the use of 
Thoroughbreds, it ensures stamina 
and character. Thoroughbred line 1 
was started in 1656 and therefore it 
has centuries-long history of focused 
breeding, ensuring that those valuable 
characteristics are deeply embedded. 
Nowadays, every sensible horse is said to have blood, but 
especially Thoroughbreds are as gentle as a lamb. Take the 
stallion Amor, he had 25 or 26% Thoroughbred blood, but 
produced real hotheads. It is interesting to analyse 
bloodlines and to see why certain lineages bring successful 
sport horses time and time again. Or why certain lineages are 
such a good match.” 

 
International offspring 

 
Back to the Uniek mare Dirmatine and her daughter the 

G.Ramiro Z mare Loratine, that both proved to be important 
vectors of jumper genes. Dirmatine foaled, among others, 
the Fedor son Ontario, that was campaigned by Samina 
Hayat and Sönke Völker at international 1m50/1m60 level 
under the name Mad Max 55. “Dirmatine is thrice prestatie 
and her son Ontario was sold as a foal to Jan Greve as a 
stallion prospect. Later, we bought 50% back and he was sold 
abroad as a showjumper. Dirmatine’s daughter Loratine has 
four daughters who all produced international progeny.” 

And that means that Loratine is the granddam of various 
international showjumpers: the 1m50 jumper Earth Quake 
(Tangelo van de Zuuthoeve) via Aloratine (Oklund); the 
1m40 horse Datine II (Witinger VDL) through the Faldo 

mare Zoratine; the international 1m40/1m45 jumper De 
Lord (Lord Z) via the Emillion daughter Verotine; while 
Loratine’s daughter Ratine (Voltaire) is known as the dam of 
the 1m60 Grand Prix horse Fabregas (Padinus) of Henrik 
Dowe; and the 1m45 jumper Vamiro (Royal Bravour). Each 
and every one, success stories out of the breeding program 
of family Zielman.  

In the direct line, Loratine produced the international 
1m45 horse Heartbeat (Heartbreaker), whom Romboud 
sold as a young horse to Leon Thijssen. “It is remarkable that 
this lineage produces international showjumpers each 
generation. In the past, we have also bred with the Freiminka 
lineage, but we were less successful with that one. That does 
not make it an inferior lineage, but our stallion choices were 
probably not such a good match. For that reason, the lineage 
of Veronic was the only one that remained with us and 
around 15 years ago I took over the breeding from my father. 
He still breeds with one mare, and we breed around four 
foals a year”, Romboud explains.  

 
Rideability and attitude 

 
It is interesting to explore the possible reasons for this 

high success rate of the breeding products of the ambitious 
farrier. According to Romboud it’s the great attitude of the 
horses in this family that play a big role. “Actually, it is not 

only to our advantage that our horses 
have such a good character, because 
they also finish with less talented 
riders. So, many horse wound up with 
mostly rich and less talented people 
which resulted in them not always 

being competed at the highest attainable level. This is, 
however, distinctive of the horses out of this lineage, they’ve 
always got your back and love to jump. Around the house we 
have all the fencing at 1m50 and they still manage to jump 
from pasture to pasture. They never touch the wire and 
luckily, they never head into the direction of the road, but 
they do stand in a different field on a regular basis because 
apparently the grass seemed greener there,” Romboud 
quips.  

“Our Uniek mare Dirmatine always did that herself and 
now, generations later, we still see that coming back. In our 
breeding we have always focused on breeding jumper horses, 
so I suppose that’s not a bad quality. Besides jumper talent, I 
highly value the rideability of horses. Top riders only need a 
few horses, the rest end up with other riders. And those are 
predominantly people with more money than talent. For 
that reason, good rideability and attitude are very important. 
Everything has changed in the past 20, 30 years. We used to 
ride a cross-country course with a beret, nowadays a helmet 
and body protector are a must. I furthermore find rideability 
of great importance because I ride the horses myself. I think 
a good conformation is essential because it is connected to 
rideability, and I detest stiff horses. A horse must be supple 
and you must be able to ride sitting trot without bouncing all 
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“Don’t only look at the pedigree on 
paper, but also analyse the 
generations far behind it.”



around,” says the breeder who still rides about four 
horses in the evening. “Rideability is also a factor I 
keep in mind when choosing a stallion.” 

 
Imperturbable 

 
Besides being a producer and showjumper, 

Ramboud Zielman is also active as a member of the 
cavalry. “Cavalry horses must endure everything, 
they must be able to handle extreme circumstances 
and be imperturbable. I often take my favourite to 
the cavalry – that’s the Contendro II mare Buratine. 
After a tough day at work, there is nothing like going 
for a hack in the forest with her, she always makes my 
day. I have jumped her myself up to 1m35 level and 
she’s never had a single refusal, not even in the 
training courses. Within 13 shows she was already in 
the 1m30 classes. Buratine has a lot of blood and 
certainly had the quality to do 1m40, but I’ve always 
used her for breeding as well. I love to take her to 
the cavalry, during the smoke training she is always 
in front, and I am the only one still seated upright. 
Even if we are directly across from the fanfare band, 
she simply looks the other way and stands still for an 
hour. That mare is so intelligent. I sometimes say she 
is deaf because she is so relaxed and unshakeable. 
We are completely on the same page. If she is to 
deliver a foal, she always starts around nine o’clock. 
She calls me and I am in the corner of the stable. 
Then she lies down in front of me and once the shoulders of 
the foal are between her pelvis, she lifts her head, neighs at 
me and I have to help her pull. She feels like family. 
Fortunately, it is a horse, my wife occasionally says, because I 
am always fulsome in praise for her.” Out of Buratine, 
Romboud still has offspring of Balou du Rouet, Corporal 
VDL, El Barone 111 Z, and Di Cantero van ter Hulst, and she 
is now bred to Chaclot PS.  

 
Self-made education 
 

Because Romboud Zielman still retains part of the 
education of his breeding products in his own hands, he lays 
a sound basis for the future career of the horses. That starts 
when they are foals. “We do a lot with the foals here; they 
quickly get familiarized with a halter and we groom them 
with the clipper machine. Right from the start they learn to 
accept the human as leader, and they know who sets the 
rules. You do not send your children straight to university, 
you also start at preschool. And that’s what we do with the 
horses here. Since I am a farrier myself, I find it important 
that they are used to people handling the legs. I can work on 
a three-year-old by myself in the stable and saddle breaking 
is in general not a big deal. Since they have lots of respect for 
me as a human, they also respond quickly to aids under 
saddle, it is all connected.”  

Out of Ramboud’s beloved Buratine (Contedro II out of 

Uratine elite IBOP-spr sport-spr by Gootimes), a 
granddaughter of the G.Ramiro Z mare Loratine, he bred 
the Grand Prix stallion Faro (Calvaro Z). “Getting him 
saddle broken was easy, I have always left him entire as a 
stallion and here at home, everyone could take him for a 
ride. He gave such a lovely feeling and has incredible 
balance in the canter, I think because he was bred back to 
Caletto I. And as a stallion, Faro was so well-mannered, he 
was on the lorry next to his mum. In jumping, I took it 
slowly, because I had so much confidence in him right from 
the beginning. I often notice it already at foal age that it will 
become a special horse. Faro jumped with such a powerful 
take-off as a young horse already that I never jumped above 
80cms in his first year. I always focus on the long term.” 

 
Faro to Greve 

 
Romboud sold his top talent to Willem Greve when he 

was six years old. “I have slowly and quietly started with Faro 
and never showed him to anyone. When I wanted to go for a 
training course, I picked a time when all the fathers were 
present with their children, not the major horse dealers. 
When we went to the shows, I quickly realized I could choose 
the buyer for this horse. At a certain time, I had a beautiful 
foal by Grandorado TN, one of the first, and I sold that to 
Willem Greve and the breeders of Grandorado. Willem 
asked me what else I had and that’s how we started talking 
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The breeding program of Romboud Zielman has yielded an impressive 
number of international showjumpers, including this 1.60m jumper Faro 

(s.Calvaro Z), that is currently competed by McLain Ward, but was previ-
ously ridden by Willem Greve



about Faro. But I immediately stated I was not ready for a 
sale; in August of that year, I was. We agreed I would call 
Willem and that’s how things transpired. I took Faro to 
Willem on a Monday. Things went very well, and Willem 
asked if he could try him out for a week. I told him it had to 
be two weeks, since I was going on holiday. During that 
vacation Willem called me to say the deal had to go through. 
Faro was six years old and just jumped his first 1m20 course 
with me. He had been to 10 shows maximum. I did take him 
to the cavalry in Rotterdam, on the CHIO terrain, and no 
one noticed he was a stallion. I told Willem he should try to 
get him ready for Rotterdam, since he had already been 
there once,” says the breeder with a smile.  

 
Across the Atlantic 

 
Ridden by Willem Greve, Faro 

progressed to 1m60 level and in 
autumn 2020 he was sold to rider 
Grace Debney. “Apparently, she is 
trained by McLain Ward, and he 
took over the reins of Faro. 
Fantastic for me as a breeder. By 
now, Faro is also performing at 1m60m level with this rider.” 

Breeding good, healthy, and easy to ride showjumpers is 
the number one goal of Romboud Zielman. “Of course, you 
try to breed for Aachen, but you must also be realistic. Most 
horses do not reach the highest level and then they must be 
light as a feather on the reins and quiet in the connection, 
that will go a long way. And they always have to aim for the 
finish, that is deeply embedded in these horses luckily.”  

Romboud tries to keep up to date with the achievements 
of his breeding products as best as possible. “If they are 
below the 1m30 level it’s not interesting, but above the 1m30 
level you can nowadays easily keep track. Besides Faro, our 

homebred Etalon is also doing well. Via Facebook we keep in 
touch with his rider Kyle King, and they aim to enter him at 
the 1m60 level this year. We sold him when he was four years 
old and he already won a lot in America last year,” the 
breeder explains about the Tangelo van de Zuuthoeve son 
Etalon, that he bred out of the Concorde mare Zirmatine, a 
granddaughter of Loratine (G.Ramiro Z).  

 
Highest level home-breds 

 
Home-bred horses such as Umatine (Andiamo -  

Parmatine x Voltaire) and Fabregas (Padinus - Ratine ster 
prest x Voltaire) have also reached the highest level. 
“According to national media outlet Horses, Fabregas was 
the highlight of the day during the first-round viewing, but 
the stallion selection committee deemed his feet to be too 

narrow. I disagreed, plus I prefer 
the feet to be a little narrow over 
them being wide, because the 
latter is detrimental to the soft 
tissue. My father owned Fabregas 
together with Gerrit Kouwen and 
it was a horse with character. 

When he was six-and-a-half years of age, my father asked if I 
could ride him again because it wasn’t really working out 
with his rider at the time. I took him for an outing in the 
woods and it took a long time before he had a brisk and 
resigned canter and threw some bucks. That was the tipping 
point for Fabregas and within six months his sport standings 
changed from L-2 to ZZ+1. He was later sold to Austria and 
then Hendrik Dowe started riding him. He had already 
showed him in the 1m60 classes as a nine-year-old.” 

 
Thinking in generations 

 
In addition to the good character and quality of the 

horses, another factor at play is that Romboud still maintains 
a large share of the education and training in his control. 
His horses get all the time they need to develop in an 
optimal manner. And he believes one of his top priorities, 
horse welfare, also contributes to their success. “The horses 
are out in the field a lot and I love to ride them in the forest. 
When I sold Faro to Willem, I told him that he had to turn 
Faro out every day in either the pasture or the paddock, 
otherwise I would not sell him. But then again, Willem has 
these things already all sorted out. He believes that’s 
important himself,” Romboud explains.   

“My breeding choices are partially based on science and 
the analysis of bloodlines, and in part on gut feeling. I still 
apply what I have learned early on from Bé van der Beeke: 
Don’t only look at the pedigree on paper, but also analyse 
the generations far behind it. If you hear someone like Paul 
Schockemöhle talk about a good horse, he often mentions 
the mares that paved the way 40, 50 years ago. And for a 
reason: Breeding is always about thinking in generations.” ■
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“Top riders only need a few horses; the rest 
end up with riders that often have more 
money than talent.”

 
PROMINENT BREEDING PRODUCTS 

• Faro (Calvaro Z x Contendro II) ISP 1m60 with Mclain 
Ward (USA) 
• Fabregas (Padinus x Voltaire) ISP 1m60 with Hendrik 
Dowe (GER) 
• Umatine (Andiamo x Voltaire) ISP 1m50/1m60 with 
Pedro Veniss (BRA)  
• Etalon (Tangelo van de Zuuthoeve x Concorde) ISP 
1m55 with Kyle King (USA)  
• Earth Quake (Heartbreaker x Oklund) ISP 1m50 with 
Hans-Günther Blum (GER) 
• Mad Max 55 (Fedor x Uniek) ISP 1m50 with Sönke 
Völker (GER) 
• Earlpery’s Niño (Tangelo van de Zuuthoeve x 
Contendro II) ISP 1m45 with Michael Zürcher (SUI) 
• Heartbeat (Heartbreaker x G.Ramiro Z) ISP 1m45 with 
Julien Anquetin (FRA)



Bred by David Woolley and Rania Todd, Jax Johnson 
(Johnson NOP - Ala Mode x Anamour), an 11-year-old 

New Zealand Warmblood gelding, recently travelled to 
Sydney in an attempt to gain his FEI MER qualifying score 
for the up-coming World Championships in Herning, 
Demark. Jax Johnson and his 59-year-old owner/rider, 
Gaylene Lennard – who only took up competitive dressage 
10 years ago after a lifetime as a show rider – had had just 
one previous start at CDI3* level, at Taupo in March. They 
won this, achieving the first of their MER scores.  

The pair crossed the Tasman as there were no more 
competitions available in New Zealand, and, in Sydney the 
following month, finished third in the Grand Prix – their 
first international start. They then went on to win the Grand 
Prix Special and, against all odds, the GP Freestyle with a 
score of 76.875%. This broke not only the New Zealand 
record (previously held by German-bred Vom Feinsten 
(Fidermark I x Weltmeyer), but the record for the 
competition itself, which had stood for 18 years. All five 
judges had ‘Jax’ at the top of the leaderboard, with 
Germany’s Katrina Wüst awarding the highest marks.  

“It is quite unbelievable,” Lennard told ESNZ at the 
time. “I am lost for words; I never imagined this would 
happen.” As far as an appearance in Denmark is concerned, 
she is making no plans. “I wasn’t even sure Jax and I were 
good enough [for Sydney], so now I will go home and ask a 
few more questions about just what is involved.”  

Not only is Gaylene Lennard a newcomer to the 
discipline, she is a genuine amateur. She, her sister Dorothy 
and their 92-year-old mother, Betty, run a 240-cow dairy farm 
in the Waikato. She has owned Jax since he was a four-year-
old, having spotted him advertised on a Facebook video. 
Aware of the success of two other Johnson horses bred by 
Woolley (Windermere J’Obei W and Windermere Johanson: 
more about them later) she decided to buy Jax. He was far 
from easy in the early days and can still be a big handful 
(especially at plaiting time). “The really exciting thing is that 
there is so much more to come from him,” says Lennard. 
“This is just the beginning.”  

Jax Johnson has superb bloodlines – and not just 
through his illustrious sire. His dam, Ala Mode (Anamour - 
Drama Queen x Dynamit), is a registered New Zealand 

Hanoverian whose German-bred sire, 
Anamour (Aalborg -Lucille x Lombard), is 
one of the most successful Warmbloods this 
county has ever seen. He died in 2015 
leaving a legacy that might well be 
impossible to match.  

Dynamit (Dynamo - Elfie x Eger II), Ala 
Mode’s damsire, was the foundation stallion 
at Vollrath Stud and another top 
NZHS/NZWA sire bred in Germany. Very 
sadly, Ala Mode died last year post foaling, 
but her own legacy is shaping up to be 
something quite special. Her seven-year-old 
gelding son Zodiac DW (by Glock’s Zonik) 
won the Advanced Medium Championship 
at the South Island Championships recently, 
and she is the granddam of top NZ rider 
Vanessa Way’s very interesting young 
Johnson mare, Jolie DW (Johnson NOP - 
Qurious x Quattro B. More about them 
below.  
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Record-breaking performance 
for Jax Johnson down under
BY SALLY REID 
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It may be a regular occurrence for Europeans, but for us New Zealanders a locally bred sport 
horse celebrating an international win is a major and rare occasion. So rare, in fact, that it can’t 
go unmentioned! It’s especially exciting when both horse and rider are very, very new to the 
top level – and super impressive when their performance breaks records.

Breeder David Woolley with Jax Johnson and Gaylene Lennard in 2018



Delivering winners 
 
David Woolley’s breeding programme got away to a flying 

start and hasn’t really touched down since. It began in 2007 in 
partnership with his ex wife, Rania Todd, and the purchase of 
a solitary broodmare, Miss Phillips xx (Kilimanjaro xx). Her 
first foal, the gelding Windermere Johanson (Johnson NOP), 
was born in 2008 and has been a top performer right through 
to Grand Prix level, and is still competing. 

Two more mares, Ala Mode and Miss Pompeii xx, were 
purchased the following year and put in foal to Johnson. The 
results were a pair of New Zealand superstars: Jax Johnson 
and Windermere J’Obei W. Like Jax Johnson, J’Obei W is a 
horse whose career took off like a rocket, and at the age of 
nine (in 2020), at the second CDI start of his life, he won 
NZ’s Grand Prix Horse of the Year, with top marks in all 
three classes from every judge. The previous year he had 
won the Level 8 title at HOY, the NZ National Level 8 
Championship, and ended his competition season at the top 
of the FEI World Prix St Georges rankings.  

In 2018, he won the FEI World Challenge Oceania Zone 
2018 and as well as multiple NZ championships. 
Windermere J’Obei W is now in Europe, based at the Van 
Olst stables with his owner/rider Melissa Galloway, and is 
looking very comfortable among the competition. The pair 
had their first outing in early February at CDN Peelbergen 
in the Netherlands, coming fifth in the Grand Prix. They 
then finished second in the Grand Prix Special at the CDI3* 
in Liege, and fourth in the CDI4* GP Special at Opglabbeek, 
both in Belgium, in April. Like Jax Johnson, Windermere 
J’Obei W has now achieved his MER score for Herning.  

A beautifully bred (and beautiful) nine-year-old mare, 
Windermere Zephora W (Glock’s Zonik NOP - Scarlett 
Johanson x Johnson NOP), was also with Melissa Galloway, 
but was sold to Australia when Galloway moved to Europe. 
She is showing lots of promise at Advanced level in the hands 
of Shanon McKimmie for owner Amanda Tivey.  

Meanwhile, there are two David Woolley seven-year-olds 
making an impact. One is a gelding by Zonik out of Jax 
Johnson’s dam Ala Mode, Zodiac DW, winner of the 
Advanced Medium Championship at the South Island 
Champs recently. He is owned and ridden by Sophie 
Griffiths.  

The other is the precociously talented Furst Rock DW 
(Fürst Romancier - Rock Chiq DW x Royston Rockstar), one 
of the most exciting young horses on the New Zealand 
dressage scene at the moment. The big, gorgeous, bright bay 
is owned by Vanessa Way and Brook Hughes, and ridden by 
Way. He recently won the North Island Advanced Dressage 
Championship with a clean sweep of all three tests. Thanks 
to his superb performances at the 2020 National 
Championships (he won the six-year-old title with a score of 
89.40%), David Woolley was awarded the Glenvar Trophy for 
Breeder of Best Young Dressage Horse that year. Furst Rock’s 
damsire, Royston Rockstar (Real Diamond - Florida x 
Florestan), is an imported Westfalian who was sold to 

Australia; he carries the blood of Rohdiamant, Rubinstein 
and Weltmeyer.   

Vanessa Way has another of Woolley’s Johnson progeny: 
The super six-year-old mare Jolie DW (Johnson NOP -
Qurious x Quattro B) is a three-quarter sister to Jax Johnson, 
as Qurious is a daughter of Ala Mode. Jolie DW has had 
several wins and high placings at Advanced Medium level. 
Way is one of the top riders in New Zealand and has spent a 
good deal of time at Carl Hester’s barn in the UK. Young 
Jolie DW, whom she has described as ‘spicy’, is in the best of 
hands.  

Woolley’s stud is based on hills overlooking Woodhill 
Forest near Auckland. His mares enjoy plenty of freedom on 
120 acres of varying terrain. “They have a mainly grass diet, 
supplemented with hard feed, hay, plus minerals and 
vitamins. The foals are handled and their feet are attended 
to regularly to help with correct limb development. My aim 
is to produce athletic, sound horses that make it to Grand 
Prix consistently.” To help achieve that aim, Woolley works 
closely with the top dressage riders and trainers here.  

He breeds just a handful of foals each year – somewhere 
between two and five – all by very carefully selected stallions. 
“I closely follow the show results in Europe and pay attention 
to the sires and lines that I believe produce athletic progeny 
that want to work and have the right mechanics and model 
for top level dressage. Over the years I’ve noticed I have a 
definite preference or bias towards the ‘bloodier’ stallions 
and have had a lot of success with the Dutch lines, 
particularly the Jazz horses.  

“I was lucky to do this early on and continue to try and 
use the ‘bloody’ stallions over my cooler, German-line mares. 
I also look at which stallions show up regularly as broodmare 
sires and have started to breed my next generation of 
broodmares using stallions like Fidertanz and Rubin Royal.  

“It’s incredibly important to me that every stallion I use 
has a lot of Grand Prix performance close up in its pedigree 
(including the mare line) as I believe this is the only real 
indicator that the horses are talented, trainable, and likely to 
stay sound; I do not want to just breed top foals – although 
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Windermere J’Obei W ridden by Melissa Galloway
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that’s nice – I want to breed top-level riding horses that go 
on to do great things.”   

 
The broodmare band 

 
Woolley has four mares in foal this season to Indian 

Rock, Le Formidable, Total Hope, and For Romance II. Last 
season’s foals – now weanlings – were by Vitalis, Ibiza, 
Fidertanz, and Vivaldi. “The two Fidertanz foals I’ve had 
move very well but are understandably a little more old-
fashioned in type (Fidertanz being an older stallion with less 
blood). I love my Ibiza filly, and my Vitalis and Vivaldi foals 
have impressed me with their looks and sensible natures. 

“I was somewhat lucky with my mare band in that when 
I set up breeding on my own after my marriage split we 
happened to have three young fillies that we had bred but 
hadn’t been sold as riding horses, as well as the original 
Hanoverian mare Ala Mode. The fillies were half-sisters to 
Jax Johnson, J’Obei, and Johanson, all of whom have gone 
on to prove themselves at Grand Prix level. Two fillies were 
by imported German stallions (Rockstar and Doringcourt) 
and one was frozen semen (Quattro B). So, I have mares 
representing the proven R, D, and Q lines from Germany 
but have the benefit of a high percentage of Thoroughbred 
blood which I think has resulted in some really good riding 
horses when crossed again with top stallions from Europe.  

“I also have a Prestige VDL/Dynamit mare that I bought 
as a young horse because she is from a very successful 
performance family in New Zealand. All the mares move well 
but I’d like to improve their type – but as I’m not in the 
position to go and import better mares, I’m breeding them. 
But that takes a while to achieve, so maybe when I’m 80 I’ll 
get there. 

“Next year I’ll breed my third generation of mares, 
which I’m excited about. At the moment I have a Revolution 
half-sister to Furst Rock, and a Rubin Royal from the half-
sister of Jax Johnson. I’m very keen to keep improving my 
mare base, while at the same time retaining the links to the 
mare lines that I know and love, as somehow it just means 
more to me to breed from families that I know so well. I’m 
also extremely motivated to provide the best quality young 
horses for our Kiwi riders; we are so removed from the rest 
of the world and for most riders the cost of buying and 
importing a young horse from overseas is just not feasible.  

“I haven’t retained enough fillies, but I’ve made a 
commitment to do that from now on so we can at least keep 
up to some degree with the horses being bred in Europe. 

 
Incredibly proud 

 
Jax Johnson’s Sydney success is the latest in a long line 

for Woolley, who is anything but blasé when it comes to the 
careers of his stud’s progeny. “I’m incredibly proud of what 
Jax and Gaylene have achieved,” he says. “I’ve followed him 
closely ever since he was a Level 1 horse, so I’ve known for 
quite some time what a talent he is. Unfortunately, I lost his 

mother last year to a uterine tear during foaling, but I have 
two half-sisters here to breed on with. I’ve also previously 
bred two full sisters to Jax and they are both with great riders 
being produced for the future – in fact, Gaylene has one of 
them: a two-year-old filly.  

“Jax’s mother, Ala Mode, was a very ‘Kiwi’ Hanoverian 
mare, being by Anamour from a Dynamit x Distelfink dam. 
She was athletic and very strong but needed a stallion to 
modernise her type and add some blood and heat. We chose 
Johnson because we liked his type and movement. I’d seen 
how well the Jazz horses were doing in Europe and I thought 
he’d cross well with our slightly old-fashioned Warmblood 
mares in New Zealand. I was lucky to do so, as Johnson has 
turned out to be a bit of a super-sire. We also bred two 
Thoroughbred mares to him and all three resulting foals 
have ended up being Grand Prix horses.” 

 
From Woodhill to the world 

 
“The year Jax was born – 2010 – we only had two foals, 

the other being Windermere J’Obei W, who is out of a full 
Thoroughbred,” says Woolley. “It’s incredible to think that 
both those horses have now qualified for this year’s World 
Championships in Herning. I hope to be there to watch 
them!”  

It’s also incredible to think that those two foals were 
from Woolley’s second season at breeding. While the DW 
stud in Woodhill is a long way from the rest of the world, the 
world will almost certainly be seeing more (and more) of its 
super progeny in the coming years. ■

Zodiac DW ridden by Sophie Griffith



It was during the 2006 All Saints day 
when we were in the Netherlands with 

Guillaume Levesque and Jean-Baptiste 
Guérin and visited the studfarm of 
veterinarian Jan Greve, passionate about 
the breeding of jumping horses (but also 
a serious breeder of dressage horses...), 
who at the time was standing the well-
known Voltaire. In his ‘De Watermolen’ 
(‘watermill’) equestrian clinic, a very 

friendly gentleman who was there asked us if we were from 
France and we all started talking together. “Would you like to 
have dinner next door? We could continue the discussion,” he 
told us. It was when paying the bill that we realized that we were 
guests of the master of the house, veterinary clinic, studfarm, 
and inn. We therefore shared an excellent meal, convivial and 
enriching, accompanied by good French wines. 

Jan Greve then told us a host of pony stories, including 
that of the father and mother of a very young Dutch saddle 
pony stallion: Kanshebber, a name which in French means “to 
be lucky”. Daisy Brown, his mother, a daughter of the Arabian 
Kebir II, was a great champion of the international pony 
circuit. She had been a multi medal winner in show- jumping 
and in particular individual European champion in 1986. Wim 
Versteeg (president of the Stud-Book NRPS) had bought her 
and sent her, in 1993, to the Arab stallion Krimh. The latter was 

a 1m50 sire competing in the three disciplines, and in 
particular in CSO at 1m35 events. We were truly taken aback 
by his origins full of references.  

However, to tell you the truth, he did not convince us 
100%, as we found him a little insufficient, and he had never 
been the number one preference of his Dutch rider Liseth 
Vetker who had a pony (Mississippi, a son of our former 
stallion Zodiak) who was more talented to be selected for the 
European Championships. This slowed us down and we 
decided not buy him, but simply noted Kanshebber in the 
list of stallions to enter the Syndicat Linaro catalog. This 
demonstrated our strict requirements regarding the entry of 
stallions into our catalogue.  

I would like to be specific here as we have never deviated 
from this way of selecting our stallions, and I can say, 20 years 
later, that our draconian selection criteria have borne fruit. At 
that time, the Syndicat Linaro breathed a real driving force 
into French breeding: the production of SL stallions suddenly 
dominated breeding competitions, young pony events, as well 
as stallion qualifications. Our actions have produced an 
impetus that delights everyone, and the breeding of French 
sport ponies is now among the leaders in Europe.  

Much later, Kanshebber brought international fame to the 
‘Orchid’s’ breeding of Carla van de Laar (who became a co-
owner of Kanshebber). We noticed that he produced 
incredible foals with New Forest mares and in particular with 
dams by Kantje's Ronaldo whom we brought to France shortly 
after the foundation of Syndicat Linaro. We knew Eric van de 
Rakt, his breeder and owner, himself a great friend of Carla van 
de Laar. Ronaldo was a star in the Netherlands who was 
adored, and still is to this day. 

The success of his offspring and family is incredible and he 
is still the best sire of international winners (20 offspring 
having participated in the European Championships). Shortly 
after Ronaldo’s arrival in France, I remember for example that 
Mister Amontilano (a brother by the sire of Kantje's Ronaldo), 
had been crowned individual European vice-champion, and 
team champion in CSO. In France, Ronaldo has left a 
multitude of Grand Prix ponies. He is an indisputable leader 
of the race... as Kanshebber has become. The latter now 
follows Ronaldo in the ranking of sires who have sired the most 
ponies at the European Championships. 
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From Kanshebber to Ken van 
Orchid with Syndicat Linaro
BY JEAN-MARC LEFÉVRE 
PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY SYNDICAT LINARO/PONEY AS 
A little over 20 years ago, we spotted the Dutch stallion Kanshebber. What regrets at the time 
– and still today – not to have bought him! However, with the entry into the Syndicat Linaro 
catalogue of his son, Ken van Orchid, crowned vice-champion of Europe in CSO last year, we 
can say that history has a way of finally doing things well...

Jean-Marc Lefévre

Ken Van Orchid ridden by Ann-Marie Sullivan in Strzegom



A total of 12 of Kanshebber's progeny have indeed started 
in European competition – in all three Olympic disciplines, if 
it’s in showjumping where they really stand out: Kyra (equal 
eighth, individual final), Kosmo van Orchid's (team bronze, 
equal ninth individually), Karl van Orchid's, Karim van 
Orchid's (pillar of the 
German showjumping 
team, equal sixth indivi-
dually), Orchid's Cenda, 
Kadans van Orchid's, 
Orchid's Arissia, Kamirez 
van Orchid's and Orchid's 
Anucia in CSO, Kandor van 
Orchid's (13th individually, 
six participations), in 
addition to Kantje's Irlando 
in Eventing and Orchid's 
Syria in Dressage (team 
fifth). 

 
Kanshebber’s legacy: 
Ken Van Orchid 

 
Ken Van Orchid 

(Kanshebber x Kantje’s 
Ronaldo), individual Euro-
pean vice-champion, joins 
the SL catalog in 2022, and 
we’ve had a lot of regrets to 
have missed out on 
Kanshebber: A few months 
before his death, Guillaume 
Levesque brought him back 
to France to try to freeze his 
semen, but it turned out 
that this was not possible). 
So, when we saw one of his 

sons with irreproachable origins distinguish himself at 
the age of six, then competing Grand Prix in France, 
we were immediately impressed and seduced. 

So far, the story is doing well with Ken van 
Orchid, one of our latest major recruits. His mother 
is Orchid's Celestyi, a worthy daughter of our 
Kantje's Ronaldo SL, rightly considered one of the 
flagship broodmares of Carla van de Laar's 
breeding. She is indeed the mother of several Grand 
Prix ponies including the stallions Karim van 
Orchid's (European Showjumping Championships 
in 2017, 2018, and 2019), and Kasper's Ronaldo who 
is starting to break into Grand Prix with excellence 
this season (IPO 160 in 2021). Both are full brothers 
of Ken. 

Ken has really made his way to the top level 
from his beginnings in competition. Champion of 
the Cycle Libre five-year-old second year, holder of 
an Elite mention in the classic cycle at the age of six, 

he entered the Grand Prix circuit in 2017 by winning three 
GP as ‘excellent’.  

We then saw him win the title of vice-champion of France 
Pony Elite in 2018 under the saddle of Ilona Mezzadri, and 
champion of France the following year, as well as many top 

placings in CSIP/CSIOP. In 
2021, after only a few 
months of association with 
his new rider Marie-Ann 
Sullivan, Ken ranks fifth in 
the French championship 
as ‘excellent’, and pockets a 
silver medal on the Polish 
ground of Strzegom at the 
end of the difficult indivi-
dual final at the European 
championships by lining up 
clear rounds. 

In 2021 we also saw his 
first foals on the 
competition grounds, and it 
appears that his very young 
production should be 
followed closely. Hyper 
confirmed in many areas, 
Ken should provide his 
mares with the necessary 
blood, locomotion, trajec-
tory, strength, respect, and a 
lot of balance. We strongly 
believe in this phenomenon 
which reminds us of part of 
the history of Syndicat 
Linaro, distributor of 
European elite sport pony 
genetics, leader in pony 
showjumping in Europe. ■ 
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Ken Van Orchid ridden by Ann-Marie Sullivan, also in Strzegom

 

SYNDICAT LINARO 
 
Syndicat Linaro was founded more than two decades ago. 
Demanding and uncompromising in the quality of the stallions 
offered in its catalogue, SL has succeeded in its initial goal: To 
allow French breeding to rise among the leading nations at the 
European level by distributing the best male genetics comprising 
performance stallions, internationals, and great sires.  

Linaro SL joined the Syndicate in 1999. He was later 
accompanied by other stars: Aron N SL, Kantje's Ronaldo SL, 
Naughty van Graaf Janshof SL, Take It Easy SL, Casper SL, Dex-
ter Leam Pondi, Glenn SL, Zodiak SL, Rasmus SL, Machno Car-
wyn, Welcome Sympatico SL, Watershof Pretend SL (Ronaldo's 
father!)… 

SL represents more than 30 stallions, expanding its 
offer in 2022 with the arrival of five new stallions who are up to 
the task:  
• the phenomenal Ken van Orchid (individual European vice-
champion last summer);  
• Imperial du Blin (European championship performer and sire 
of reigning double European champion Vedouz de Nestin), who 
was already distributed by SL in the mid-2000s;  
• O Ma Doué Kersidal (multi-medal winner at the Europeans in 
eventing); plus two young Belgian stallions, ages six and seven – 
• Umbro van de Groenheuvel SL and 
• Top Magic van de Groenheuvel SL.  

They all seduced Syndicat Linaro with their aptitude, 
model, and exceptional genetics. Their maternal lines are very 
solid, imbued with big names, international performers, and tal-
ented breeders who have proven themselves competitively. 



We are proud to have developed a detailed and 
informative linear evaluation system for mares and 

youngstock based on years of industry experience and 
international cooperation. The purpose of this is to give our 
breeders useful feedback and advice that will enable them to 
make refined and informed breeding decisions, and to give 
them the recognition they deserve for their great 
achievements. It also gives us very useful data as we will be 
able to see what traits particular stallions (and let us not 
forget the mares!) are likely to pass on to their offspring.  

Alongside the evaluation system we have developed our 
public database to display each profile on the horse’s 
database entry, turning it into a highly valuable research 
resource and providing maximum transparency. 

 
What happens at a mare and foal grading? 

 
Every AES UK grading, be that a mare, a young horse or 

a foal, consists of a number of steps that allow us to give you 
a detailed profile of your animal: 
• The assessment on hard ground: First of all, we will need to 
see every horse on hard ground, even the mares and foals. 
This allows us to look at details such as feet and soundness 
that could be more difficult to see on a soft surface. 
Correctness and soundness are the cornerstones of our 
studbook’s mission to promote the breeding of successful 
and happy athletes!  

• Limbs: You will be asked to stand your horse side-on for the 
evaluators to see. Please do not be alarmed when the 
evaluators start to walk around the horse. This is because we 
will look at all the angles of the legs from side-on, as well as 
from the front and from behind. Occasionally we will ask you 
to move the horse forward or backward a step. The 
evaluators will check the angles of the limbs, as well as the 
symmetry between left and right. These are important 
indicators for soundness and the ability of the horse to 
function as an athlete.  

 
• Conformation: When we’ve finished looking at the limbs, 
we will score the topline of the horse, from the head all the 
way back to the tail. (Sometimes this step is carried out later 
on the soft ground, but the principles remain the same). 
What we are looking for is a horse in a harmonious shape 
with everything in the right place to make him or her a 
pleasure to ride and able to succeed.  

 
• Correctness in walk and trot: You will then be asked to walk 
the horse away from the evaluators in a straight line and back 
towards them, and repeat the same in the trot. Foals can be 
led or run free alongside their dam, depending on the safety 
of the set up. Sometimes the evaluators may ask you to repeat 
this. Please do not be alarmed if this happens, sometimes 
horses spook or tense up, and the evaluators will simply want 
to give your horse the best opportunity to be seen. At this 
stage, the evaluators will pay particular attention to how your 
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AES UK mares and youngsters 
summer gradings inspections
BY EVA MARIA BROOMER  /  AES 
PHOTOGRAPHY: HORSEPOWER CREATIVE

As we are looking forward to meeting our 2022 crop of AES foals, it is time to think about our 
mare and foal gradings. Our inspections differ from those carried out by some of the other 
studbooks, so we thought it would be useful to explain the process.

Baron x Gribaldi foal, bred by Sarah Davies

Evaluators Sasha Whitaker and Anna Lowndes  
assessing conformation



horse places his or her feet. Front and back feet are looked 
at separately.  

 
• Management: The evaluators will note that some things 
they see are possible to address with management. For 
example, foot balance and weight management can have a 
big impact on correctness. We therefore like to give 
constructive and useful feedback where we feel it can help to 
improve the horse’s prospect in the sport, as well as giving 
recognition where we see a well-managed horse. 

 
• The assessment of the movement: The evaluators will then 
ask you to proceed to the soft surface to show the movement 
of your horse. The exact format of this assessment will vary a 
little bit depending on the age of the horse and 
circumstances. What is important to us is that each horse is 
given the best opportunity to show itself off. This is why we 
never rush this part of the assessment and will allow different 
formats that are appropriate to each horse. These can be a 
mixture of in-hand and loose movement in the arena for 
broodmares and youngstock, movement on the lunge for 
youngstock, and movement under saddle for older ridden 
horses. When you book your grading with us, we can discuss 
which format would suit your horse best, and how you can 
prepare for it.  

Seeing the horse move can give us some more 
interesting information for the conformation assessment, 
too, so the evaluators will sometimes return to the 
conformation profile to note their observations from this 
second stage of the assessment.  
• Walk: Quite often, the evaluators will look at the walk last, 
as many horses walk better once they’ve had a chance to 
loosen up in trot and canter. So please don’t worry if we ask 
you to repeat the walk towards the end of your assessment. In 
everything we ask you to do, we do not to try to find fault, 
but to give your horse the best opportunity to show what they 
are able to do.  

In the walk, we look for an active and engaged 
movement with a correct rhythm and an elastic topline. We 
like to see the horse use its entire body and take long, 
confident steps with a lot of reach from the shoulder and a 

good overstep. Our ideal walk would be longer striding than 
average, but not at the complete extreme, as we do recognise 
the importance not only to extend but also to collect the 
walk in ridden work.  

 
• Trot: The evaluators will ask you to show the horse in trot. 
We will never look at a trot just in hand, but instead will allow 
broodmares and unridden horses to move loose and/or – if 
appropriate – on the lunge. What is important to us is that 
the movement is confident and purposeful, not forced and 
not restricted, to allow us to see a horse’s natural inclination. 
The trot will be assessed on criteria such as elasticity, length 
of stride, balance, and impulsion. We like to see a trot that 
covers the ground, with good freedom in the shoulder, but 
also correctness and movement that comes from behind with 
active hocks and power.  

 
• Canter: We think the canter is a very important gait and 
will therefore never carry out a full mare or youngstock 
grading without it. The format and criteria are similar to the 
trot assessment. We like to see a powerful canter with the 
ability to lengthen and shorten the stride and a good natural 
balance.  

 
• Jump (if appropriate): Jumping horses can be assessed over 
jumps if this is appropriate. This can be either under saddle 
or over a loose jumping lane for younger horses. This option 
is available from the age of two-and-a-half. Foals, yearlings or 
pregnant mares will not be assessed over jumps.  

The height of the fences will be varied according to each 
horse’s needs. We are looking for a keen and confident 
attitude towards the fence, a quick take off, good bend in the 
front legs, and open hocks. Please don’t worry if your horse 
has a pole down, it can be very useful to see how a horse 
deals with having made a mistake and whether they are able 
to learn from it. We do not condone an over-produced jump, 
and instead are looking for natural inclination and ability. 

If you are interested in booking a mare and foal grading, 
please do not hesitate to contact us under 
eva@angloeuropeanstudbook.co.uk, we would be delighted 
to hear from you. ■
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Devivio x Osmium foal, bred by Claire Wyatt

Premium mare Carita (Gribaldi x Sultan) bred by A. Bouwdewijns



This year the Studbook Series has been opened 
to all approved studbooks in Ireland, and 

represents an increasingly competitive production 
series for young Irish- bred and Irish-registered 
showjumpers.  

The WBCYH, in Belgium in late September, will 
be as keenly contested as ever but there is an air of 
redemption this time around as Irish Sport Horses 
bid to return for another tilt. 

Already the likes of Alan O’Regan, Derek 
McConnell, and young rider Molly Hughes-Bravo 
have impressed in the HSI Studbook Series, and the 
trio will be looking towards Lanaken with a bit of 
unfinished business. 

Derek McConnell picked up his first victory in 
this year’s HSI Studbook Series seven-year-old class 
with Inlaws Manolo (ISH) at Barnadown in Co. 
Wexford on Sunday, May 8. This pair, who were 
third in the opening leg at The Meadows, 
represented Ireland at Lanaken last year, went first 
in the jump-off, but saw off the remaining three 
who qualified. A very happy McConnell had concerns about his horse’s 

relative inexperience in the final with the 
qualifying round having been on sand – but was 
confident of going close in the big Barnadown 
grass arena. “The track probably suited him as 
there was a lot of space between the fences and 
he likes to gallop, he likes to go fast. There was a 
couple of long runs and I really let him open 
up,” McConnell said. Adding; “It’s never an 
advantage to go first in the jump-off but I felt 
when I finished the round I was quick enough to 
do well, even though I knew what was there in 
competition after us. It’s really nice though, that 
it’s his day.” 

Having enjoyed a successful Series last year, 
the pair were selected for Lanaken, and 
McConnell will be hopeful of being chosen 
again this time around. “He was very good in the 
Studbook Series and in the Development Series 
last year and was lucky enough to be selected for 
Lanaken. He was a bit green when he went there, 
however, and had the first fence down in the first 
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Irish Sport Horse Studbook: 
Eyes on Lanaken 2022
BY HORSE SPORT IRELAND /  HSI 
PHOTOGRAPHY: LAURENCE DUNNE/JUMPINACTION.NET

Irish eyes are already firmly fixed on showjumping’s FEI-WBFSH World Breeding 
Championship for Young Horses in Lanaken, Belgium, as the Horse Sport Ireland (HSI) 
Studbook Series heats up. 

Alan O’Regan (IRL) riding Seaview Demonstration (ISH)

HHS India (ISH) ridden by Molly Highes-Bravo



qualifier – that was it, our chances were gone. He was 
a little lacking in experience, even though he was 
deserving of his spot. This year I feel he is more of a 
proper horse. 

McConnell continued by saying; “Tomás and 
Mark Hester bred him – he’s by Corland (Holst) out 
of a Lord Z (Holst) mare called Helena de La Vie 
(BWP). He was produced originally by Daisy Duggan, 
and she did an incredible job, even qualifying him for 
Dublin as a four-year-old. So, he’s always been a good 
horse, and the Hester’s got to Lanaken to see their 
boy jump, which was actually the first time I’d met 
them. They also won a few quid off the breeders’ 
prize for his wins in the Development Series, so 
they’ve been very happy with me.” 

Inlaws Manolo (ISH) was bred in Co. 
Roscommon by Tomás Hester in conjunction with 
his nephew Mark, who originally sourced the dam, 
Helena de La Vie (BWP) for Tomás. Reflecting on 
the gelding’s success and their hopes for the future, 
Mark said; “We’re proud to have two horses we bred 
competing well in the HSI Studbook Series this year. Damien 
Griffin has the six-year-old Precious Tarmon Quality (ISH). 
We bought in both of their dams, and Inlaws Manolo’s dam 
in particular is quite interesting as the granddam is a full 
sister to Nick Skelton’s Arko III (Oldbg). 

“Helena de La Vie has also produced two horses that 
have competed internationally, Madonna Quality (BWP) 
(Mylord Carthago [SF]) and Cartier Quality Z (Zang: 
Clarimo ASK [Holst]). Inlaws Manolo (ISH) is the second 
foal that we bred out of her. We also bred a mare by Numero 
Uno (KWPN) and a gelding by VDL Bubalu (KWPN) that 
has been sold to Richard Sheane of Cooley Farm, named 
Cooley Venture (ISH). We’re very excited to follow their 
progress.  

“We’re very proud of the horses and delighted for all 
involved with them because it really takes a big team to keep 
these horses in competition form. We’re especially happy for 
Derek because Inlaws Manolo is such a big horse and has 
taken a while to develop into the horse that he is. Definitely 
though, it’s nice to see a horse we’ve bred go on to compete 
and be successful in competition. For sure we hope that we’ll 
see him in Lanaken again this year if he’s selected, we’ll 
certainly be there to cheer him on and that he’ll continue to 
go on and be a top horse for the big sport.”  

 
Redemption mission 

 
Alan O’Regan is on a Lanaken redemption mission with 

Seaview Demonstration (ISH) after the pair’s success in the 
HSI Studbook Series seven-year-old final at Cavan in mid-
May. With this success O’Regan signalled his intentions for 
another crack at the WBCYH.  

Seaview Demonstration topped the six-year-old league 
standings in 2021 and hopes were high when travelling to 
the Belgian venue. O’Regan and his mount performed well 

in Lanaken and the Cork man will be hoping for some better 
luck this time around. “We will continue to compete in the 
Studbook Series and will try him for the seven- and eight-
year-old qualifiers for the Dublin Horse Show. Hopefully, 
then, he will possibly go to Lanaken at the end of the year,” 
O’Regan said. 

“He went really well there last year and only had a pole 
down on the second day before finishing second in the 
consolation – that was my fault, so I’ll be hoping to go there 
this year and make amends. He has that experience of it now 
so all going well we will make it there. It’s obviously a long 
season but that’s the plan and fingers crossed that’s where he 
ends up. 

“He’s by a son of Cavalier Royale (Holst) called Correlli 
Bravo (ISH) and out of a Castlelawn Galloway (Oldbg) mare 
called Galloway Star (ISH) – so he’s quite a typically Irish-
bred horse, with the mix of Cavalier Royale (Holst) and King 
of Diamonds (IDC1) in the pedigree. There aren’t too many 
horses by Corelli Bravo around actually, but they do seem 
like very nice horses. 

“I have a six-year-old full brother, Seaview Evolution 
(ISH) also competing at the moment. They’re both nice 
types of horses who jump well – I’m very happy with them.” 

The breeder of Seaview Demonstration (ISH), James 
Keane, tells us that he had a very personal reason for using 
Correlli Bravo (ISH) as a stallion. “Correlli Bravo is actually 
owned by my sister and her boyfriend. I knew him very well 
and we were all very fond of him. He jumped in Lanaken 
with Olive Clarke and it’s always a great measuring stick for 
young horses, so it doubly made sense for us to use him. 
Unfortunately, we lost the dam Galloway Star and have no 
sisters or other female relatives to keep the family alive 
ourselves but we’re certainly hopeful that Seaview 
Demonstration will go on to compete at the highest level and 
make her proud.”  
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HHS Savannah under the saddle of Molly Hughes-Bravo
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Six-year-old final 

 
Eleven horses jumped clear in the 

six-year-old final, Molly Hughes-Bravo 
among them, with both HHS India 
(ISH) and HHS Savannah (ISH) 
completing the feat for the second 
time in this year’s series. Both horses 
went double clear in the first leg at The 
Meadows on April 24, when Hughes-
Bravo said: “HHS India was a finalist at 
Lanaken last year and I’m really 
excited by her. I think she’s improved a 
lot this time around and I’m looking 
forward to the rest of the year with her 
– she was also double clear at The 
Meadows. 

“I didn’t ride HHS Savannah (ISH) 
as much last year – John McEntee rode 
her – but I took over with her this year 
and I was delighted that she added to 
her double clear at The Meadows. The 
course was very good at Cavan – tricky 
enough. If the rideability wasn’t great it 
would catch you out, but luckily my 
horses were in super form and jumped 
really well. Hopefully now, all going to 
plan, we’ll head to Mullingar for the 
next leg of the HSI Studbook Series 
and we’ll keep going throughout the 
legs.” 

For Molly’s mother, Irish Olympic 
rider, team European champion, and 
Aga Khan Nations Cup winning rider 
Marion Hughes, who also bred both of 
these six-year-old horses. it’s 

particularly special. “It’s a very nice 
feeling to see your daughter be 
successful in sport with horses that 
have come from a family that you’ve 
produced yourself, and now to see 
Molly take these horses forward and 
continue to develop the next 
generation is something I’m especially 
proud of. It’s very enjoyable to see. 

“With HHS Savannah (ISH), we’ve 
already bred her this year by embryo 
transfer to an exciting young horse we 
have called HHS Flonix (ISH). He’s a 
four-year-old son of Aganix du 
Seigneur (BWP). HHS Savannah is 
from the same family as HHS 
Burnchurch (ISH), HHS Fast Forward 
(ISH) who are both proven 1m60 
performers with Mickey Pender, and 
HHS Los Angeles (ISH) who recently 
moved up to 1m50 and won the 
Premier Series Grand Prix in 
Barnadown. We’re excited to get HHS 
Savannah (ISH) breeding and get her 
contributing to our herd of 
broodmares.” 

With the HSI Studbook Series 
Final being held at Tattersalls Horse 
Show on July 23 and 24, the 
competition for places on the team to 
represent the Irish Sport Horse 
Studbook is only going to get fiercer, 
with all eyes firmly fixed on the road to 
the 2022 FEI-WBFSH World Breeding 
Championships for Young Horses in 
showjumping in Lanaken. ■

Inlaws Manolo ridden by Derek McConnell



With the increasing availability of the world’s top 
dressage stallions used by local breeders, and better 

access to high-quality sport horses for dressage, the riders 
from Central Europe are becoming more frequent 
contestants in the European dressage arenas.  

In fact, history was made last year when Poland won an 
historic first medal at the 2021 WBCYH in Verden, Germany, 
thanks to the partnership between Beata Stremler and the 
Hanoverian gelding For Magic Equesta (For Romance -  
Awiwax x A Jungle Prince x Argentinus), bred by Freidheim 
Kuhnen and owned by Sylwia Ruta who won individual 
bronze in the six-year-old age group.   

To answer the need for both exposure and the 
evaluation of Central European young dressage talents the 
Central European Dressage Group organized the first 
edition of a Central European Dressage Young Horse 
Championship, hosted in Pilisjaszfalu, Hungary, mid May 
2022. This pilot edition included championships in three 
age-group categories – five-, six-, and seven-year-old horses –  
which were open for all combinations representing the 
region who did not have to qualify. 

With the five-year-olds presenting the strongest and 
largest team, it was the Polish contingent who claimed the 

whole medal podium, and victory going to Aleksandra Szulc 
and a black stallion Romeo von Fürstenball PZHK 
(Furstenball [Oldbg] x Bretton Woods [KWPN]), owned by 
the rider and bred in Poland by Mr. Piotr Wiese. Last year’s 
Polish champions in the four-year-old young horse age-
group were awarded a 9.00 for trot, 8.20 walk, 8.30 canter, 
7.90 submission, 8.50 for potential, making a total score of 
83.800%.  

Second place went to Karolina Markowska and the 
Oldenburg mare Le Petit Fleur (Indian Rock [KWPN] x 
Gribaldi [Trak]) scoring a total of 83.200%: Trot 8.20; walk 
8.50; canter 8.00; submission 8.40; and potential 8.50.  

Third place belonged to Hubert Jankowski competing 
with the Hanoverian gelding Flashback BM (For Romance x 
Rotspon) and scoring: Trot 7.80, walk 7.50, canter 7.70, 
submission 7.40, and 7.70 for potential – totalling 76.200%.   

The six-year-old test finished with victory going to the 
Slovak combination of Peter Edmar and the KWPN stallion 
Lord Leicester (Desperado NOP x Jackson) scoring for trot 
6.80, walk 7.80, canter 7.30, submission 6.50, and potential 
7.20. Total score 71.200%.  

The winner of the preliminary test representing Poland 
was Magdalena Jura and the Belgian Warmblood-bred 
stallion Quick Star van de Guldennagel (Special Agent 
Amour x Johnson) scoring: trot 8.30, walk 7.00, canter 8.00, 
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Dressage sport and breeding 
growing in Central Europe
BY AGATA GROSICKA 
PHOTOGRAPHY: LUCASZ KOWALSKI

For the last couple of years we have been witnessing a growing interest in dressage from both 
a breeding and sport perspective in the region of Central Europe, once known mostly for good 
quality showjumping and eventing horses. 

Winning rider Peter Edmar (SVK) riding the 6yo KWPN stallion 
Lord Leicester (Desperado NOP x Jackson) 

Aleksandra Szulc and 5yo black stallion Romeo von Fürstenball 
PZHK (Furstenball [Oldbg] x Bretton Woods [KWPN])



submission 7.80, and potential 8.00. Total score 78.200%. 
Unfortunately, that pair had to withdraw from the 
competition on the final day due to health issues.  

The seven-year-old test finished with victory for the  
Hungarian combination Jazmin Yon Tow and KWPN stallion 
Konfucius (Charmeur x Flemingh) with a score totalling 
76. 143%. They finished ahead of triple Polish young-horse 
champions (in the four-, five-, and six-year-old categories in 
three consecutive years) –  Aleksandra Krywult and DSP-bred 
Lari Fari (Luis Figo x Pink Floyd) with total score of 
75.472%. 

Third place on the podium was reserved for Polish  
Marta Ginda and the Oldenburg gelding Dance For Me 
(Diamond Hit x Chico’s Boy) with total score of 75.415%. 

It is noteworthy that the prestige of the championships 
has also been underlined by the stake of the commission 
evaluating young horses including such acclaimed five-star 
judges as Susanne Baarup (DEN), Katrina Wuest (GER), 
Henning Lehrmann (GER), Clive Halsall (GBR), and 
Elizabeth ‘Sissy’ Max Theurer (AUT).  

Thomas Baur, show director of several CDIs in the 
United States as well as in Europe has been a keen promoter 
and supporter as a member of the CED Working Group of 
this championship from the outset: “We could see that this 
part of world is improving when it comes to the quality of 
dressage horses and the way they are presented. We would 
like to support them. Our plans are to continue to offer this 
kind of championships and we are talking to the European 
Federation to make it more official.” Baur continued by 
saying; “The quality of competing horses was very high with 
Romeo von Furstenball ridden by Aleksandra Szulc – the 
winners of five-year-old test being one of the highlights of 
these championships.” 

He added: “In general the number of entries was very 
good, but I hope that we can still improve. It was a very good 
start – now we have to make the next step to make it more 
official. I’m very grateful for the support of the Central 
European Dressage Group and Arie Yom Tov – the man who 
was behind helping to organize the whole event. There are 

no downsides for riders taking part in this championship 
and giving it a try. The horses are also given exposure and 
have an opportunity to be evaluated by a group of the 
world’s top dressage judges, which is part of the whole 
package. We’d like to see these horses develop all the way to 
Grand Prix level, so I’m really looking forward to the future 
of this championship and we’ll see what we can achieve.” 

Aleksandra Szulc – rider and the owner of the five-year-
old winner was clearly satisfied with the championship 
outcome and her horse’s performance: “I’m very proud of 
Romeo. The horse was bred by Piotr Wiese, the same 
breeder who bred Rumba Hit – my Grand Prix horse with 
whom I won the Polish Dressage Championships in 2016. 
Actually the third dam of Romeo is the full sister of Rumba’s 
dam. So they are related through their damline.” 

She continued by saying: “He’s very brave and very 
rideable, with three great quality gaits. Romeo is a stallion 
and a very obedient one. Generally I prefer working with 
stallions because of their character. Last year we won the 
Polish Championships for Young Horses in the category for 
Polish-bred four-year-olds, and the previous year as a three-
year-old he was already successfully presented under the 
saddle by Adrian Seliga,” one of Aleksandra’s team riders in 
the Sport Championships for Young Horses held in Solec 
Kujawski.  

In conclusion, Aleksandra said; “I find the CEYH 
Championships a great initiative and a very good chance for 
the horses coming from our region to be recognized and to 
be evaluated by the world’s best dressage judges. In 
Pilisjaszfalu I saw a couple of very good quality horses 
representing Slovakia and Hungary. The Polish team was 
very successful in this championship and I hope it will help 
us promote Polish riders and horses abroad.” 

With all the positive feedback from the riders who 
participated in the Pilisjaszfalu Championship, I’m looking 
forward to the next edition growing in popularity, and also 
hoping that there will perhaps be a prize for the breeder of 
the best horse in the show! ■
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Karolina Markowska and the 6yo Oldenburg mare Le Petit Fleur 
(Indian Rock [KWPN] x Gribaldi [Trak])

l-r: Marta Ginda, Aleksandra Krywult, Jazmin Yom Tov,  
Peter Edmar, Aleksandra Szulc, Hubert Jankowski,  

and Karolina Markowska 



There she heads a study relating umbilical cord length 
and twists to foal health. This article explains why and 

how she is recruiting worldwide breeder participation.  
While a full time student in Calgary, Madison competed 

her Canadian Warmblood, Donndiego (Donner Bube x 
Zodiak), up to 1m35. They won the 2016 Level 2 Jumper 
CWHBA award and also the Jump Alberta 1m20 Jumper Year 
End Award  in 2016 and 2017.   

 
Unravelling the umbilical cord 

 
Does cord’s length and twists affect foal health? [By 

Myrna MacDonald] 
Western College of Veterinary Medicine (WCVM) 

researchers have added a couple of new ‘twists’ to research 

focusing on the link between equine umbilical cords and 
foal health.  

Veterinary anatomic pathology resident Dr. Madison 
Ricard and her supervisor, Dr. Bruce Wobeser, are 
investigating whether excessively long umbilical cords or 
cords with more twists than usual affect the health outcomes 
of foals.  

Previous studies have investigated the link between 
umbilical cord length and equine abortions, but this study is 
the first of its kind: “As far as we can tell, nobody has looked 
at that situation before on live foals. It’s always been on 
aborted foals,” says Wobeser.  

The researchers are also relying on social media to find 
participants and online surveys and cell phone images to 
gather information. Ricard, who develops websites and has 

an interest in social media, has been sharing 
the study’s details through horse breeding 
groups online. “It is outside the norm,” says 
Wobeser. “But really, social media data 
collection is just survey data. We’re surveying 
a different group of people with different 
tools. It’s absolutely worth trying.”  

The WCVM researchers are encouraging 
owners to enrol their pregnant mares in the 
study, which includes a few steps outlined on 
their website (wcvm-equs.ca). Immediately 
after foaling, the owner takes a photo of the 
umbilical cord and measures its length. Next, 
the owner records information about the 
mare, the foaling process, and the foal’s 
health at birth. These details can be submitted 
online or by using a printable, stall-side form. 
The owner also fills out surveys about the 
foal’s health – one at seven days and another 
at 30 days after birth. “If there’s anything 
unusual about the foal’s health, that’s what we 
want to capture,” says Ricard, who plans to sort 
information into categories such as infectious 
versus non-infectious conditions, and 
congenital issues versus bacterial or viral 
infections. “From there, we can do our 
statistics, home in on those categories, and 
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Madison Ricard: Unravelling 
the umbilical cord, literally!
BY CHRIS GOULD  /  CWHBA 
PHOTOGRAPHY: LINDA FINSTAD, DR. MADISON RICARD DVM
Long-time Canadian Warmblood member, volunteer, and competitive rider Madison Ricard 
graduated from the University of Calgary School of Veterinary Medicine in 2020. She 
subsequently became a veterinary anatomic pathology resident at the Western College of 
Veterinary Medicine in Saskatoon, SK. 

This photo illustration demonstrates the ideal set up for taking images of the 
umbilical cord and placenta after a foaling
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CWHBA Donndiego (2004: Donner Bube x Zodiak), bred by Cynthia Adams,  
ridden and owned by Madison Ricard

then see the outcomes we find.” 
Normally, equine umbilical cords 

measure 50 to 60 centimetres (20 to 24 
inches) long and have four or five 
twists along its length. But excessively 
long or twisted cords can restrict blood 
supply to the fetus and cause 
significant health issues – often leading 
to death. 

In an earlier study, Ricard and 
Wobeser reported that Canada has a 
higher rate of non-
infectious fetal 
placental causes – 
including excessively 
long umbilical cords or 
torsions. Those results 
are similar to a study 
targeting horses in the 
United Kingdom.  

Human medical 
researchers have also 
found that too much 
twisting or excessively 
long umbilical cords can affect babies’ 
Apgar scores – the scoring system used 
to assess newborns’ well-being. 
Scientists have found links between 
these abnormal umbilical cords and 
issues such as still births, pulmonary 
hypertension, and neurologic function 
deficits in babies. “Although it’s human 
medicine, it suggests that there’s the 
potential for something to be there 
when it comes to umbilical cord 

morphology (form and structure) in 
these foals,” says Ricard.  

With the foaling data, Ricard 
hopes to identify common patterns in 
the cords’ traits. For each submission, 
she will also calculate an ‘umbilical 
cord index’ – the number of twists in 
the cord divided by the cord’s length. 
Ricard will then compare those index 
numbers to established reference 
values. “Once it’s all done, we’re going 

to take all of this 
information that we’ve 
gathered about um-
bilical cords and see if 
we can find any con-
nections between the 
umbilical cord data and 
the foals’ health data,” 
says Ricard.  

But first, the 
WCVM researchers 
need data from many 
foalings over the next 

two years. They hope to capture data 
from breeding seasons in both 
northern and southern hemispheres. 
Public res-ponse has been very positive, 
and Ricard says many Facebook users 
have shared her original post. “If we 
could get [access to] 500 foals, that 
would be amazing,” says Ricard. ■

 
SOS 

ALL BREEDERS 

Do you have a mare that’s 
scheduled to foal this year? 
Visit wcvm-equs.ca for more 
details about this study or 

contact: 
  

Dr. Madison Ricard 
madison.ricard@usask.ca



It’s an event with international allure and delegates 
attending from all around the world, including Belgium, 

Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Latvia, 
alongside hosts Holland.  

This world championship concept was founded by the 
International Young Breeders and is supported by the 
WBFSH. The aim of the championship is to bring together 
young people from various breeding associations, countries, 
and languages to learn from each other, share ideas, make 
friendships, and build an international network. The 
contestants, aged between 15 and 25 years on January 1 of 
the year of the championship, are divided 
into two different age groups: Juniors (15 to 
19 years of age) and Seniors (20 to 25 year 
of age). Teams comprise three or four 
participants who will also compete as 
individuals, with the best three results 
counting towards a team’s total score. 
Ultimately, when the junior and senior team 
totals are tallied, they will represent the 
overall studbook score.  

Contestants will arrive in Ermelo on 
Thursday, July 7 and following registration 
and familiarization with the venue,as well as 
their camping accommodations, the 
championships will began that same 
evening with a theoretical test. It’s a 
multiple choice assessment including 

questions on feeding/nutrition, stable 
management, horse anatomy, international 
sport, and equine health matters.  

The official opening ceremony will 
begin at the conclusion of the test and is 
where the teams will be introduced and 
celebrated. This first day will conclude with 
a welcome dinner including typical Dutch 
food provided by Catering Culinair.  

On Friday the championships continue 
with an assessment of conformation and 
athleticism traits which are displayed using 
loose/free jumping and loose/free 
movement. International judges, from 
Ireland (Irish Sport Horse Studbook) and 
Germany (Trakehner Verband e.V.), will 

judge the horses alongside a national KWPN judge. The 
objective of the young breeders is to match the score of the 
judges as closely as possible. The contestant with the smallest 
margin to the judges’ scores will win this stage. During the 
course of the afternoon participants must groom and plait a 
horse as a team and present it to the judges for inspection. 
Prizes are awarded for ‘turnout’ although it doesn’t count 
towards the overall team/studbook rankings. 

Saturday is all about ‘presenting a horse in hand’ –  
considered to be a very important discipline and one which 
demands skill and feel on the part of the contestants. The 
young breeders will present horses standing, in walk and trot 
for the judges. An assistant handler complements the 
presentation by following and using their intuition to read 
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WBFSH International Young 
Breeders World Championship
BY MURIËL KOELEN  /  IYB 
PHOTOGRAPHY: NATIONAAL HIPPISCH CENTRUM

From July 7-10, 2022, JongKWPN will host the World Breeding Federation for Sport Horses 
(WBFSH) International Young Breeders (IYB) World Championship – sponsored by 
international horse transport operators Horses2Fly – wherein 146 participants will make their 
way to Ermelo to represent 20 studbooks to be tested on all things breeding.

The main arena during the Dutch dressage championships

Main arena view towards the National Equestrian Centre

Horses2Fly 
 
The championships’ main 
sponsor, provides complete 
support from stable to stable as 
well as managing the worldwide 
export and quarantine of 
horses; from pre-screening to 
transportation in destination 
countries. With Horses2fly your 
horses are in professional and 
reliable hands. Their decades of 
experience in export and 
veterinary care guarantees the 
best service for you and your 



the situation and react accordingly to encourage the horse to 
show its best. The Friday judges will be joined by additional 
judges from Denmark (DWB) and the hosts (KWPN). 

The in-hand presentation concludes the competition, 
and contestants must then await the results and the much-
anticipated prize giving ceremony. An extravaganza 
organized by the hosts and demonstrating the many facets of 
KWPN is planned following the awarding of the prizes.  

Sunday, July 10 offers the opportunity for the young 
breeders, team leaders, and supporters to relax and spend 
time together on a guided tour of the VDL Stud in Bears. 
VDL is a family-owned and run studfarm which operates 
internationally, and has four divisions: the stallion station, 
the breeding farm, a production/training centre, and 
trading business. 

 
IYB World Championship schedule ‘in brief’ 
 
July 7 
• Arrival of competitors 
• Theoretical exam 
• Opening ceremony 
• Welcome dinner 
July 8 
• Judging conformation 
• Judging athleticism (movement and jump) 

• Turnout 
• Fun competition – team networking 
July 9 
• In-hand presentation 
• Prize giving ceremony 
• Extravaganza and party time 
July 10 
• Excursion to VDL Stud Farm 
• Homeward departures for the majority 
 
Participating studbooks in the 2022 IYB 
 
Belgium 
• Belgian Warmblood Association (BWP)  
Canada 
• Canadian Warmblood Horse Society (CWHBA) 
Denmark 
• Danish Warmblood Studbook (DWB) 
France 
Selle Francais (SF) 
Germany 
• Hanoveraner Verband e.V. (Hann) 
• Landesverband Bayrischer Pferdezüchter e.V. (Bavar) 
• Pferdezuchtverband Baden-Württemberg e.V. (Bad-Wü) 
• Pferdezuchtverband Brandenburg-Anhalt e.V. (Brand)  
• Pferdezuchtverband Mecklenburg-Vorpommern e.V. 

(Meckl) 
• Pferdezuchtverband Rheinland-Pfalz-Saar e.V. (RPS)
• Pferdezuchtverband Sachsen-Thüringen e.V. (Sa-Thü)
• Rheinisches Pferdestammbuch e.V. (Rhein)  
• Trakehner Verband e.V. (Trak) 
• Verband der Züchter des Holsteiner Pferdes e.V. (Holst)
• Verband der Züchter des Oldenburger Pferdes e.V. 

 (Oldbg) 
• Westfälisches Pferdestammbuch e.V. (Westf) 
Holland 
• Studbook of the Royal Dutch Sport Horse (KWPN) 
Ireland 
• Irish Sport Horse Studbook (ISH) 
• Latvian Warmblood Horse Breeders Association (LWB)
Sweden 
Swedish Warmblood Association (SWB) 
 

The Latvian Young Breeders will be participating at the 
World Championships for the first time as The Latvian 
Warmblood Horse Breeders Association young breeders’ 
group officially became a member of the IYB in 2021. Their 
presence at the championships will be warmly welcomed. 

JongKWPN are excited to welcome competitors to 
Ermelo and for the championships to begin. ■ 

 
For further information: https://bit.ly/wbfsh_iyb_wc_2022 and 
soon also on the WBFSH website: www.wbfsh.com
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Main indoor Amalia Arena

A tented village will provide cosy accommodation for participants 
during the championships



In fact, it was a ‘sassy’ little South-Island-bred and -owned 
mare who topped the five-year-olds, and a South-Island-

owned gelding from Queenstown who took the seven-year-
old title.  

 
Seven-year-old title 

 
Well ahead of all opposition in this group was Kiwi Strike 

(Kiwi Coronation - Kiwi Maze x Corlando), a lovely gelding 
bred by Graeme Hart in Hawke’s Bay, and owned/ridden by 
Lucy Olphert of Queenstown. Kiwi Strike has some very nice 
bloodlines, mainly Holstein. His sire is by the imported 
Corofino II (Corrado I x Fernando I), Holst Stamm 318D2. 
This wonderful stallion who died recently was one of the 
country’s most successful jumping sires ever. Kiwi Strike’s 
dam, Kiwi Maze (Corlando x Irish Guard ISH) is by an 
Australian-bred Holsteiner who stood at Golden Grove Stud 
in New Zealand, and is himself a son of a German-bred 
Oldenburg, Contango II (Contango x Alme x Gotthard) 
who stood in Australia.  

Kiwi Strike also won the South Island seven-year-old 
championship in February. He’s not a big boy, but, says 
Olphert, what he lacks in stature he makes up for in courage 
and ability. “He’s a special little horse. I just got on him and 
liked him straight away; he had a very classical technique and 
showed me a lot of heart.” She has owned him for around a 
year now, and has brought him on slowly. Their winning 
series score was 94, almost 20 points ahead of their rivals. 

Second place went to Double J Hurricane (Euro Sport 
Heartbreaker - Double J Breeze x Voltaire II) winner of last 
year’s six-year-old series, and also the winner of a number of 
his seven-year-old classes. This gelding was bred by Wendy and 
Robyn Jacobs, and is ridden by Wendy’s daughter Samantha 
Carrington. His sire, E.S. Heartbreaker (Heart-breaker - 
Nufrieda x Hamlet), was imported from Europe and stood 
here for a relatively short time; he is now in Australia. He was 
bred by Jean N.V. Custers of Bree in Belgium, and originally 
named L Rio C. Heartbreaker is from Merrielijn 77, 
Fokfamilie 335, and has some outstanding names in his 
pedigree, with Nimmerdor on both sides.  

JJ Hurricane’s damsire, Voltaire II (Voltaire - Daydyne x 
Nimmerdor), was another of the country’s most successful 
stallions and his progeny continue to excel in all disciplines. 

He stood originally at Fred Cornege’s Seattle Lodge, then at 
Sue Fowler’s Astek Stud until his death. It’s worth noting that 
Voltaire II not only had Nimmerdor blood, but was from the 
same cross (Voltaire x Nimmerdor) as the mighty Kannan. JJ 
Hurricane’s final score was 75.  

In third place, just a single point behind on 74, was 
Benrose Casino ECPH (Cassiano - Ngahiwi Red Rinse x 
Nikau). This gelding was the six-year-old runner-up behind 
JJ Hurricane last year. He was bred by East Coast 
Performance Horses – a stud that has given great support to 
the age-group series – and is owned and ridden by Sophie 
Scott. Casino’s sire Cassiano is an imported Holsteiner from 
Stamm 6691, bred by Carsten Lauck; he is with Sharlene 
Workman at Xtreme Sport Horses, but is an old fellow these 
days and no longer standing at stud. Benrose Casino’s dam is 
the full sister of a New Zealand-bred gelding called Blue 
Rinse, who jumped in Europe with a CSI2* win at La 
Coruña. He also had some high European placings at CSI3*. 

Bannockburn ECPH (Cassiano - Ngahiwi Emilionaire x 
Emilion VDL pref.), another ECPH gelding – also with a 
cross of Cassiano and Ngahiwi blood – finished fourth on 72 
points. He is owned and ridden by Jeremy Whale. His dam, 
Ngahiwi Emilionaire, was bred by Bruce Holden at Ngahiwi 
Station, and was 2012 six-year-old Horse of the Year. She 
retired after an injury and is now one of the ‘VIPs’ of the 
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New Zealand’s young jumpers 
climbing their way to the top
BY SALLY REID 
PHOTOGRAPHY: CORNEGE PHOTOGRAPHY

Glistening Waters is a show that signals the end of the season for jumpers, and the finals of 
the ESNZ’s very popular age-group series. It’s held in the Wairarapa region, near the south 
end of the North Island, within fairly easy access of the South Island.

TMS Annabella (Cachassini II - Millie x Voltaire II), 5yo winner 
ridden by 18yo Ella Rae-Wood



ECPH broodmare paddocks.  
Fifth went to Joopiter (Euro Sport Centavos - Just Joop x 

Aberlou xx) a gelding bred by Sonya Mason, owned by Tayla 
Mason, and ridden at the moment by Sophie Scott. This 
young horse was actually bred for eventing and is heading to 
the UK soon to be reunited with Tayla Mason, who is now 
based there with an eventing team. “He is out of our top-
performing mare, Just Joop, and by the same sire as my five-
star horse Centennial. I have high hopes for ‘Justin’s’ 
eventing career here in the UK.” Joopiter was the winner of 
the North Island seven-year-old championship.  

In sixth place was LT Holst Freda (Colman - LT Holst 
Andrea x Casall), bred by Ewen Mackintosh at Lake Taupo 
Holsteiners. This lovely mare won the final competition at 
Glistening Waters with the only double clear on heavy 
ground. She is from Stamm 2067; her superb dam was once 
again Top Mare in the ESNZ rankings, her half-sister by 
Clinton, LT Holst Elizabeth, is now based at Cian 
O’Connor’s Karlswood Stables in Ireland with owner 
Annabel Francis. Coincidentally, the top stallion of the ESNZ 
rankings, is now at Karlswood too – see below. 

 
Google NZPH tops 6yo podium 

 
Google NZPH (Orlando - Questions NZPH x Fetiche du 

Pas), a gelding bred by NZ Performance Horses and ridden 
by owner Georgina Dormer, won this division. His dam, 
Questions NZPH, has a number of good progeny, including 
Can’t Touch This NZPH (Untouchable), who has had wins at 
Grand Prix level. Google is a very worthy winner of the six-
year-old title; he performed superbly throughout 2021-22, 
taking his one and only rail of the entire season in the Grand 
Final. Like most NZPH progeny, he has predominantly Selle 
Français blood, and is an impressive-looking horse. He was 
originally sent to Dormer to prepare for sale, but he fell  in 
love with his personality and talents, and bought him for 
herself. Google NZPH was also the winner of the South 
Island six-year-old championship, and was second at the 
Young Horse Championships. 

Runner-up was another from East Coast Performance 
Horses, Celebration ECPH (Corofino II - Crystal x 
Salutation). He is owned and ridden by Rose Alfeld, and is a 
grandson of a magnificent imported Oldenburg dressage, 
Salutation (Sandro Hit - Fienna x Welt Hit II). This stallion 
died from colic in 2010 before he had a chance to prove his 
real worth as a sire, though he left a number of good 
progeny between the years 2004 and 2012. Celebration 
ECPH was the winner of the six-year-old crown at the 
National Jumping Championships recently.  

Third place was shared between a stallion, Double J 
Typhoon (Euro Sport Centavos - Double J Breeze x Voltaire 
II), and a gelding, Lord Axel (Lordano - Angeline GNZ x 
Corlando). JJ Typhoon was bred by Wendy and Robin Jacobs, 
and his dam, JJ Breeze, who is out of a Thoroughbred mare, 
finished third in her own seven-year-old series. Her daughter, 
Double J Breeze On (ES Centavos), is a full sister to the 

gelding JJ Hurricane, who finished second in this year’s 
seven-year-old series (see above). Double J Typhoon is 
ridden by Kim Carrington.  

Lord Axel GNZ was bred by Paul Ffoulkes at Golden 
Grove Stud, where his sire Lordano (Lord - Varese x 
Coriolan) stood for the last five years of his life. Lordano was 
from Holst Stamm 4539, and was bred by Hans-Jürgen 
Köhncke. His handsome young son Lord Axel is owned by 
Leah Causer of Aspen Park Performance Horses and ridden 
by her daughter Makenzie Causer. He was last year’s national 
five-year-old champion.  

A mare and a gelding finished equal fifth. The gelding is 
another from Double J Stud, JJ Graduate (JJ Repicharge - 
Sara Jane x Chico d’Oro), and is owned by his rider Ike 
Baker. The mare is the beautifully bred Takapoto Tinka 
(Cassiano - Claire x Chasseur II) from Takapoto Estate, 
owned and ridden by Oliver Edgecombe. Her imported dam 
Claire (Chasseur I - Mondolina x Goldstern) was bred by 
Fenna Schulte-Landwehr and is from O181B2 Malvenblüte 
Gestüt Hunnesrück. 

 
A tight five-year-old finish 

 
This was another really tight contest, with the winner, 

TMS Annabella (Cachassini II - Millie x Voltaire II), only two 
points ahead of second-placed Riverhills Legend (ES 
Centavos - Destiny x Ranfurly CLB).  

The ‘opinionated’ but definitely talented Annabella was 
bred by Nicky Bavin in the South Island. The mare scored 52 
points in the series, and is ridden by 18-year-old veterinary 
student Ella Rae-Wood, who says; “She has just blown me away. 
She’s my first hack, so it’s good that she’s little and pony-like. 
She’s a bit sassy, but today she did everything I asked of her.” 
Annabella’s sire, Cachassini II (Cachas - Varese x Cassini I) is a 
10-year-old Holsteiner bred by Hans Jürgen Bruhn in 
Germany, and is from Stamm 4245. He stood for a time at 
Highfield Stud in Nelson and is currently in Australia.  

Riverhills Legend, who finished second on 50 points, was 
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Four-time top-ranked Equibreed mare, LT Holst Andrea (Casall - 
Palaune x Lavaletto), ridden by Brooke Edgecombe



bred by Sue Gower, and has inherited the jet black coat of his 
wonderful sire, Euro Sport Centavos. His dam is by a 
Cleveland Bay, Ranfurly (Harrington Matchmaker - Waiwera 
Lass xx x Wandering Willy xx).  

Yet another from Double J Stud, Double J Odin (Double 
J Repicharge - Ophelia NZPH x Barbarian), finished third in 
the rankings, ridden by Sam Carrington. This gelding is by 
the stud’s home-bred and very successful stallion JJ 
Repicharge (Voltaire II - Replica x Oregon xx).  

Fourth place was shared by three horses each with 44 
points. One of these was also from Double J Stud JJ and sired 
by their home-bred star JJ Repicharge: the gelding Double J 
Larrikin (JJ Repicharge - Rata Mill Ascot x Stanic). He was 
the five-year-old winner at the Young Horse Show ridden by 
Jesse Linton, and has also been ridden in the series by Kim 
Carrington.  

The second horse in fourth place was Awaroa New 
Edition (Kannan - Kahurangi Final Edition x Valiant) a 
Warmblood mare bred and owned by Margaret Van Rooyen 
and ridden by Anneke van Rooyen. Kannan definitely does 
not need any introduction to WBN readers, but the damsire 
Valiant (Galoubet - Crystal Vale xx x Bang Up xx) is a little 
less well known. He was a Selle Français imported from the 
USA, and died in 2011. 

Her breeder was Nicky Baven. who bought her as a 
three-year-old and broke her in. She is by Cachcassini ll who 
was imported to New Zealand by Penny Crommie. “I rode 
this stallion before he was sold on to Sharon Slater in 
Australia. The stallion is now jumping Grand Prix with aims 
of bigger classes yet. Annie herself is a very sassy opinionated 
mare who the girls have done a great job with getting the 
best out of her. She will be a exciting one to follow as she gets 
older! For me I've worked to closely with Cachcassini himself 
and all his babies that it's pretty exciting to follow all his 
progeny both here in NZ and Australia.” 

And last but certainly not least of the three fourth-placed 
five-year-olds was Central Zone (Central Park - Fifi x Answer 
Back) bred, owned, and ridden by Maurice Beatson. Beatson 
has been very successful with this gelding’s sire, the NZWA 
Central Park, at World Cup level. He is son of Euro Sport 
Centavos and was bred by Imogen Neale; he has now been 
gelded. 

 
Equibreed top-ranking mare 

 
For the fourth time, this honour went to the brilliant 

imported Holsteiner LT Holst Andrea (Casall - Palaune x 
Lavaletto), who also won the ESNZ Grand Prix series. She 
was bred in Germany by Hans-Joachim Gerken of Hammoor, 
and is owned by Ewen Mackintosh and her rider Brooke 
Edgecombe. LTH Andrea is from Stamm 2067, which has 
produced a number of 1m60 jumpers. She was the VDL-
Equibreed NZ Leading Mare for 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-
20, and runner-up in 2020-21. She has had an outstanding 
competition career and is also the dam of some very good 
young horses, including LT Holst Freda (Colman) who 

finished sixth in this year’s seven-year-old series.  
Andrea arrived in New Zealand in foal to Clinton: that 

foal, the mare LT Holst Elizabeth, is now in Ireland with her 
owner Annabel Francis and is based at Cian O’Connor’s 
Karlswood Stables where, just by coincidence, this year’s 
(and last year’s, and the previous year’s) top stallion is also 
now in residence. Read on... 

 
Equibreed and VDL Leading Stallion 

 
Bravado Ego Z (Balougran Z - Cressida Ego Z x Carthago 

Z), took this title for the third year in a row. The 13-year-old 
Zangersheide stallion was bred in Australia by Dr Linda 
Mayer of Ego Summersea. He is owned by his rider Logan 
Massie, in partnership with Fiona Hall and Sue Holden. 
Massie took over the ride from Bravado’s former owner 
Jasmine Sketchley.  

The handsome chestnut has always had colossal 
presence and power, coupled with his own way of going; 
traits he may well have inherited from his paternal 
grandfather, Baloubet du Rouet. At his New Zealand stallion 
licensing, judges commented that he is ‘a great example of 
the Baloubet line, a strong, masculine stallion with powerful 
movement, good scope and technique’.    

His sire, Balougran Z (Baloubet du Rouet - Agrana, 
Hauptstutbuch x Grannus) was one of Baloubet’s first 
licensed sons. He was bred at Paul Schockemöhle’s Gestut 
Lewitz and won his performance test in Neustadt-Dosse with 
five 10s for jumping. Bravado’s dam, Agrana (Grannus x 
Argentinus x Weltmeyer), is from Hannover Stamm 
1190810, Schridde 694.  

Bravado Ego Z has ‘Principal in Sport’ status with the 
New Zealand Warmblood Association, receiving a mark of 
77.08% at his inspection under Gerd Küst and Michelle 
Zielazo in 2013. He is also licensed for Rheinland with the 
NZ Hanoverian Society. ■

58 June 2022

Bravado Ego Z (Balougran Z - Cressida Ego Z x Carthago Z) – 
Equibreed and VDL Leading Stallion partnered by Logan Massie
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Over time there have been moments of ups and downs 
and despite the last two years of pandemic we now 

hope to see a resurgence and our expectations are for an 
exciting breeding season. 

AGRIS, the Agricultural Research Agency of Sardinia, 
launched an event held last month at the ‘Su Padru’ stablies 
in Ozieri (a town in the north of Sardinia) in order to 
promote the equine industry and physically bring together 
its breeders. For the first time AGRIS proudly showed 
selected stallions for the 2022 reproductive season. On this 
occasion, AGRIS presented some of the best stallions who 
are already well-known for their offspring.  

In the large exercise arena of the Su Padru stable, the 
breeders were able to admire magnificent stallions of the 
various breeds, some of whom have already operated in 
Sardinia in recent years: Austin (Oldenburg), Babalou de 
Ligny (SCSL), Cloud Z (Holstein), O'pif d'Ivraie (AA), Top 
Secret d'Ossau (AA), and Vasnupied de Jonkiere (AA) for 
the sport lines. For the line destined for flat racing: 
Pantuosco (AA), Hasawood de Bordes (AA), Vintinoe (AA), 
Zaeem (Arabian), and Lahoob (Arabian).  

Four new stallions were also presented for the first time 
in Sardinia, representing the flat-racing line: Carghese des 
Landes (AA) and Anjaal xx (Thoroughbred). Additionally, 

for the sporting line, Nathan de la Tour (AA) and Old Chap 
Tame (Selle Français), are both tested stallions with amazing 
genetic inheritance, and also excellent performers in their 
own categories and disciplines. ■

A new breeding season  
begins in Sardinia
BY RAFFAELE CHERCHI 
PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY SYNDICAT LINARO/PONEY AS 
Sardinia is an island of horses and riders whose exploits date back to the XIVth century, and 
Romans too came to purchase horses for their armies during the Empire age. Horses and 
people share a deep and well-established relationship that continues today and is a 
fundamental part of Sardinian traditions and character, in which breeders play a vital role.

Old Chap Tame (2002/Oldbg Carthago - Jecoute x Quidam de 
Revel)

Babalou de Ligny (2006/SCSL Baloubet du Rouet [SF] - Loro 
Piana Wanda [Hann] x  Watzmann [Hann])

Nathan de La Tour X (2001/AA Fusain du Defey X - Suzy de La 
Tour X x Faritchou X)



Verbena AB is a family operated business with Gunnel 
and Tomas and their grown daughters Sara, Anna, and 

Emma. Both Gunnel and Tomas come from a horse-oriented 
background; Gunnel’s grandfather was a breeder, and her 
father rode together with Gehnäll Persson, Olympic gold 
medalist in dressage. The Skeppstrand girls have inherited 
their parent’s interest in equestrian sports with all three 
having competed successfully in dressage, through the ages 
from ponies and up, having won several championships as 
juniors, young riders, and in U25.  

Everyone in the family is involved with the overall 
breeding operation and horses, with Gunnel in charge of the 
mares and young horses as well as the administrative work 
surrounding the stallions. Sara is the daughter with the 
greatest interest in breeding; described by her mother as the 
brain behind the combinations of mares and stallions. “I 

have always had an interest in breeding and genetics”, says 
Sara. “From an early age I read the Flyinge stallion 
catalogues front to back.”  

The breeding operation results in just one or two foals 
per year. The damlines are extremely important in having a 
solid foundation, being performance oriented and having 
merits of their own. Ten years ago, Sara competed Bertram 
in the show circuit for youths, meanwhile Anna competed 
the mare La Prii. Bertram was by Bernstein 761, a sire that 
has produced many performance horses with traits desirable 
for competition. “They may not have been of the flashy kind, 
but they had good rideability and temperament, even young 
girls had no problem riding and handling them. That is 
when we decided we wanted to produce talented horses with 
good character and rideability.” 
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SWB Breeder of the Year 2021: 
The Skeppstrand family
BY HILLEVI BRASCH  /  SWB 
PHOTOGRAPHY: PRIVATE COLLECTION

Quality before quantity! This certainly holds true when describing the breeding operation at 
Verbena AB, owned by the Skeppstrand family. Despite having only a few mares in the 
breeding program, horses of extremely high quality have been born on the Verbena AB farm.

Anna and Sara Skeppstrand show La’Mour and Touchdown at the SWB offspring inspection



The search for broodmares began.  

The mare Baby Doll by Bernstein was purchased, the 
dam is the Elite mare C’est si Bonne by Chagall, a coveted, 
proven dressage sire. According to Gunnel, “The reason we 
bought her was because she was by Bernstein, and we wanted 
a new Bertram.” The girls all rode her to verify the 
temperament and rideability.  

After having acquired La Prii and becoming part owner 
of La Prii’s brother Tabasco 1201 a few years ago, the family 
was in contact with the breeder Ingrid Lundberg Persson 
and had the good fortune of borrowing the dam La’ Mour 
by the Grand Prix stallion Sack 907 and out of an Elite 
damline. Baby Doll and La’ Mour produced Zafferano 1325 
and Touchdown 1338, and both mares received Elite status 
based on their offspring’s performance.  

At the SWB Elite Foal Auction in 2010, the family 
purchased Duschesse SD, a filly out of damline 55, with five 
consecutive generations of elite mares and the dam Daphne 
and granddam Amina having produced approved stallions. 
Duschesse SD is now following in her predecessor’s hoof 
steps and received the ‘A’ breeding status earlier this year. A 
year ago, her daughter Kickoff received Premium in 
dressage at her young horse test and competed successfully 
in the three-year-old championships. Her brother Zucchero 
received Premium at this year’s testing. Both horses are 
produced within the family, with Kickoff by Touchdown and 
Zucchero by Zafferano. Zucchero will continue his training 
with sights set on the stallion performance test in the future. 
“We always try to enhance the positive traits,” Gunnel says. “If 
we have two horses with the same traits, we enhance these. 
Repeating this for a few generations generates what we 
desire.” 

“Utilizing older, proven sires with a talent for collection 
and Grand Prix level work is also important”, says Sara. “I ask 
myself if this is a horse I would like to ride. I prefer to see the 

stallion a few more times and not just at the stallion show. It 
is always beneficial to talk to someone who sees and handles 
the stallion daily. Watching the stallion in the warm-up 
before a show also gives me valuable information.”  

Camilla Axelsson, young horse trainer, gets the young 
horses under saddle and ensures they receive a good, solid 
foundation to be presented at the young horse test. Then it 
is time for the sisters to take over and ride them to evaluate 
whether the desired traits are present. Ongoing training is 
then handed over to international dressage rider Mattias 
Jansson.  

This year the Skeppstrand family decided to utilize a 
proven approach to further strengthen their two 
performance-oriented dam lines. Zafferano’s sister La Pinta 
is in foal to Touchdown and La Couronne, a sister of 
Touchdown, is in foal to Quaterback. Sara, Anna, and Emma 
have all tried the mares under saddle and know the desired 
traits of rideability and temperament are there. The horses 
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Touchdown at the dressage World Breeding Championship for 
Young Horses alongside Gunnel and two of her daughters  

HORSES  

 
• Bertram (1995/SWB Bernstein 761 [SWB] - Leontine 
15780 [SWB] x Leopard 590 [SWB])  

Breeder: Lena Kullebo 
• Baby Doll 29800 (1997/SWB Bernstein 761 [SWB] -
C’est si Bonne 19127 [SWB] x Chagall 455 [SWB]) 

Breeder: Kjell Andersson 
• La’Mour 25810 (1998/SWB Sack 907 [SWB] - La Sanne 
22161 [SWB] x Judex xx 796) 

Breeder: The Ingrid Lundberg Persson family 
• La Prii (2002/SWB Don Primero 981 - La’Mour 25810 
[SWB] 25810 x Sack 907 [SWB]) 

Breeder: The Ingrid Lundberg Persson family 
• Duschesse SD (55) 04102179 (2010/SWB Ampere 1225 
- Daphne (55) 27482 [SWB] x De Niro) 

Breeder: Stall Damino HB 
• La Couronne (2011/SWB Connaisseur 1193 - La’Mour 
25810 [SWB] x Sack 907 [SWB]) 

Breeder: Verbena AB 
• La Pinta (2011/SWB Sir Oldenburg 1212 - Baby Doll 
29800 [SWB] x Bernstein 761 [SWB]) 

Breeder: Verbena AB 
• Touchdown 1338 (2012/SWB Quaterback - La’Mour 
25810 [SWB] x Sack 907 [SWB]) 

Breeder: Verbena AB 
• Zafferano 1325 (2013/SWB Zaladin MI 1240 - Baby 
Doll 29800 [SWB] x Bernstein 761 [SWB]) 

Breeder: Verbena AB 
• Touchstone (2017/SWB Touchdown 1338 [SWB] -
Piorina 04112636 [SWB] x Capriano 1205) 

Breeder: Aja Blomberg-Andersson 
• Kickoff (55) (2018/SWB Touchdown 1338 [SWB] - 
Duschesse SD (55) 04102179 [SWB] x Ampere 1225) 

Breeder: Verbena AB
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that are born on the farm get to stay until the quality has 
been evaluated, and ahead of the possibility of being sold.  

Touchdown and Zafferano are both undoubtedly the 
golden children of the family. Both stallions come from 
solid, successful dam/sire lines and, as such, there is no 
surprise they are of such high quality. They 
both did their performance tests in Germany 
with excellent results, receiving rave reviews, 
and are approved stallions in Sweden as well. 
The quality and traits of the two sires are 
passed down to their offspring. Last year 11 
offspring entered the young horse tests 
where 10 received Premium or Class I. 
Zafferano had 19 offspring presented with 12 
receiving Premium or Class I.  

Touchdown is now a gelding and has 
been sold to Anna Forslund who was actively looking for a 
horse suitable for international dressage rider Patrik Kittel. 
Touchdown and Patrik have been in partnership for two 
years with success in international dressage arenas. Patrik has 
expressed his joy of having such a talented horse in his barn, 
describing Touchdown as a horse of international star 
quality. “Of course, we are proud”, says Gunnel “We are also 
super happy Touchdown is with such a talented rider as 
Patrik Kittel.”  

According to Gunnel, when deciding on who to breed 
La’Mour to, Quaterback seemed an excellent choice; 
“Quaterback was not one of the most popular stallions at the 
time, but we felt it was fitting to the mare”. Sara continued 
by saying; “I spoke to Malin Rinné who had experience of 

riding Quaterback and she only had 
good things to say about him. We 
want athleticism in the stallions 
paired with an excellent dam line. 
Quaterback possessed all that.” Sara 
rode Touchdown as a youngster and 
agrees, the talent has always been 
there. “I have always believed he is a 
horse for the international circuit, 
so I am very happy things have 
turned out the way they have. He is 
such a joy to ride, light and athletic 
and with power.”  

Zafferano is the ‘gold colored’ 
stallion who has become popular 
with mare owners. He has a lot of 
expression, as well as impeccable 
character and rideability. Add to 
that three good gaits and the 
success is at the front door. 
Zafferano has spent the winter and 
spring months in Germany for 
training and showing under Philipp 
Ruwe. The Skeppstrand family met 

Philipp many years ago when the 
daughters trained with the Koschel 

family in Germany where Philipp was working as a rider. 
Today he has his own operation and regularly receives 
Swedish horses to train and show.  

Philipp showed Touchdown in the dressage World 
Breeding Championships for Young Horses, and right now  

has the promising five-year-old Touchstone 
by Touchdown in training, purchased by the 
Skeppstrand family at the SWB Elite Foal 
Auction a few years ago. The duo was recently 
victorious in a young horse competition 
scoring 85% and now have their sights set on 
Falsterbo Horse Show and the WBCYH. 

Both Touchdown and Zafferano 
competed in Hagen, Germany in April, 
where the Skeppstrand family was present to 
cheer them on. Touchdown and Patrik Kittel 

placed in the Grand Prix Special and Zafferano participated 
in a Nürnberger Burg Trophy qualifier. “It was fantastic to 
have two of our own home-bred horses in such a grand 
competition”, Gunnel exclaims proudly. “Zafferano created 
quite a stir due to his color and expression. He has such work 
ethic and character and always wants to do the right thing. 
Both stallions are extremely easy to manage and work with.”  

“We believed in them from the very beginning, and we 
carved our own path which has proven successful.” Tjhe 
pride in Gunnel’s voice in unmistakable. They believed in 
their stallions all the way and they were certainly right in so 
doing. ■

Touchdown (left) and Zafferano (right) ridden by two Skeppstrand daughters
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This tour is not only an opportunity to show the world 
what a wonderfully versatile breed the Friesian horse is, 

but also to share the joy of our horses with as many people as 
possible. 

 
What is the Worldwide Friesian Tour? 
 

Friesian lovers from all over the world are invited to take 
a ride together that will add up to a lap around the globe. It 
is of course the intention to do this with your Friesian horse 
and you can ride, drive, walk, cycle or however you want to 
go out with your horse. All the distances when added up 
should eventually be exactly 40,075 kilometers, so there is 

work to be done. Last year the Swedish participants did the 
length of Sweden (1,572 kilometers) in 47 days, fortunately 
this edition will be a bit longer. 

 
Stallion Inspection 2023 – 300 days to go 

 
The kick-off for the Worldwide Friesian Tour was 

Saturday, March 19, when the internationally successful 
Swedish driver Amanda Krogstad Jansson covered the first 
distance with her Friesian geldings. From that date it’s 300 
days until the KFPS Stallion Inspection in Leeuwarden in 
2023: The final day of the tour. Organizers Helen Hilltorn 
Bogren and Kristin Brüdigam, members of the board of the 
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Taking Friesian horses on a 
2022 Worldwide Tour...
BY ALICE BOOIJ  /  KFPS 
PHOTOGRAPHY: KFPS
In the summer of 2021, Swedish Friesian owners were challenged to take their horses, to get 
to know the country and each other with the Sweden Friesian Tour 2021. This year, Friesian 
owners and enthusiasts worldwide are asked to do the same with the Worldwide Friesian Tour 
2022...

l-r: Hette 481 with Juano Ferreiro in the saddle, Celéste Steyn and Eben Ras of Pela Graca Friesian Studfarm, 
Dries 421, ridden by Jean van Deventer



Svenska Frieserhästföreningen, are excited about this new 
edition: “The event is intended to bring Friesian enthusiasts 
together, not only in their own country but all over the 
world; a worldwide Friesian community,” Helen said. 

 
How can you participate? 

 
Participating is very simple. Follow the Facebook page of 

the Worldwide Friesian Tour 2022. Gather your horse 
friends, riding or driving club, hiking buddies, or whoever 
you would like to take with you and choose the distance you 
want to cover. The minimum distance is five kilometres, 
there is no maximum distance, but consider what you and 
your horse can handle. Measure the ride with an app that 
keeps track of distances and post it together with a nice 
photo of you and your horse and any additional information 
you would like to share about yourself on the Facebook page. 

 
Dries 421 says ‘farewell’ in South Africa 

 
During the South African inspections, KFPS studbook 

stallion Dries 421 made his farewell from the show ring at a 
championship ‘meet and greet’ during the Horse and Wine 
Show in Parys. The previous day he had gloriously 
triumphed in the race for the champion’s title. The 21-year-
old Dries 421 will continue to stand at stud.  

The event turned into an emotionally laden occurrence 
as Dries 421 enjoys the status of audience favourite in South 
Africa, just like his dad, Jasper 366, in the Netherlands. 
Following a tribute, the arena was transformed into a busy 
stage for the ‘meet and greet’. This took some considerable 
time as “everyone wanted their photograph taken with him”, 
reported Sabien Zwaga who, together with Annemieke 
Elsinga had been kept busy in past days in Parys; tight 
scheduling of the inspections from 8:00 to 18:00, and 
working their way through many different categories of 
Friesian horses. One of those classes was exclusively for KFPS 
Studbook stallions, which Dries won with aplomb ahead of 
his 10-years-younger stablemate, Hette 481, who also lives at 
the Pela Graca stud farm. 

Henceforth the presence of Dries 421 in the inspection 
ring will be a thing of the past, but he remains available for 
breeding, and during the KFPS Tour many of his offspring 
succeeded in securing the Star predicate, and some even 
rising to Crown status.  

 
Friesian Horses’ selection 

 
Two Friesian horses narrowly missed selection to the 

dressage World BreedingChampionship for Young Horses. 
Edon van Groot Altena Star (Julius 486) with her rider Corina 
van den Bunt, and Coco WE (Hessel 480) with Esther Postmus 
made it through to the second training observation round.  

 
From Crown mare to Sport certificate 

 
Fourteen-year-old Patricia Salminen from Finland has 

seen huge success with her own Friesian mare Jebina van 
Vitikkala Crown Sport AA (Maurus 441 x Olof 315). In mid 
April this young lady rode the 11-year-old Crown mare to 
Sport predicate status when she scored over 60% no fewer 
than five times in five competitions. “Patricia has schooled 
Jebina to this level all by herself,” reports her proud father 
Juhani. “She started when she was 10-years-old, now she’s 14 
and has earned the Sport predicate.  

Patricia has had a very strong connection to Friesian 
horses right from when she was little. In 2019 during an 
inspection in Finland, Patricia had their home-bred Jebina 
van Vitikkala Crown Sport AA in training. The mare received 
a first premium and became Breeding Day Champion. 
Jebina is a daughter of Star mare Nelleke fan Hylpen, whose 
granddam is the Star Preferent Inngrid (Tsjalling 235), who 
also features in Eise 489’s dam line. 

Patricia also has another Friesian under saddle; the 18-
year-old gelding Oeds V. Star (Leffert 306). Last year, at the 
age of 13, Patricia won the bronze medal with him at the 
Northern Baltic Championships, the FEI NBCH. “She was 
the only rider with a Friesian horse at this international 
competition,” father Juhani explained. ■
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Coco WE (Hessel 480) with Esther Postmus

Edon van Groot Altena Star ridden by Corina van den Bunt



Moreover, we all recognise that health and performance 
are connected. A healthy horse is one that is mentally 

and physically fit to participate regularly in the full range of 
required activities free of pain, whether this is sporting, 
breeding, recreational trial riding, or liberty training.  

Good equine husbandry is based upon the principle of 
preventive care – problem prevention rather than problem 
treatment. This requires embracing all aspects of horse care 
that affect its health and well-being. However, there's no one 
'perfect' way to care for all horses because every animal and 
every situation is different. It's up to you how you look after 
them. Being a responsible horse owner means being well-
informed to make the best decisions regarding the welfare of 
your horse. We should also know when professional advice 
should be sought and follow any recommendations for 
treatment. But how do we determine or measure horse 
welfare? And what tools are available to assess/analyse how 
well you cater for your horses’ well-being both physical and 
psychological? Luckily there are some great resources 
available to help you care for your horses and meet your 
legal requirements.  

In part one of this series, we introduced readers to a 
science-based approach to animal welfare that focuses on the 
Five Domains Model: Nutrition, environment, health, 
behaviour, and positive mental state (figure 1). The model 
has been around for over 25 years and has undergone 
various updates to incorporate the latest validated 
developments in animal welfare science thinking for each of 
the five areas. The model is not intended to define the 
absolutes of good and bad welfare, nor is it intended to 
accurately describe all the physical and physiological 
functions. Rather, it is a device for facilitating systematic, 
structured, thorough and coherent assessments of animal 
welfare, and for qualitatively grading welfare compromise 
and improvement(1). The model allows for discussions 
around the impact within each domain, but of course many 
will overlap and there are no delineated lines per se. 

The model is not animal specific and can be applied to 
any species and circumstance from companion animals, 
livestock husbandry, and even wildlife. Therefore, in this six-
part series I will explain in more detail the different 
domains, their interactions and finally how this can be 

transferred to the overall assessment of 
a horse’s welfare state specifically, and 
that you can practically apply to your 
own situation. This Part 4 will 
concentrate on the third domain: 
Health. 

 
Domain 3: Health 

 
The third domain focusses 

attention on the welfare impacts of 
injury, disease, and different levels of 
physical fitness (Figure 2). These 
conditions can be divided into: 
• Negative conditions (i.e. presence of 
injuries or diseases, functional 
impairments (such as hoof issues), 
extreme body condition scoring 
(obesity or too skinny), poisoning, and 
poor physical fitness)  
• Positive conditions (i.e. minimal or 
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no injuries, diseases or functional impairments, optimal 
body condition scoring, no poisoning and good fitness level) 

It should be noted that extreme overfeeding and 
underfeeding are included in this domain, and not Domain 
1, because the associated pathophysiology may give rise to 
several of the negative affective experiences noted in Figure 
2(1). Also, fitness level is included here because muscle de-
conditioning and bone depletion increase susceptibility to 
injury and fatigue, the risks of which can be mitigated by 
levels of exercise that maintain muscle and bone strength. 
This is specifically important for horses considering that we 
often keep them for the purpose of sporting and 
performance. An unfit horse won’t be able to perform to its 
abilities and will be more prone to injuries.  

 
Health checks and general care 

 
To keep our horses healthy throughout his or her life, 

we need to consider in addition to properly feeding 
(Domain 1) and offering suitable housing and environ-
mental conditions (Domain 2), other aspects of general 
care. These involve general health checks, including vital 
signs and body condition scoring, facilitating adequate 
exercise and routine veterinary care for vaccinations, 
parasite control, and dental care; grooming and hoof care.  

Before we can recognise a horse is unwell, we need to 
know what the signs are of a healthy horse. Horses vary, but 
there are signs of general good health that apply to all.  

 
Demeanour or attitude 

 
Consider your horse’s normal behaviour and their body 

language. Healthy horses are bright and alert, and interested 
in other horses, you, and their surroundings. Check if they 
are eating and drinking. Do they regularly roll for comfort or 
lie down and nap? A horse that rolls over and over and often 
looks at its side might be experiencing signs of colic. In such 
cases directly contact your veterinarian. 

Observe your horse from a distance without intruding. 
Pay attention to detail, because subtle variations can be easily 
overlooked. Veterinarians often use a six-level scale to assess 
a horse's attitude:  
1. Bright Alert Responsive (BAR);  
2. Quiet Alert Responsive (QAR);  
3. Quiet;  
4. Slightly Depressed;  
5. Depressed;  
6. Very depressed.  

You can use any kind of scale or criteria. Any such 
framework should help you be more objective in this 
assessment. If you find that your horse it not as responsive or 
shows signs of depression, always contact your veterinarian 
for an examination.  

 
Appetite and water consumption 

 
A good appetite is normal for a healthy horse. A clear 

sign that something is not well, is a horse that doesn’t show 
interest in eating or refuses to eat for a prolonged period of 
time. This can either be linked to colic, poisoning, or 

67June 2022



infectious diseases. Horses in pain may also reduce intake. In 
some cases, teeth problems may prevent eating, so to 
differentiate, take the horse's rectal temperature. 

The horse will generally drink roughly equivalent 
amounts of water daily, with adjustments for temperature, 
diet, seasonal, and exercise changes. It is important to 
monitor water consumption daily for optimal health. As 
guide a 500-kg mature, non-working/non-breeding horse 
will consume on average 30 L/day.   

 
Vital signs 

 
It's essential that every horse owner know his or her 

horse's normal, healthy resting temperature, heart rate, 
respiration (breathing) rate, and other vital signs, and have 
trained the horse to allow handling for assessment of vital 
signs. If your horse seems unwell or appears to have unusual 
behaviour, it’s always helpful to perform a quick vital signs 
check. 

Normal vital signs for adult horses (at rest): 
1. Heart rate 28-44 beats per minute, depending on horse’s 
size.  
2. Rectal temperature 37-38.5ºC, ensure that you stand safety 
on side of your horse’s rump. Gently but firmly hold the tail 
at the base, and lift it to one side. Insert the thermometer 
into the anus, holding it firmly flat against the wall of the 
rectum. When the thermometer indicates it has finished 
reading, remove it and record the reading. 
3. Respiratory (breathing) rate 12-20 breaths per minute. 
Watch your horse’s flank and rib cage rise and fall as he/she 
breathes. Count each inhalation (breathe in) and exhalation 
(breathe out) together as one breath. You can also listen for 
the respiratory rate with your stethoscope, or watch the flare 
of the nostrils. 
4. Gums should be light pink and moist, and if you press your 
finger firmly against the horse's gums, the point of pressure 
should return to a pink colour within one to two seconds, 
this is called capillary refill time.   
5. Sounds of the intestines should be heard on both sides of 
the abdomen. Listen with the stethoscope on each side of 
your horse’s abdomen, above and below the flank area. 
Gurgling, gas-like growls, tinkling sounds, and occasional 
roars are normal. No intestinal sounds or decreased 
intestinal sounds can be a sign of colic. 
6. Hydration level is checked by the skin turgor or fold test. 
The ‘skin fold test’ is done by pinching a fold of skin on the 
horse’s neck, pulling it out and releasing it. Count how many 
seconds it takes for the skin to go back to its original 
position. One-half to one second is normal. If the skin 
remains in the “tented” position, the horse is dehydrated.  

 
Eyes and nose 

 
Your horse's eyes should be clear, fully open and clean, 

not cloudy or discoloured. A cloudy, tearing, or swollen eye 
can be painful. Squinting is one way horses demonstrate 

pain. Blind horses may have a green or grey eye but no other 
signs of discomfort. Any indications of an unusual discharge 
or a dull glazed appearance should be looked into by your 
veterinarian.  

The nostrils should be clean and free of excessive 
mucus. However, it is normal for a horse to have a trickle of 
clear liquid from the nostrils. Thick nasal discharge can by a 
sign of a highly contagious condition known as strangles or 
a sign of respiratory infection that required veterinary care. 

 
Hair coat 

 
A shiny, glowing coat is a sign of good health that comes 

from meeting the horse's nutritional requirements and 
frequent grooming. A dull coat can be a sign of poor 
nutrition, parasites or general poor health. The skin should 
be observed for flaking, oozing, or signs of irritation. Hair 
loss should also be noted. 

Horses that are exposed to prolonged wet conditions 
may develop skin related issues, including fungal and 
bacterial infections causing dermatitis (mud fever, rain 
scald) and can lead to cellulitis. It is therefore important to 
regularly groom the horse and check for such conditions. 
Rugging may be required during prolonged wet conditions 
as required. However, when the sun comes out, rugs should 
be taken off so that the coat can dry. Otherwise, it can make 
the problem worse (specifically in (sub) tropical climates). 
There are various over-the-counter antibacterial and anti-
fungal shampoos and creams available for treatment, but in 
severe cases or chronic conditions veterinary care is 
required. 

 
Manure and urine 

 
You should become familiar with the normal colour, 

consistency, volume and frequency of urine and manure 
your horse passes on a daily basis. The manure should be 
formed into moist balls. If the manure is too dry, or too 
loose, this may be an indication of a problem or change in 
diet, water consumption, or other factors. Urine should be 
wheat-coloured and either clear or slightly cloudy. On 
average, a horse should pass faeces 6-12 times a day and 
urinate at least once daily, more often 2-3 times. If you find 
any significant changes in manure and/or urine with 
changes in demeanour, it is advised to contact your 
veterinarian for examination on the cause of the problem.  

 
Body check  

 
The withers, shoulders, back, croup/rump, and girth 

areas should be palpated for evidence of sores, pain, bumps, 
and tight musculature. The aim is to detect any pain, 
sensitivity, or tightness that would impair the horse’s athletic 
ability or cause pain and suffering during exercise. Check 
legs for pain, swelling, or heat, especially in the joints, 
ligaments, and tendons, and splint area. Lift the feet and 
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check the condition, type, and general fit of the shoe. Note 
any cracks, founder lines, etc. that may be evident on the 
hoof.  

Evidence of heat or swelling evident in any area on the 
body is cause for concern. If the horse is in pain or exhibits 
a response such as pulling away due to pain, this needs to be 
investigated by a veterinarian. 

The above checks are a quick evaluation of your horse 
which can be done in less than 10 minutes. Check your 
horse(s) daily so you will know what is normal and what is 
not. 

 
Body condition score 

 
Horses should be in an acceptable body condition, 

which is not too fat or too thin. As a guide, if the ribs are 
showing it means the horse is too thin. A round rump, big 
belly, and crested neck means the horse is too fat. Ideally ribs 
should be able to be felt but not be seen. In an earlier article 
on ‘Feeding management of the broodmare’, I discussed the 
Henneke’s body condition scoring system. The system 
involves massaging and scoring six main parts of the horse’s 
body - neck, withers, shoulder, ribs, loin, and tailhead (see 
figure 3) – on a scale of 1 to 9 for their fat/muscle content. 
This system can also be used for foals. A score of 1 is 
considered to be a poor or emaciated horse with no body fat, 
while a 9 is extremely fat or obese. A healthy horse or foal 
should be between score of 5 and 7 on the Henneke’s scale. 
However often we see high performing racehorses, 
endurance and eventing horses with a body condition score 
below 5 and show horses are often kept in a fatter condition 
between 7-8. These scores should be closely monitored, as 
neither are really optimal and may result in health issues 
later in life.   

 
Hoof care 

 
Good hoof care is extremely important because 

everything we ask our horses to do requires them to move 
around on their feet easily and without pain. Picking out the 
hooves is important in many ways and provides a vital 
opportunity to closely inspect all of the hoof structures. Have 
a farrier trim the hooves every 4-8 weeks to prevent them 
chipping or becoming too long and uncomfortable for the 
horse.  

The development of chips and cracks along the hoof 
wall are signs of weakened hoof integrity. This can also be a 
sign that your horse’s hooves are too dry or may be linked to 
nutritional imbalances. Cracks and chips predispose the 
hoof to bacterial and fungal invasions which can further 
deteriorate hoof health. Pay attention to the outer 
appearance of the hoof during regular cleaning and 
maintenance. During cleanings be alert for odours coming 
from the hoof. If you detect an odour, it’s likely an infection 
is already present. The use of a non-caustic antimicrobial 
hoof topical or hoof clay can help protect hoof cracks from 

‘hoof-eating’ microbes. 
Shoes are often fitted when horses are performing 

and/or are ridden on hard or rocky ground. However, if 
horses suffer from bad conformation and hoof issues, 
corrective shoeing solutions may need to be considered. 
This may even involve taking x-rays to check conformation 
and balance. In special cases, such as when horses has had a 
bout of laminitis, the veterinarian and farrier need to work 
closely together for a positive outcome and recovery. 

 
Dental care 

 
Oral and dental health can have a significant impact on 

a horse’s wellbeing, performance and lifespan. Teeth are an 
important part of the digestive tract and can be the cause of 
many severe disorders such as emaciation, colic and choke. 
Moreover, teeth problems can lead to a decrease in overall 
performance and can be the cause of behavioural changes.  

Routine equine dental exams can identify dental 
abnormalities and catch them early. The best way for 
veterinarians to conduct a thorough dental exam requires 
proper sedation. 

Teeth need to be checked by a veterinary dentist at least 
once a year. If not treated, they can become sharp and cause 
pain and mouth injuries. The older horse should also have 
his teeth checked by a vet annually, or when any of the 
following are first noticed – dropping of feed, unsteady with 
bit contact, losing weight or a general loss of performance. 
Horses under the age of five, or those fed low forage/high 
concentrate diets, need a dental check at least once every 6 
months. 

 
Worming 

 
In terms of equine health and management priorities, 

creating an effective parasite control program is as 
important as supplying the horse with clean water and high-
quality feed and roughage. While there are numerous 
parasites that can infect horses the most common internal 
parasites seen in horses are strongyles (large and small), 
large roundworms (ascarids), pinworms, bots, and 
tapeworms. Signs of worm infestation in horses can be 
extremely variable, ranging from a barely detectable 
reduction in growth or performance through to poor coat 
condition, hair loss, severe disease, colic, and sometimes 
death. 

To treat parasites de-wormers are often used, which is a 
chemical or mixture of chemicals that is capable of killing 
the worms inside the horse’s body without harming the 
horse. The four main de-worming chemical groups are 
benzimidazoles (white drench), tetrahydropyrimidines 
(clear drench), macrocyclic lactones, and pyrozine. Each are 
effective against certain parasite groups and/or stages. The 
choice of active largely depends on the time of year and 
parasite burden in your region.  

Traditional parasite control programs involving 
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rotational treatment with de-wormers at regular intervals 
were commonly recommended. This approach is based on 
concepts and strategies developed more than 50 years ago 
when large strongyles were the most common and damaging 
internal parasite in horses. The rationale for this parasite 
control scheme was to eliminate large strongyles before they 
could mature and lay eggs that would contaminate the 
environment. Since it took about two months for strongyle 
eggs to reappear after treatment, treatment every 6-8 weeks 
prevented large strongyle eggs from being excreted on 
pastures. This approach was very successful in controlling 
large strongyles, and they are now relatively uncommon in 
managed horse groups. The American Association of Equine 
Practitioners (AAEP) have stated that ‘Decades of frequent 
de-wormer medication use has selected for high levels of 
drug resistance in small strongyles and ascarid populations, 
which emphasises that the traditional approaches for 
parasite control are not sustainable and that new strategies 
are needed’.(2) Drug resistance means the parasites within an 
animal have the capability of surviving treatment with a 
particular chemical class or family of de-wormer.  

Therefore, there is now much more emprises on using 
Fecal Egg Count (FEC) examination on properties and 
between horses before selecting a de-wormer. A fecal egg 
count measures the number of strongyle or ascarid eggs your 
horse is passing in each gram of his manure. When you send 
a sample to your veterinarian or independent laboratory, 
you get back a number like 50 EPG (eggs per gram) or 500 
EPG. 

The following rating is used for fecal egg count 
contamination levels 

• Low contamination: Less than 200 
• Moderate contamination: 200 to 500  
• High contamination: More than 500 
 
Fecal egg count test kits can be purchased at selected 

local produce stores or online, which then need to be posted 
to the respective institution. You can also check with your vet 
if they offers this service.   

All new horses should have an initial FEC test conducted 
and then biannual-to-annual tests (in the spring) should be 
conducted in mature horses depending on their exposure to 
other horses. Horses under the age of two may need more 
frequent FEC test conducted (every six months). Initial FEC 
will determine worm burden and a follow-up FEC 14 days 
after de-worming will evaluate medication effectiveness. If 
used correctly, a FEC can decrease your reliance on de-
worming medications reducing the risk for drug resistance. 
Consult with your veterinarian to assist you in conducting a 
FEC on your property and developing a specific de-worming 
program. There also tests you can do to check if you have 
parasites that are resistant to a specific chemical on your 
property.  

The goal of any parasite control program is to minimize 
the risk of parasitic disease, to control parasite egg shedding, 
to maintain efficacious drugs and avoid further development 

of anthelmintic resistance as much as possible. However 
foremost, horse/property owners should ensure that 
pastures are well managed and rotated to avoid manure 
build and worm contaminations. Cross grazing with other 
livestock is also beneficial. 

 
Disease prevention and vaccination 

 
Horses are at risk of serious (sometimes fatal) infectious 

diseases. So regular vaccinations are important to help keep 
your horse safe. The vaccinations your horse should receive 
may vary depending on factors such as what he or she is used 
for, geographic location, contact with other horses, and any 
travel. 

Your veterinarian should vaccinate your horse for 
common diseases such as influenza, tetanus, strangles, and 
herpes virus. However, in different countries some vaccines 
are available over-the-counter and can be administered by 
yourself. There may also be very regional diseases/viruses 
such as Hendra virus, Equine Rabies, West Nile Virus, or 
African Horse Sickness against which horses can be 
vaccinated.  

Your vet will be able to advise you on the best vaccination 
schedule for your horse(s). As in humans, vaccination is never 
a 100% guarantee since it relies on the ability of each horse to 
individually mount a satisfactory immune response. A 
combination of having a complete vaccination program and 
enough of the population vaccinated (herd immunity) is the 
best way to reduce the incidence and spread of diseases. 

 
Movement and fitness levels 

 
Horses require lots of daily exercise because they are 

essentially grazing athletes. When you own a horse you need 
to know that exercise is a very important part of caring for a 
horse. It is not acceptable to keep horses confined in yards 
or stables without providing lots of opportunities for 
movement. This can involve turning out horses for parts of 
the day in paddocks, larger yards, or arenas/sacrifice areas 
(see Part 3). But of course, exercising/training your horse 
also plays an important role in keeping your horse fit and at 
the same time functions as an enrichment (see next edition 
Part 5). However, working horses too early at a young age 
can put strain of their still developing musculoskeletal 
system and joints and may lead to permanent injuries. Early 
training stress also can affect their mental state negatively. 

It is said that most horse breeds reach their final height 
at four to six years old. They spend an additional two to three 
years filling out. Most consider a five-year-old horse an adult, 
but the only true way to see if they're done growing is 
through x-rays. Emotional maturity is not reached until 
about five to seven years. Some breeds take a bit longer to 
reach maturity. Therefore, you will need to carefully 
consider the training/exercise levels of young horses and 
allow them to develop physically and mentally to ensure you 
safeguard their wellbeing and longevity. We will focus on this 
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a bit more in Part 5 when discussing the behavioural domain 
of animal welfare and interaction with humans and part 6 
the mental state of horses.   

It's important that you monitor the fitness of your horse 
when starting to exercise and train your horse. You will need 
to take it slow and stead when starting a horse or bringing 
horse in work after a big spell (one to three weeks).  After 
four to six weeks you can work on the strength and stamina 
of your horse (which is ongoing goal) and at week seven to 
nine you can work on schooling and speeds as required. 
Horses vary, so you will need to adjust your schedule 
accordingly and it also depends on how many days and time 
per day you train/work the horse.  

There are several methods of measuring your horse’s 
fitness. Tracking respiratory rates and heart rates are easy 
ways to measure your horse’s health, the results of which 
reflect directly on fitness. Horses that are fit, will maintain  
lower heart and breathing rates during exercise and also 
recover faster after exercise. It is important that you 
benchmark your horse(s) normal baselines. Record the rates 
at which your horse starts, mid-work values, and how fast he 
or she recovers back to resting rates after a workout. 

The aerobic (with oxygen) threshold for a horse is less 
than 165 beats per minute. To effectively condition a horse 
for aerobic fitness, the heart rate should be raised and 
sustained between 100 beats per minute and 165 beats per 
minute. The anaerobic (without oxygen) threshold for a 
horse that is building up its tolerance to the stress of exercise 
is approximately 165 to 185 beats per minute. A horse in 
good anaerobic condition will have a recovery heart rate 
(reduction in heart rate) of around 100 beats per minute 
approximately two minutes after aerobic exercise 
conditioning. The heart rate 10 minutes after exercise 
should be less than 60 beats per minute. 

As a horse exercises, his respiratory rate will increase.  
Rates as high as 180 breaths per minute have been recorded 
on race horses, but 60 to 100 is more common for regular 
exercise. This should return to your baseline at rest reading 
within 30 minutes. Note that rapid breathing at rest should 
receive veterinary attention, and keep in mind that the 
respiration rate should never exceed the pulse rate.  

There are various training devices and apps that you can 
use to monitor the vital signs and fitness levels of your horse. 
They range from hand-held basic devices to monitors that 
incorporate GPS systems for establishing elevation profiles 
and more sophisticated performance indicators. The stored 
information is then downloaded onto your computer for 
complete analysis, with a high-resolution profile of the 
training session. 

 
Summary 

 
As horse owners we all have a moral and legal obligation 

to meet the needs and safeguard the well-being of our horses 
at any time under our care. Using the ‘5 Domains Model’ to 
assess the welfare of our horses, we focused in this article on 

the third domain – Health. In addition to properly feeding 
(Domain 1) and offering suitable housing and 
environmental conditions (Domain 2), other aspects of 
general care are required to keep our horses healthy 
throughout his or her life. These involve general health 
checks, including vital signs and body condition scoring, 
facilitating adequate exercise and routine veterinary care for 
vaccinations, parasite control, and dental care; grooming 
and hoof care.  

Preventative and early management of health conditions 
provides greater well-being for your horse, improved 
treatment outcomes, and reduced treatment expenses in the 
long run. Regular grooming will alert you to changes in your 
horse’s health. If you notice that one of your horse’s vital 
signs isn’t normal, or your horse isn’t behaving as they 
normally do, you should seek the advice of a veterinarian. As 
a horse owner, you play a crucial part in your horse’s health 
and it’s up to you to notice when things are or are not quite 
right.  

An annual health check should incorporate a veterinary 
dental examination along with necessary vaccinations. This 
is also a great opportunity to discuss parasite management 
and nutritional advice as needed.  

 
Further reading:  

 
1. Mellor, D.J., Beausoleil, N.J., Littlewood, K.E., McLean, 
A.N., McGreevy, P.D., Jones, B., Wilkins, C. 2020. The 2020 
Five Domains Model: Including Human–Animal 
Interactions in Assessments of Animal Welfare. Animals; 
10(10): 1870.  
2. AAEP Parasite Control Guidelines. Revised 2019. 
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FUTURE HORSE BREEDING (IAFH) 
 

On May 5, 2022, a press conference of the International Association of Future Horse Breeding (IAFH) took place in 
Isernhagen which included a PowerPoint presentation in German. The English translation appears on the following pages. 

IAFH was represented by the chairman of the shareholders, Dr. Wolfgang Schulze-Schleppinghoff and Dr. Kathrin F. 
Stock from the scientific advisory board, while IAFH shareholder United Information Systems Animal Husbandry w.V. (vit), 
presented the work and goals of the IAFH in light of ongoing discussions about hereditary diseases. In addition, the use of 
biotechnology in horse breeding was discussed. 

 
If you have questions or would like to request further information, please contact: 
Paulina Ölschläger  /  Mobile: (+49) 170 6767971  /  Email: oelschlaeger.paulina@oldenburger-pferde.com
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Riesenbeck International GmbH
Surenburg 20

48477 Hörstel-Riesenbeck
GERMANY

Phone +49 (0) 5454-99656
Mobile +49 (0) 170 8664798 

(Stallion station manager Almuth Blaschke)
Fax +49 (0) 5454-99655

hengste@ludger-beerbaum.de 
www.ludger-beerbaum.de
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KICK OFF ONCE AGAIN 
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WORLD BREEDING  
FEDERATION FOR SPORT 
HORSES 
VILHELMSBORG ALLÉ 1 
8320 MAARSLET 
DENMARK 
 
TEL: +45 (0)87 475400 
FAX: +45 (0)87 475410 
 
WWW.WBFSH.COM

THE MONTHLY WBFSH RANKINGS KICK OFF ONCE AGAIN 
 
Currently... 
 

In the dressage breeder ranking Silke Druck-
enmüller still finds herself in first place for 
breeding TSF Dalera (by Easy Game).  

Stal Heiline has moved into the 
number two position (from 9th in the final 
2021 ranking), for breeding the DWB mare 
Danciera (Fürstenball) pictured right with 
Carina Cassoe Kruth.  

And in third place we have Verbena 
Dressage for breeding the Swedish Warm-
blood Touchdown (Quaterback). This young 
horse and his rider Patrick Kittel made their 

Grand Prix debut only in September last year, and have competed in five international 
shows together. Their success moves Verbena Dressage into third place, from 385th in the 
Final 2021 Dressage Breeder Rankings.  
 
The three top jumping breeders are all in the 
top 10 for the first time. For breeding the 
Hanoverian gelding Count Me In (Count 
Grannus) – pictured right with Connor Swail 
– Friedrich Luessmann has moved into first 
place, from 78th in the Final 2021 Jumping 
Breeder Ranking. Count Me In has been com-
peting under the saddle of Irishman Connor 
Swail since July last year. 

Stoeterij Gaesbeek moves to second place from 20th at the end of the last cycle, 
for breeding the KWPN mare Glamour Girl (Zirocco Blue VDL).  

Up from 15th place at the end of the last cycle, Marie Bourdin is in third place 
for breeding the Selle Francais mare Vital Chance (Diamant de Semilly). 
 
Elizabeth Callahan (USA) is first in the eventing breeder ranking, moving up from  150th 

in the Final 2021 ranking, for breeding the 
American-born but DSP-registered gelding 
Quantum Leap (Quite Capitol) – pictured 
left with Doug Payne.  

Berthold Gerdes bred the Olden-
burg gelding QC Diamantaire, who has an 
interesting pedigree in Diarado as a sire and 
Sandro Hit as a damsire. From 102nd last 
year, Berthold Gerdes moves into second 
place.  

In third place is Pierre Gouye for breeding the Selle Francais gelding Banzai du 
Loir (Nouma d'Auzay), up from 23rd last year.  
 
Photos: Dirk Caremans and Redbaystock.com 
 
 
 

STUDBOOK RANKINGS 
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Photos, clockwise from top left – A great atmosphere on the WBFSH stand; Providing a space for conversation; Jovian’s breeders, the Ten 
Bosch family and Andreas Helgstrand; Van Olst, Lottie Fry, Jan Pedersen, and Andres van Daalen from KWPN 

Centre: Jovian, ridden by Andreas Helgstrand

Chacco-Blue/Andreas Kreuzer – Aachen 2011 Sandro Hit with Ulf Möller – Arnhem 1999

UPDATE
 
Dressage:  
The dressage studbook rankings start out with the KWPN remaining in first place, with 11,695 points, from the performances of: 

Dark Legend (Zuccero) 
Hermes (Easy Game) 
All In (Tango) 
Bufranco Negro) 
Flambeau (Ampere) 
Boston (Johnson) 

 
Jumping:  
Belgian Warmblood/BWP maintains its first place from last year, with 4,483 points following the April cycle, from the  
performances of: 

King Edward (Edward) 
Joyride S (by Toulon) 
Igor van de Wittemoere (Cooper van de Heffinck) 
Kriskras DV (Cooper van de Heffinck) 
H&M Miro (Diamant de Semilly) 
Nicolaj de Music (Kannan) 

 
Eventing:  
The Irish Sport Horse/ISH moves into first place with 684, from finishing third at the end of last year, thanks to the performanc-
es of: 

Dondante (Pacino) 
Coolparks Sarco (Shannondale Sarco St Ghyvan) 
CHF Cooliser (Womanizer) 
Cooley Master Class (Ramiro B) 
Creevagh Cooley (Camiro de Haar Z) 
Off The Record (VDL Arkansas)

Dark Legend, ridden by Charlotte Fry (GBR) 
Photo: FEI/Libby Law

 Henrik von Eckermann Henrik (SWE) riding King Edward 
Photo: FEI/Lucasz Kowalski
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JUNE  

4 Nunspeet (NED) 
KFPS Studbook Inspection 
Tel: +31 (0)512 52 38 88 
mail@kfps.nl 
www.kfps.nl 
 
8-12 Elmshorn (GER) 
Holsteiner Horse Days 
Tel: +49 (0)431 305996-0 
info@holsteiner-verband.de 
www.holsteiner0verband.de 
 
9 Verden Online (GER) 
Hanoverian Foal Auction  
Tel: +49 (0)42 31/67 37 41 
wtreu@hannoveraner.com 
www.verdener-auktion-online.com 
 
11 Vechta (GER) 
7th Oldenburg Special Edition Auction 
26th Elite Foal Auction 
Tel: +49 (0)4441 93550 
info@oldenburger-pferde.net 
www.oldenburger-pferde.net 
 
17 Sentower Park (BEL) 
Zangersheide Live Auction 
auction@zangersheide.com 
www.zangersheide.com 
 
23 Verden Online (GER) 
Hanoverian Foal Auction  
Tel: +49 (0)42 31/67 37 41 
wtreu@hannoveraner.com 
www.verdener-auktion-online.com 
 
23-26 Rotterdam (NED) 
CHIO Rotterdam 
Tel: +31 (0)10 452 8900 
info@chio.nl 
www.chio.nl 

JULY 
 
2-5 Online (BEL) 
Zangersheide Online Foal Auction 
auction@zangersheide.com 
www.zangersheide.com 
 

10 Deauville (FRA) 
Z-Festival 
info@zangersheide.com 
www.zangersheide.com 
 
14-17 Lanaken (BEL) 
Z-Festival 
info@zangersheide.com 
www.zangersheide.com 
 
16 Verden Online (GER) 
Hanoverian Riding Horses  
Tel: +49 (0)42 31/67 37 41 
wtreu@hannoveraner.com 
www.verdener-auktion-online.com 

AUGUST 
 
3-6 Ermelo (NED) 
KWPN Championships 
Tel: +31 (0)341 255 555 
info@kwpn.nl / www.kwpn.org 
 
6 Vechta (GER) 
27th Oldenburg Elite Foal Auction 
Tel: +49 (0)4441 93550 
info@oldenburger-pferde.net 
www.oldenburger-pferde.net 
 
6-9 Online (BEL) 
Zangersheide Online Foal Auction 
auction@zangersheide.com 
www.zangersheide.com 
 
6-14 Herning (DEN) 
Ecco FEI World Championships in 
showjumping, dressage, vaulting 
info@herning2022.com 
www.oldenburger-pferde.net 
 
7 Vechta (GER) 
30th Oldenburg Vechta Foal Market 
Tel: +49 (0)4441 93550 
info@oldenburger-pferde.net 
www.oldenburger-pferde.net 
 
13 Deauville (FRA) 
2nd FENCES Deauville Classic Auction 
Tel: +33 (0)2 31 90 93 24 
contact@fences.fr  /  www.fences.fr 
 

PLEASE, ALWAYS CHECK UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION WITH STUDBOOKS OR EVENT ORGANIZERS  
AS GLOBAL SITUATIONS CHANGE AND EVOLVE EACH MONTH AND DATES MAY CHANGE

19 Peelbergen (BEL) 
Zangersheide Live Auction 
auction@zangersheide.com 
www.zangersheide.com 
 
19/20 Elmshorn (GER) 
Holsteiner Verband Elite Foal Auction 
Tel: +49 (0)431 305996-0 
info@holsteiner-verband.de 
www.holsteiner0verband.de 
 
30-4/9 Bois-le-Roi (FRA) 
34th FENCES Elite Auction 
Tel: +33 (0)2 31 90 93 24 
contact@fences.fr  /  www.fences.fr 

SEPTEMBER 
 
30/8-4 Bois-le-Roi (FRA) 
34th FENCES Elite Auction 
Tel: +33 (0)2 31 90 93 24 
contact@fences.fr  /  www.fences.fr 
 
8-11 Ermelo (NED) 
FEI-WBFSH Dressage World Breeding 
Championships for Young Horses 
Tel: +31 (0)341 255 555 
info@kwpn.nl / www.kwpn.org 
 
11 Sintjohannesga (NED) 
KFPS Foal Inspection 
Tel: +31 (0)512 - 52 38 88 
mail@kfps.nl / www.kfps.nl 
 
17-20 Strzegom (POL) 
Polish Dressage and Eventing Champi-
onships for Young Horses  
Tel: +48 (0)22 628 0361 
office@pzhk.pl 
www.pzhk.pl  
 
21-24 Lanaken (BEL) 
Belgian Showjumping Championship – 
Seniors 
info@zangersheide.com 
www.zangersheide.com 
 
22-23 Lanaken (BEL) 
FEI Sires of the World Showjumping 
info@zangersheide.com 
www.zangersheide.com 


